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“Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher.  
“Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.” 
 
Say what?!  
 
Certainly these words are not in the Bible. They sound like the words of an atheistic cynic who 
snarls at the very notion that there is any meaning or purpose in this cruel, unjust world.  
 
Yet here they are at the beginning of the book of Ecclesiastes. 
 
Vanity of vanities! All is vanity! (NKJV) 
 
Futility of futilities! All is futility! (NASB) 
 
Absolutely pointless! Everything is pointless! (ISV) 
 
Ecclesiastes is not your standard Sunday School lesson. It is not a rose-colored view of the 
world. It is not a pleasant skip through the daisies and lilies of the Promised Land.  
 
Ecclesiastes is more like a swift hit to the head with a 2x4.  
 
It is Reality 101.  
 
Ecclesiastes will not let you live in your self-soaked, pleasure-seeking, death-denying illusions.  
 
Here’s a hard dose of reality… 
 
The world is confusing. 
 
Life Is hard. 
 
And then you die.  



Community Bible Church 2 Summer 2022 

Ecclesiastes is part of the Wisdom Literature of the Bible. These wisdom books include Job, 
Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon.  
 
Two themes emerge out of these books: 

1. We live in God’s world thus there are general rules for living wisely and successfully. 

2. We live in a sin-cursed world thus there are often painful exceptions to these rules.  
 

In general, the sages clearly believed that wise and righteous behavior did make life better and 
richer, though virtue did not guarantee those consequences. …We must first learn the basic rules; 
the exceptions can come later. …The sages knew that there are limits to human wisdom. General 
patterns may be discerned, but many particular events may be unjust, irrational, and ultimately 
inscrutable.                      —R. C. Van Leeuwen   

 
In other words, Proverbs teaches us the general rules for living a good life while Job and 
Ecclesiastes remind us that life doesn’t always turn out the way we want it to or expect it to. 
 

Traditionally, Solomon is considered the author of Ecclesiastes. 
 
The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem (1:1). 
 
Solomon was the king of Israel from approximately 970-931 BC. 
He reigned over the nation during a time of great peace and 
prosperity. He was also a man of unsurpassed wisdom. 
 
God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of 
understanding as measureless as the sand on the seashore. Solomon’s 
wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the people of the East and 
greater than all the wisdom of Egypt. …He spoke three thousand 
proverbs and his songs numbered a thousand and five. 

—1 Kings 4:29-30, 32 
 

Later in life, however, Solomon allowed his quest for pleasure and power, and his own pride, to 
lead him down a path of self-indulgence and disobedience to God (cf. 1 Kings 11:1-13). The 
tragic ending of his life appears to be the backdrop of Ecclesiastes. If this is the case, then, Song 
of Solomon would reflect Solomon’s young life in pursuit of love; Proverbs would reflect his 
mid-life, teaching his children to pursue wisdom; and Ecclesiastes would reflect his twilight 
years as he looks back on the tragedy, uncertainty, mystery, cruelty, futility, and brevity of life.   
 
Recent biblical scholarship has questioned the authorship of Solomon since the “Teacher” 
(Hebrew, Qoheleth) never specifically identifies himself as Solomon and the style and 
vocabulary of the Hebrew text seems to reflect a time period after the Exile (~450 BC). Perhaps 
the best solution is to see a later editor taking the collected words and proverbs of Solomon 
and updating their language and presenting them in a format that teaches God’s people how to 
live after the experience of the tragedies, uncertainties, and cruelties of the Babylonian Exile.  
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OUTLINE OF ECCLESIASTES 
 

The structure of Ecclesiastes has been a mystery throughout the ages. Some Bible teachers 
conclude that there is no structure to the book. Rather it is a random, rambling collection of 
reflections and sayings which highlight the very message of the book—All is meaningless! 
However, others have noticed a basic structure to the book that can be discerned. The 
following outline provides an overview of the major themes and sections in Ecclesiastes. 

 
Thematic Prologue: Is There Any Meaning or Purpose to Life? (1:1-11) 
 
THE FUTILE PURSUIT FOR LIFE’S MEANING (1:12-3:15) 

 The Introduction to the Pursuit (1:12-18) 
 The Pursuit of Pleasure (2:1-11) 
 The Pursuit of Wisdom (2:12-17) 
 The Human Conclusion to the Pursuit (2:18-26) 
 A Glimpse into the Divine Perspective (3:1-15) 

 
THE FOOLISH PURSUIT OF SELFISH AMBITION (3:16-6:12) 

 The Observation of Selfish Ambition (3:16-4:16) 
o Injustice (3:16-22) 
o Oppression (4:1-3) 
o Rivalry (4:4-6) 
o Greed (4:7-12) 
o Quest for Popularity (4:13-16) 

 The Instruction against Selfish Ambition (5:1-6:12) 
o Fear God (5:1-7) 
o Don’t Envy the Wealthy (5:8-17) 
o Enjoy the Gifts of God (5:18-6:6) 
o Realize the Limitations of Life (6:7-12) 

 
THE HUMBLE PURSUIT OF GOD’S WISDOM (7:1-12:7) 

 Wisdom Is Better Despite Its Limitations (7:1-10:20) 
o Wisdom Is a Better Way to Live (7:1-14) 
o Wisdom Is Limited because of Our Depravity (7:15-29) 
o Wisdom Is Limited because of Life’s Uncertainty (8:1-17) 
o Wisdom Is Limited because of Our Mortality (9:1-12) 
o Wisdom Is Limited because of Our Folly (9:13-10:20) 

 Wisdom Is Better If One Accepts Life’s Realities (11:1-12:7) 
o Accept the Uncertainty of Life (11:1-8) 
o Accept the Brevity of Life (11:9-12:7) 

 
Thematic Epilogue: Fear God and Keep His Commandments (12:8-14) 
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As we go through this series on the book of Ecclesiastes, we encourage you to spend time each 
week preparing for and/or responding to the sermon each Sunday. The following study guide 
takes you through a five-day exploration of the passages we will be studying in Ecclesiastes: 

 Day One: Observation. Reading the chapter and observing what it says. 

 Day Two: Meditation. Reading key verses over and over and memorizing them. 

 Day Three: Interpretation. Doing a word study or exploring parallel passages. 

 Day Four: Devotion. Reading an excerpt from a commentary on Ecclesiastes. 

 Day Five: Application. Seeking to live out God’s Word in your daily life. 
 
We encourage you to do this study individually and corporately. Spending time alone in God’s 
Word is a daily discipline that grows us in the faith. However, our spiritual growth is also 
connected to and lived out in community. Learning together, encouraging each other, loving 
one another, and praying for one another are essential to our growth and to our joy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ecclesiastes takes the reader on a roller coaster ride as its main character, Qoheleth,  
sets out to explore the meaning of life. It is a sign of the richness and depth of Scripture  

that we have such a book in the canon, and of God’s desire to meet us where we are  
and to lead us to full life in Christ amid the brokenness of the world. 

 
Craig G. Bartholomew 

 
 

The book of Ecclesiastes is one of God’s gifts to help us live in the real world. 
It’s a book in the Bible that gets under the radar of our thinking and acts like 

an incendiary device to explode our make-believe games and jolt us into 
realizing that everything is not as clean and tidy as the “let’s pretend” world suggests. 

 
David Gibson 
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ECCLESIASTES 1:1-18 
Taking a Hard Look at Reality 

 
In Ecclesiastes 1, we are introduced to Qoheleth, “the Teacher,” and the 
summary of his observations about life. Vanity of vanities! All is vanity! 
It is a sobering beginning to the book, immediately confronting us with 

the hard realities of life. Solomon is giving us the syllabus for life’s essential class—Reality 101. 
 
Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read this passage. Mark words or phrases that 
stand out to you. Write down the main message or thought next to each paragraph. 
 

The words of the Teacher, son of David, king in Jerusalem: 

2 “Meaningless! Meaningless!” 
    says the Teacher. 
“Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless.” 

3 What do people gain from all their labors 
    at which they toil under the sun? 
4 Generations come and generations go, 
    but the earth remains forever. 
5 The sun rises and the sun sets, 
    and hurries back to where it rises. 
6 The wind blows to the south 
    and turns to the north; 
    round and round it goes, 
    ever returning on its course. 
7 All streams flow into the sea, 
    yet the sea is never full. 
To the place the streams come from, 
    there they return again. 
8 All things are wearisome, 
    more than one can say. 
The eye never has enough of seeing, 
    nor the ear its fill of hearing. 
9 What has been will be again, 
    what has been done will be done again; 
    there is nothing new under the sun. 
10 Is there anything of which one can say, 
    “Look! This is something new”? 
It was here already, long ago; 
    it was here before our time. 
11 No one remembers the former generations, 
    and even those yet to come 
    will not be remembered 
    by those who follow them. 

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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12 I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 I 
applied my mind to study and to explore by wisdom all that is 
done under the heavens. What a heavy burden God has laid 
on mankind! 14 I have seen all the things that are done under 
the sun; all of them are meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 

15 What is crooked cannot be straightened; 
    what is lacking cannot be counted. 

16 I said to myself, “Look, I have increased in wisdom more 
than anyone who has ruled over Jerusalem before me; I have 
experienced much of wisdom and knowledge.” 17 Then I 
applied myself to the understanding of wisdom, and also of 
madness and folly, but I learned that this, too, is a chasing 
after the wind. 

18 For with much wisdom comes much sorrow; 
    the more knowledge, the more grief. (NIV) 

 
What is the Teacher’s big question in 1:3? ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Go back through the passage and circle the phrase, “under the sun” or “under the heavens.” 
What does the Teacher observe about life “under the sun” in the following verses? 

1:2-3 _________________________________________________________________________ 

1:4-11 ________________________________________________________________________ 

1:12-15 _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
What do you think it means to “chase after the wind”? ________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Complete the following proverbs in Ecclesiastes 1. 
 

What is crooked ________________ be straightened, 
What is lacking ________________ be counted. 
 
For with much wisdom comes much ________________; 
The more knowledge, the more _________________. 

What general truths do these two proverbs teach us about our world “under the sun”?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Quiet your heart and allow God to speak through His Word. Slowly read 
Ecclesiastes 1:12-15 several times. Reflect on each word. Meditate on 
them over and over until you memorize them.  

 
Many passages in Ecclesiastes will not be the typical “memory verses” that encourage the soul. 
But they do teach wisdom if we are willing to hear. Keep in mind that many times the Teacher is 
giving us a perspective “under the sun.” This is Reality 101, the world as it is, under sin’s curse.  
 
I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem.  
I applied my mind to seek and to search by wisdom all that is done under the heavens.  
It is a grievous task God has given to humans.  
I saw all the works that are done under the sun.  
Look! Everything is vanity and chasing wind. 
 What is twisted cannot be straightened, 
 And what is lacking cannot be counted. (LEB) 
 
Write down the observations that you can make from this passage, sketch out any images or 
thoughts that you have, or simply rewrite the passage below giving emphasis to key words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offer your thoughts on this passage back to God in the form of a personalized prayer.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 
better understand its meaning. A word study on a key term and/or 
looking up parallel passages can help you grow in your understanding.   

 
Go to blueletterbible.org and type “Ecclesiastes 1” into the “Search the Bible” box. Next click on 
Ecclesiastes 1:2 to bring up the verse in the Hebrew. Find the word “vanity” and click on the 
Strong’s number (H1892) to bring up the Hebrew word, its definition, and its usage in other 
passages in the Old Testament.  
 
What is the Hebrew word for “vanity”? ______________________ (Use the transliteration.) 
 
How many times is it used in the Old Testament? __________ (See KJV Translation Count.)  
 
How many times is it used in Ecclesiastes? __________ (See Search Results by Book.) 
 
What is its definition? See Outline of Biblical Usage and Strong’s Definitions.   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
“Vanity” is one of the key words in Ecclesiastes. It is basically the theme word of the book. 
Defining it is not easy as evidenced by all the different words used in the different translations.  
 
Read through the following verses which use this word. Mark important words or phrases 
that help you gain a better understanding of this unique Hebrew word (highlighted in bold).  
 

But they [Israel] would not listen and were as stiff-necked as their ancestors, who did not trust 
in the Lord their God. They rejected His decrees and the covenant He had made with their 
ancestors and the statutes He had warned them to keep. They followed worthless idols and 
themselves became worthless. They imitated the nations around them although the Lord had 
ordered them, “Do not do as they do.” (2 Kings 17:14-15) 
 
When I say, “My bed will comfort me, 
and my couch will ease my complaint,” 
then You frighten me with dreams, 
and terrify me with visions, 
so that I prefer strangling— 
death rather than life in this body. 
I give up! I will not live forever. 
Leave me alone, for my days are a breath.” (Job 7:13-16) 
 
You, indeed, have made my days short in length, and my life span as nothing in Your sight.  
Yes, every mortal man is only a vapor. (Psalm 39:5) 

 
Men are nothing but a mere breath; human beings are unreliable.  
When they are weighed in the scales, all of them together are lighter than air. (Psalm 62:9) 

DAY THREE 
Interpretation 
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Man is like a breath; his days are like a passing shadow. (Psalm 144:4) 
 
Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; 
But a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. (Proverbs 31:30) 
 
For who knows what is good for anyone in life, in the few days of his futile life that he spends 
like a shadow? Who can tell anyone what will happen after him under the sun? (Eccl. 6:12) 
 
But I myself said: I have labored in vain, 
I have spent my strength for nothing and futility; 
yet my vindication is with the Lord, 
and my reward is with my God. (Isaiah 49:4) 
 
This is what the Lord says: 
“Do not learn the way of the nations 
or be terrified by signs in the heavens, 
although the nations are terrified by them, 
for the customs of the peoples are worthless. 
Someone cuts down a tree from the forest; 
it is worked by the hands of a craftsman with a chisel [to make an idol].” (Jeremiah 10:2-3) 
 
O Lord, my strength and my stronghold, my refuge in the day of trouble, to you shall the nations 
come from the ends of the earth and say: “Our fathers have inherited nothing but lies, 
worthless things in which there is no profit. (Jeremiah 16:19) 
 

What do you learn about the Hebrew word for “vanity” from these verses?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Many Bible commentators believe that the apostle Paul drew from the book of Ecclesiastes 
when he described creation under the bondage of sin in Romans 8:20. 
 
For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope. 
 
Using blueletterbible.org, go to Romans 8:20 and click on the word for “vanity” (G3153). 
 
What is the Greek word for “vanity”? _______________________ (Use the transliteration.) 
 
What is its definition? (See Vine’s Expository Dictionary) _______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the following excerpt from Matthew Henry’s Exposition of the Old 
and New Testaments. Matthew Henry (1662-1714) was a pastor, 
speaker, and author from Chester, England. He is best known for his 

exhaustive, six-volume, verse-by-verse commentary on the Scriptures. Charles Spurgeon stated 
that, "Every minister ought to read it entirely and carefully through once at least.” 
 
The Vanity of the World (1:1-8) 

I. An account of the penman of this book; it 
was Solomon, for no other son of David was 
king of Jerusalem; but he conceals his 
name Solomon, peaceable, because by his 
sin he had brought trouble upon himself 
and his kingdom, had broken his peace with 
God and lost the peace of his conscience, 
and therefore was no more worthy of that 
name. Call me not Solomon, call 
me Marah, for, behold, for peace I had 
great bitterness. But he calls himself, 

1. The preacher, which intimates his 
present character. He is Koheleth, which 
comes from a word which signifies to 
gather…a preaching soul, or one gathering. 
…Perhaps Solomon called together a 
congregation of his people, as he had done 
at the dedication of the temple (1 Kings 
8:2), so now at the rededicating of himself. 
In that assembly he presided as the 
people's mouth to God in prayer; in this as 
God's mouth to them in preaching… 

2. The son of David. His taking this title 
intimates, (1.) That he looked upon it as a 
great honor to be the son of so good a man, 
and valued himself very much upon it. (2.) 
That he also looked upon it as a great 
aggravation of his sin that he had such a 
father, who had given him a good education 
and put up many a good prayer for him; it 
cuts him to the heart to think that he 
should be a blemish and disgrace to the 
name and family of such a one as David…  

3. King of Jerusalem. This he mentions, As 
that which was a very great aggravation of 
his sin. He was a king. God had done much 
for him, in raising him to the throne, and 
yet he had so ill requited him; his dignity 
made the bad example and influence of his 
sin the more dangerous, and many would 
follow his pernicious ways; especially as he 
was king of Jerusalem, the holy city, where 
God's temple was, and of his own building 
too, where the priests, the Lord's ministers, 
were, and his prophets who had taught him 
better things. 

II. The general scope and design of the 
book. What is it that this royal preacher has 
to say? That which he aims at is…to take 
down our esteem of and expectation from 
the things of this world.  

1. They are all vanity. This is the proposi-
tion he lays down and undertakes to 
prove: Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.  

It was no new text; his father David had 
more than once spoken to the same 
purport. The truth itself here asserted is, 
that all is vanity, all besides God and 
considered as abstract from him, the all of 
this world, all worldly employments and 
enjoyments, the all that is in the world (1 
John 2:16), all that which is agreeable to our 
senses and to our fancies in this present 
state, which gains pleasure to ourselves or 
reputation with others. It is all vanity, not 
only in the abuse of it, when it is perverted 
by the sin of man, but even in the use of it… 

DAY FOUR 
Devotion 
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Many speak contemptuously of the world 
because they are hermits, and know it not, 
or beggars, and have it not; but Solomon 
knew it. He had dived into nature's depths, 
and he had it, more of it perhaps than ever 
any man had, his head filled with its notions 
and his belly with its hidden treasures (Ps. 
17:14), and he passes this judgment on it.  

But did he speak as one having authority? 
Yes, not only that of a king, but that of a 
prophet, a preacher; he spoke in God's 
name, and was divinely inspired to say it. 
But did he not say it in his haste, or in a 
passion, upon occasion of some particular 
disappointment? No; he said it deliberately, 
said it and proved it, laid it down as a 
fundamental principle, on which he 
grounded the necessity of being religious… 
If Solomon find all to be vanity, then the 
kingdom of the Messiah must come, in 
which we shall inherit substance. 

2. They are insufficient to make us happy. 
And for this he appeals to men's 
consciences: What profit has a man of all 
the pains he takes? Observe here, the 
business of this world described. It is 
labor; the word signifies both care and toil. 
It is work that wearies men. There is a 
constant fatigue in worldly business. It 
is labor under the sun; that is a phrase 
peculiar to this book, where we meet with it 
twenty-eight times. There is a world above 
the sun, a world which needs not the sun, 
for the glory of God is its light, where there 
is work without labor and with great profit, 
the work of angels; but he speaks of the 
work under the sun, the pains of which are 
great and the gains little… 

3. The time of our enjoyment of these 
things is very short... We continue in the 
world but for one generation, which is 

continually passing away to make room for 
another, and we are passing with it. Our 
worldly possessions we very lately had from 
others, and must very shortly leave to 
others, and therefore to us they are vanity; 
they can be no more substantial than that 
life which is the substratum of them, and 
that is but a vapor, which appears for a little 
while and then vanishes away. While the 
stream of mankind is continually flowing, 
how little enjoyment has one drop of that 
stream of the pleasant banks between 
which it glides!  

4. Though all things are still in motion, yet 
they are still where they were; The sun 
rises, but it is to the same place; the wind 
turns till it comes to the same place, and so 
the waters return to the place whence they 
came. Thus man, after all the pains he takes 
to find satisfaction and happiness in the 
creature, is but where he was, still as far to 
seek as ever. Man's mind is as restless in its 
pursuits as the sun, and wind, and rivers, 
but never satisfied, never contented; the 
more it has of the world the more it would 
have; and it would be no sooner filled with 
the streams of outward prosperity, the 
brooks of honey and butter (Job 20:17), 
than the sea is with all the rivers that run 
into it; it is still as it was, a troubled sea that 
cannot rest. 

5. All things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the creation. The earth is 
where it was; the sun, and winds, and 
rivers, keep the same course that ever they 
did; and therefore, if they have never yet 
been sufficient to make a happiness for 
man, they are never likely to be so, for they 
can but yield the same comfort that they 
have yielded. We must therefore look 
above the sun for satisfaction, and for a 
new world. 
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6. This world is, at the best, a weary land: 
All is vanity, for all is full of labor. The whole 
creation is made subject to this vanity ever 
since man was sentenced to eat bread in 
the sweat of his brows. If we survey the 
whole creation, we shall see all busy; all 
have enough to do to mind their own 
business; none will be a portion or 
happiness for man; all labor to serve him, 
but none prove a help-meet for him. Man 
cannot express how full of labor all things 
are, can neither number the laborious nor 
measure the labors.  

7. Our senses are unsatisfied, and the 
objects of them unsatisfying. He specifies 
those senses that perform their office with 
least toil, and are most capable of being 
pleased: The eye is not satisfied with 
seeing, but is weary of seeing always the 
same sight, and covets novelty and 
variety. The ear is fond, at first, of a 
pleasant song or tune, but soon nauseates 
it, and must have another; both are 
surfeited, but neither satiated, and what 
was most grateful becomes ungrateful… 

Change without Novelty (1:9-11) 
 
Two things we are apt to take a great deal 
of pleasure and satisfaction in, and value 
ourselves upon, with reference to our 
business and enjoyments in the world, as if 
they helped to save them from vanity. 
Solomon shows us our mistake in both. 

1. The novelty of the invention, that it is 
such as was never known before. How 
grateful is it to think that none ever made 
such advances in knowledge, and such 
discoveries by it, as we, that none ever 
made such improvements of an estate or 
trade, and had the art of enjoying the gains 
of it, as we have. Their contrivances and 

compositions are all despised and run 
down, and we boast of new fashions, new 
hypotheses, new methods, new express-
ions, which jostle out the old, and put them 
down. But this is all a mistake: The thing 
that is, and shall be, is the same with that 
which has been, and that which shall be 
done will be but the same with that which is 
done, for there is no new thing under the 
sun… Though the course and method of it 
have not such known and certain rules as 
that of nature, nor does it go always in the 
same track, yet, in the general, it is still the 
same thing over and over again. Men's 
hearts, and the corruptions of them, are still 
the same; their desires, and pursuits, and 
complaints, are still the same… In this world 
there is nothing but the same over and over 
again, and we can expect nothing from it 
more or better than we have had. 

2. The memorableness of the achievement, 
that it is such as will be known and talked of 
hereafter. Many think they have found 
satisfaction enough in this, that their names 
shall be perpetuated, that posterity will 
celebrate the actions they have performed, 
the honors they have won, and the estates 
they have raised, that their houses shall 
continue forever; but herein they deceive 
themselves. How many former things and 
persons were there, which in their day 
looked very great and made a mighty figure, 
and yet there is no remembrance of them; 
they are buried in oblivion. Here and there 
one person or action that was remarkable 
met with a kind historian, and had the good 
hap to be recorded, when at the same time 
there were others, no less remarkable, that 
were dropped: and therefore we may 
conclude that neither shall there be any 
remembrance of things to come, but that 
which we hope to be remembered by will 
be either lost or slighted. 



Community Bible Church 14 Summer 2022 

Vanity of Human Wisdom (1:12-18) 

Solomon, having asserted in general that all 
is vanity, and having given some general 
proofs of it, now takes the most effectual 
method to evince the truth of it, 1. By his 
own experience; he tried them all, and 
found them vanity. 2. By an induction of 
particulars; and here he begins with that 
which bids fairest of all to be the happiness 
of a reasonable creature, and that is 
knowledge and learning; if this be vanity, 
everything else must needs be so.  

I. Solomon tells us here what trial he had 
made of it, and that with such advantages 
that, if true satisfaction could have been 
found in it, he would have found it. His high 
station gave him an opportunity of 
improving himself in all parts of learning, 
and particularly in politics and the conduct 
of human affairs… Solomon's great wealth 
and honor put him into a capacity of making 
his court the center of learning and the 
rendezvous of learned men, of furnishing 
himself with the best of books, and either 
conversing or corresponding with all the 
wise and knowing part of mankind then in 
being, who made application to him to 
learn of him, by which he could not but 
improve himself… 

He made it his business to acquaint himself 
with all the things that are done under the 
sun, that are done by the providence of God 
or by the art and prudence of man. He set 
himself to get all the insight he could into 
philosophy and mathematics, into 
husbandry and trade, merchandise and 
mechanics, into the history of former ages 
and the present state of other kingdoms, 
their laws, customs, and policies, into men's 
different tempers, capacities, and projects, 
and the methods of managing them; he set 

himself not only to seek, but to search, to 
pry into, that which is most intricate, and 
which requires the closes application of 
mind and the most vigorous and constant 
prosecution. Though he was a prince, he 
made himself a drudge to learning, was not 
discouraged by its knots, nor took up short 
of its depths. And this he did, not merely to 
gratify his own genius, but to qualify himself 
for the service of God, and his generation, 
and to make an experiment how far the 
enlargement of the knowledge would go 
towards the settlement and repose of the 
mind. …So industrious was Solomon to 
improve himself in knowledge that he 
gained instruction both by the wisdom of 
prudent men and by the madness of foolish 
men, by the field of the slothful, as well as 
of the diligent. 

II. He tells us what was the result of this 
trial, to confirm what he had said, that all 
is vanity. 

1. He found that his searches after 
knowledge were very toilsome, and a 
weariness not only to the flesh, but to the 
mind. This sore travail, this difficulty that 
there is in searching after truth and finding 
it, God has given to the sons of men to be 
afflicted with, as a punishment for our first 
parents' coveting forbidden knowledge. As 
bread for the body, so that for the soul, 
must be got and eaten in the sweat of our 
face, whereas both would have been had 
without labor if Adam had not sinned. 

2. He found that the more he saw of the 
works done under the sun the more he 
saw of their vanity; nay, and the sight often 
occasioned him vexation of spirit…  

The more we see of the world the more we 
see to make us uneasy, and with Heraclitus, 
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to look upon all with weeping eyes. 
Solomon especially perceived that the 
knowledge of wisdom and folly was vex-
ation of spirit.  It vexed him to see many 
that had wisdom not use it, and many that 
had folly not strive against it. It vexed him 
when he knew wisdom to see how far off it 
stood from the children of men, and, when 
he saw folly, to see how fast it was bound in 
their hearts. 

3. He found that when he had got some 
knowledge he could neither gain that 
satisfaction to himself nor do that good to 
others with it which he expected…  

The paths of learning are as much a 
labyrinth as ever they were. The minds and 
manners of men are crooked and perverse. 
Solomon thought, with his wisdom and 
power together, thoroughly to reform his 
kingdom, and make that straight which he 
found crooked; but he was disappointed.  

All the philosophy and politics in the world 
will not restore the corrupt nature of man 
to its primitive rectitude; we find the 
insufficiency of them both in others and in 
ourselves. Learning will not alter men's 
natural tempers, nor cure them of their 
sinful distempers; nor will it change the 
constitution of things in this world; a vale of 
tears it is and so it will be when all is done. 

4. Upon the whole, therefore, he con-
cluded that great scholars do but make 
themselves great mourners; for in much 
wisdom is much grief…  

The more we know the more we see there 
is to be known, and consequently we 
perceive with greater clearness that our 
work is without end, and the more we see 
of our former mistakes and blunders, which 
occasions much grief. The more we see of 
men's different sentiments and opinions, 
the more at a loss we are, it may be, which 
is in the right. Those that increase know-
ledge have so much the more quick and 
sensible perception of the calamities of this 
world, and for one discovery they make 
that is pleasing, perhaps, they make ten 
that are displeasing, and so they increase 
sorrow.  

Let us not therefore be driven off from the 
pursuit of any useful knowledge, but put on 
patience to break through the sorrow of it; 
but let us despair of finding true happiness 
in this knowledge, and expect it only in the 
knowledge of God and the careful discharge 
of our duty to him. He that increases in 
heavenly wisdom, and in an experimental 
acquaintance with the principles, powers, 
and pleasures of the spiritual and divine 
life, increases joy, such as will shortly be 
consummated in everlasting joy. 

 
What thought from Matthew Henry’s words stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Re-read Ecclesiastes 1:1-18 and consider the truths that you have 
learned from this passage this week. Seek to apply the message of 
Ecclesiastes 1:1-18 to your daily life. 

 
What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Ecclesiastes 1:1-18? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Teacher, apparently at the later stages of his life, saw life as it really was. His youthful 
idealism was shattered. His “dreams” of a better world were confronted with the reality that 
things simply do not change and that the world continues on without any regard for humanity. 
 
Here are seven basic truths that the Teacher teaches us in the first class of Reality 101: 

1. The world is filled with futility, vanity, and enigmas that cannot be solved. 
2. No matter what we may “gain” in this world we cannot keep it. 
3. The world continues on in an endless cycle without any regard for our individual lives. 
4. We will never be fully satisfied in this world. 
5. There is really nothing “new” in this world that will satisfy us (despite the ads ).  
6. There are things wrong in this world that we do not have the power to change.  
7. The more we know, the more we see the sad reality of these truths.  

 
Which of these truths stand out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What other hard truths have you learned about life by your own experience and observation? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Is it easy or hard for you to face the difficult realities of life?  ___________________________   
 
If you could change one thing about the world, what would it be? _______________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DAY FIVE 
Application 
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Pray the Lord’s Prayer out loud. Feel the longing for Christ’s kingdom to come to earth. 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be Your name. 
Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, 
As we forgive our debtors. 
And do not lead us into temptation, 
But deliver us from the evil one. 
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
Amen. (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 
 

-------------------------------------------- 
 
 
SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 
The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the truth of 
Ecclesiastes 1:1-18. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned. 
 
 When was the first time in your life that you can remember being confronted with the hard 

realities of life (e.g., disappointment, rejection, divorce, death, etc.)? How did you respond? 
 
 Why do you think God has included the book of Ecclesiastes in the Bible?  

 Which of the seven truths listed on page 16 stands out to you the most? Why? 

 What other hard truths about life have you learned by observation or experience?  

 Do you think Ecclesiastes is a good book to teach young people? Or do you think it should 
be reserved for people a little later in life? What age is probably the best age to hear the 
message of the Teacher? 

 Did you discover anything new, interesting, or meaningful in your study of this passage this 
week? Or in your reading of Matthew Henry? If so, what? 

 What is one thing that you would like to change about this world? Why? How will the 
coming of the kingdom of heaven to earth change this thing?  

 Pray together the Lord’s Prayer. 
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ECCLESIASTES 2:1-26 
Searching for Satisfaction 

 
In Ecclesiastes 2, the Teacher begins his personal experiment to find 
lasting satisfaction in life. Is there anything that will truly satisfy? 
Because of his wealth and power, the Teacher has the ability and 

opportunity to try everything that the world says will satisfy. But, in the end, nothing works.  
 
Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read this passage. Mark words or phrases that 
stand out to you. Write down the main message or thought next to each paragraph. 
 

I said in my heart, “Come now, I will test you with pleasure; enjoy 
yourself.” But behold, this also was vanity. 2 I said of laughter, “It is 
mad,” and of pleasure, “What use is it?” 3 I searched with my heart how to 
cheer my body with wine—my heart still guiding me with wisdom—and 
how to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was good for the children of 
man to do under heaven during the few days of their life. 4 I made great 
works. I built houses and planted vineyards for myself. 5 I made myself 
gardens and parks, and planted in them all kinds of fruit trees. 6 I made 
myself pools from which to water the forest of growing trees. 7 I bought 
male and female slaves, and had slaves who were born in my house. I had 
also great possessions of herds and flocks, more than any who had been 
before me in Jerusalem. 8 I also gathered for myself silver and gold and 
the treasure of kings and provinces. I got singers, both men and women, 
and many concubines, the delight of the sons of man. 

9 So I became great and surpassed all who were before me in Jerusalem. 
Also my wisdom remained with me. 10 And whatever my eyes desired I 
did not keep from them. I kept my heart from no pleasure, for my heart 
found pleasure in all my toil, and this was my reward for all my toil. 
11 Then I considered all that my hands had done and the toil I had 
expended in doing it, and behold, all was vanity and a striving after wind, 
and there was nothing to be gained under the sun. 

12 So I turned to consider wisdom and madness and folly. For what can the 
man do who comes after the king? Only what has already been done. 
13 Then I saw that there is more gain in wisdom than in folly, as there is 
more gain in light than in darkness. 14 The wise person has his eyes in his 
head, but the fool walks in darkness. And yet I perceived that the same 
event happens to all of them. 15 Then I said in my heart, “What happens to 
the fool will happen to me also. Why then have I been so very wise?” And 
I said in my heart that this also is vanity. 16 For of the wise as of the fool 
there is no enduring remembrance, seeing that in the days to come all will 
have been long forgotten. How the wise dies just like the fool! 17 So I 
hated life, because what is done under the sun was grievous to me, for all 
is vanity and a striving after wind. 

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 



Community Bible Church 19 Summer 2022 

18 I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave 
it to the man who will come after me, 19 and who knows whether he will 
be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of all for which I toiled and used 
my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20 So I turned about and 
gave my heart up to despair over all the toil of my labors under the sun, 
21 because sometimes a person who has toiled with wisdom and know-
ledge and skill must leave everything to be enjoyed by someone who did 
not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22 What has a man from 
all the toil and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun? 
23 For all his days are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in 
the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity. 

24 There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink 
and find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, 
25 for apart from him who can eat or who can have enjoyment? 26 For to 
the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, 
but to the sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting, 
only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving 
after wind. (ESV) 

Circle the word “I” in 2:1-21. How many times is the word “I” used in these verses? ________ 
 
What things did the Teacher try in order to find satisfaction in life? Fill in the blanks below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What conclusions did he come to after his personal experiment to find satisfaction? 

2:11 __________________________________________________________________________ 

2:12-17 _______________________________________________________________________ 

2:18-21 _______________________________________________________________________ 

2:22-23 _______________________________________________________________________ 

2:24-26 _______________________________________________________________________ 

2:1-2 

2:3 

2:4-6 

2:7-8a 

2:8b 

2:9 2:10 
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Quiet your heart and allow God to speak through His Word. Slowly read 
Ecclesiastes 2:24-26 several times. Reflect on each word. Meditate on 
them over and over until you memorize them.  

 
A person can do nothing better than to eat and drink  
 and find satisfaction in their own toil.  
This too, I see, is from the hand of God,  
 for without Him, who can eat or find enjoyment?  
To the person who pleases Him,  
 God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness,  
But to the sinner He gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth  
 to hand it over to the one who pleases God.  
This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind. (NIV) 
 
Write down the observations that you can make from this passage, sketch out any images or 
thoughts that you have, or simply rewrite the passage below giving emphasis to key words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offer your thoughts on this passage back to God in the form of a personalized prayer.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 
better understand its meaning. A word study on a key term and/or 
looking up parallel passages can help you grow in your understanding.   

 
There are many interesting parallels between the Teacher’s actions in Ecclesiastes 2:4-7 and 
God’s creative work in Genesis 2:4-10. Consider the parallel descriptions below. 
 

Genesis 2:4-10 Ecclesiastes 2:4-7 
When the Lord God made the earth and the 
heavens, neither wild plants nor grains were 
growing on the earth. For the Lord God had 
not yet sent rain to water the earth, and 
there were no people to cultivate the 
soil. Instead, springs came up from the 
ground and watered all the land. Then 
the Lord God formed the man from the dust 
of the ground. He breathed the breath of life 
into the man’s nostrils, and the man became 
a living person. 
  
Then the Lord God planted a garden in Eden 
in the east, and there he placed the man he 
had made. The Lord God made all sorts of 
trees grow up from the ground—trees that 
were beautiful and that produced delicious 
fruit. In the middle of the garden he placed 
the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil.  A river flowed from the land 
of Eden, watering the garden and then 
dividing into four branches. 
 

I enlarged my works:  
I built houses for myself,  
I planted vineyards for myself;  
I made gardens and parks for myself,  
and I planted in them all kinds of fruit trees;  
I made ponds of water for myself from which 
to irrigate a forest of growing trees.  
I acquired male and female servants, and had 
servants born in my house. Yes, I had greater 
possessions of herds and flocks than all who 
were in Jerusalem before me. 
 
In what ways did the Teacher try to recreate 
the Garden of Eden? 

 
After God finished His creative work in seven days, He declared it “very good” (Genesis 1:31). 
 
In contrast, what was the Teacher’s conclusion after he finished all of his labor? (Eccl. 2:17-18) 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Why do you think the Teacher’s conclusions were so much different than God’s? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY THREE 
Interpretation 
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Solomon’s pursuit of pleasure in wine, folly, wealth, possessions, and sex stand in direct 
contrast to his words of wisdom given earlier in his life in the book of Proverbs.  
 
Read the Proverbs below and write down what Solomon taught about each of these things. 
 

Wine is a mocker and beer a brawler; 
    whoever is led astray by them is not wise. (Proverbs 20:1) 
 
Who has woe? Who has sorrow? 
    Who has strife? Who has complaints? 
    Who has needless bruises? Who has bloodshot eyes? 
Those who linger over wine, 
    who go to sample bowls of mixed wine. 
Do not gaze at wine when it is red, 
    when it sparkles in the cup, 
    when it goes down smoothly! 
In the end it bites like a snake 
    and poisons like a viper. (Proverbs 23:29-32) 

 
What did Solomon teach about wine? ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Whoever trusts in his riches will fall,  
but the righteous will flourish like a green leaf. (Proverbs 11:28) 
 
Do not toil to acquire wealth; 
    be discerning enough to desist. 
When your eyes light on it, it is gone, 
    for suddenly it sprouts wings, 
    flying like an eagle toward heaven. (Proverbs 23:4-5) 

 
What did Solomon teach about pursuing riches? _____________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Proverbs 31, King Lemuel recounts the lessons that his mother taught him. Jewish tradition 
identifies King Lemuel as Solomon. The name “Lemuel” (meaning “belonging to God”) was 
perhaps the “name of endearment” given to him by his mother, Bathsheba.  
 

The words of King Lemuel. An oracle that his mother taught him: 
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2 What are you doing, my son? What are you doing, son of my womb? 
    What are you doing, son of my vows? 
3 Do not give your strength to women, 
    your ways to those who destroy kings. 
4 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, 
    it is not for kings to drink wine, 
    or for rulers to take strong drink, 
5 lest they drink and forget what has been decreed 
    and pervert the rights of all the afflicted. 
6 Give strong drink to the one who is perishing, 
    and wine to those in bitter distress; 
7 let them drink and forget their poverty 
    and remember their misery no more. 
8 Open your mouth for the mute, 
    for the rights of all who are destitute. 
9 Open your mouth, judge righteously, 
    defend the rights of the poor and needy. 

 
In what ways did Solomon not follow his mother’s advice in Ecclesiastes 2? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read 1 Kings 11:1-8. This passage records the reason for Solomon’s downfall as king. 
 

Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, 
Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 2 from the nations concerning which the Lord 
had said to the people of Israel, “You shall not enter into marriage with them, neither shall they 
with you, for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in 
love. 3 He had 700 wives, who were princesses, and 300 concubines. And his wives turned away 
his heart. 4 For when Solomon was old his wives turned away his heart after other gods, and his 
heart was not wholly true to the Lord his God, as was the heart of David his father. 5 For Solomon 
went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the 
Ammonites. 6 So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the Lord and did not wholly follow the 
Lord, as David his father had done. 7 Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomina-
tion of Moab, and for Molech the abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jeru-
salem. 8 And so he did for all his foreign wives, who made offerings and sacrificed to their gods. 

 
What caused Solomon’s downfall? _________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the following excerpt from Matthew Henry’s Exposition of the Old 
and New Testaments. Matthew Henry (1662-1714) was a pastor, 
speaker, and author from Chester, England.  

 
Solomon having pronounced all vanity, and 
particularly knowledge and learning, which 
he was so far from giving himself joy of that 
he found the increase of it did but increase 
his sorrow, in this chapter he goes on to 
show what reason he has to be tired of this 
world, and with what little reason most 
men are fond of it… 

Verses 1-11 

Solomon here, in pursuit of the summum 
bonum—the happiness of man, adjourns 
out of his study, his library, his laboratory, 
his council-chamber, where he had in vain 
sought for it, into the park and the play-
house, his garden and his summer-house. 
He exchanges the company of the philo-
sophers and grave senators for that of the 
comedians and playboys, to try if he could 
find true satisfaction and happiness among 
them. Here he takes a great step down-
ward, from the noble pleasures of the 
intellect to the brutal ones of physical 
sense; yet, if he resolve to make a thorough 
trial, he must knock at this door, because 
here a great part of mankind imagine they 
have found that which he was in quest of. 

I. He resolved to try what mirth would do 
and the pleasures of wit, whether he 
should be happy if he constantly enter-
tained himself and others with merry 
stories and jests, banter and drollery; if he 
should furnish himself with all the pretty 
ingenious turns and repartees he could 
invent or pick up, fit to be laughed over, 
and all the bulls, and blunders, and foolish 
things, he could hear of, fit to be ridiculed 
and laughed at, so that he might be always 

in a merry humor… "Try therefore," says 
Solomon, "to laugh and be fat, to laugh and 
be happy." 

What was the result of this experiment? 
Behold, this also is vanity, like all the rest; it 
yields no true satisfaction, v. 2. I said of 
laughter, It is mad, or, Thou art mad, and 
therefore I will have nothing to do with 
thee; and of mirth (of all sports and recrea-
tions and whatever pretends to be diver-
ting), What are you doing? Innocent mirth, 
soberly, seasonable, and moderately used, 
is a good thing, fits for business, and helps 
to soften the toils and chagrins of human 
life; but, when it is excessive and 
immoderate, it is foolish and fruitless. 

II. Finding himself not happy in that which 
pleased his fancy, he resolved next to try 
that which would please the palate, v. 3. 
Since the knowledge of the creature would 
not satisfy, he would see what the liberal 
use of it would do: I sought in my heart to 
give myself unto wine, that is, to good meat 
and good drink. Many give themselves to 
these without consulting their hearts at all, 
not looking any further than merely the 
gratification of the sensual appetite; but 
Solomon applied himself to it rationally, and 
as a man, critically, and only to make an 
experiment… 

This Solomon proposed to himself, but he 
found it vanity; for those that think to give 
themselves to wine, and yet to acquaint 
their hearts with wisdom, will perhaps 
deceive themselves as much as those do 
that think to serve both God and mammon. 
Wine is a mocker; it is a great cheat; and it 

DAY FOUR 
Devotion 
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will be impossible for any man to say that 
thus far he will give himself to it and no 
further… The days of our life are numbered 
to us by Him in whose hand our times are 
and they are all to be spent as He directs. 
But that any man should give himself to 
wine, in hopes to find out in that the best 
way of living in this world, was an absurdity 
which Solomon here, in the reflection, 
condemns himself for. Is it possible that this 
should be the good that men should do? 
No; it is plainly very bad.  

III. Perceiving quickly that it was folly to 
give himself to wine, he next tried the 
most costly entertainments and 
amusements of princes and great men. He 
had a vast income; the revenue of his crown 
was very great, and he laid it out so as 
might most please his own humor and 
make him look great. 

1. He gave himself much to building, both 
in the city and in the country; and, having 
been at such vast expense in the beginning 
of his reign to build a house for God, he was 
the more excusable if afterwards he 
pleased his own fancy in building for 
himself… We read of Solomon's buildings (1 
Ki. 9:15-19), and they were all great works, 
such as became his purse, and spirit, and 
great dignity. See his mistake though; he 
enquired after the good works he should do 
(v. 3), and, in pursuit of the enquiry, applied 
himself to great works instead. 

2. He took to love a garden, which is to 
some as bewitching as building. He planted 
himself vineyards, which the soil and cli-
mate of the land of Canaan favored; he 
made himself fine gardens and orchards (v. 
5), and perhaps the art of gardening was no 
way inferior then to what it is now. He had 
not only forests of timber-trees, but trees of 

all kinds of fruit, which he himself had 
planted; and, if any worldly business would 
yield a man happiness, surely it must be 
that which Adam was employed in while he 
was in innocency. 

3. He laid out a great deal of money in 
water-works, ponds, and canals, not for 
sport and diversion, but for use, to water 
the wood that brings forth trees (v. 6); he 
not only planted, but watered, and then left 
it to God to give the increase. 

4. He increased his family. When he 
proposed to himself to do great works he 
must employ many hands, and therefore 
procured servants and maidens, which were 
bought with his money, and of those he had 
servants born in his house, v. 7. Thus his 
retinue was enlarged and his court 
appeared more magnificent… 

5. He did not neglect country business, but 
both entertained and enriched himself with 
that, and was not diverted from it either by 
his studies or by his pleasures. He had large 
possessions of great and small cattle, herds 
and flocks, as his father had before him (1 
Chr. 27:29), not forgetting that his father, in 
the beginning, was a keeper of sheep. 

6. He grew very rich, and was not at all 
impoverished by his building and gardening, 
as many are, who, for that reason only, 
repent it, and call it vanity and vexation. 
Solomon scattered and yet increased. He 
filled his exchequer with silver and gold, 
which yet did not stagnate there, but were 
made to circulate through his kingdom, so 
that he made silver to be in Jerusalem as 
common as stones (1 Ki. 10:27)… 

7. He had every thing that was charming 
and distracting, all sorts of melody and 
music, vocal and instrumental, men-singers 
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and women-singers, the best voices he 
could pick up, and all the wind and band-
instruments that were then in use. His 
father had a genius for music, but it should 
seem he employed it more to serve his 
devotion than the son, who made it more 
for his diversion… 

8. He enjoyed, more than ever any man 
did, a composition of rational and sensitive 
pleasures at the same time. He was, in this 
respect, great, and increased more than all 
that were before him, that he was wise 
amidst a thousand earthly enjoyments... 

9. We have, at length, the judgment he 
deliberately gave of all this, v. 11. When 
the Creator had made his great works he 
reviewed them, and behold, all was very 
good; every thing pleased him. But when 
Solomon reviewed all his works that his 
hands had wrought with the utmost cost 
and care, and the labor that he had labored 
to do in order to make himself easy and 
happy, nothing answered his expectation; 
behold, all was vanity and vexation of 
spirit; he had no satisfaction in it, no 
advantage by it; there was no profit under 
the sun, neither by the employments nor by 
the enjoyments of this world.  

Verses 12-16 

Solomon having tried what satisfaction was 
to be had in learning first, and then in the 
pleasures of sense, and having also put both 
together, here compares them one with 
another and passes a judgment upon them. 

I. He sets himself to consider both wisdom 
and folly. He had considered these before 
(1:17); but lest it should be thought he was 
then too quick in passing a judgment upon 
them, he here turns himself again to behold 
them, to see if, upon a second view and 

second thoughts, he could gain more satis-
faction in the search than he had done 
upon the first. He was sick of his pleasures, 
and, as nauseating them, he turned from 
them… The baffled trial needs not be 
repeated. No man can expect to find more 
satisfaction in the world than Solomon did, 
nor to gain a greater insight into the prin-
ciples of morality; when a man has done 
what he can, still it is that which has been 
already done. 

II. He gives the preference to wisdom far 
before folly… The pleasures of wisdom, 
though they suffice not to make men 
happy, yet vastly transcend the pleasures of 
wine. Wisdom enlightens the soul with sur-
prising discoveries and necessary directions 
for the right government of itself; but 
sensuality (for that seems to be especially 
the folly here meant) clouds and eclipses 
the mind, and is as darkness to it; it puts 
out men's eyes, makes them to stumble in 
the way and wander out of it. Though 
wisdom and knowledge will not make a 
man happy (St Paul shows a more excellent 
way than gifts, and that is grace), yet it is 
much better to have them than to be 
without them, in respect of our present 
safety, comfort, and usefulness… 

III. Yet he maintains that, in respect of 
lasting happiness and satisfaction, the 
wisdom of this world gives a man very 
little advantage… The same sickness, the 
same sword, devours wise men and fools… 
Between the death of a godly and a wicked 
man there is a great difference, but not 
between the death of a wise man and a 
fool; the fool is buried and forgotten…and 
wise and learned men, when they have 
been awhile there out of sight, grow out of 
mind, a new generation arises that knew 
them not. 
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Verses 17-26 

Business is a thing that wise men have 
pleasure in. They are in their element when 
they are in their business, and complain if 
they be out of business. They may some-
times be tired with their business, but they 
are not weary of it, nor willing to leave it 
off. Here therefore one would expect to 
have found the good that men should do, 
but Solomon tried this too; after a contem-
plative life and a hedonistic life, he betook 
himself to an active life, and found no more 
satisfaction in it than in the other; still it is 
all vanity and vexation of spirit, of which he 
gives an account in these verses… 

I. What the business was which he made 
trial of; it was business under the sun (v. 17-
20), about the things of this world, sub-
lunary things, the riches, honors, and 
pleasures of this present time; it was the 
business of a king… That which many 
people have in their eye more than any 
thing else, in the prosecution of their 
worldly business, is to show themselves 
wise, to get the reputation of ingenious 
men and men of sense and application. 

II. His falling out with this business. He 
soon grew weary of it. 1. He hated all his 
labor, because he did not meet with that 
satisfaction in which he expected. After he 
had had his fine houses, and gardens, and 
water-works, awhile, he began to nauseate 
them, and look upon them with contempt, 
as children, who are eager for a toy and 
fond of it at first, but, when they have 
played with it awhile, are weary of it, and 
throw it away, and must have another… 

Have we so often dug and sunk into this 
earth for some rich mine of satisfaction, 
and found not the least sign or token of it, 

but been always frustrated in the search, 
and shall we not at length set our hearts at 
rest and despair of ever finding it? He came 
to that, at length, that he hated life itself (v. 
17), because it is subject to so many toils 
and troubles, and a constant series of 
disappointments. God had given Solomon 
such largeness of heart, and such vast 
capacities of mind, that he experienced 
more than other men of the unsatisfying 
nature of all the things of this life and their 
insufficiency to make him happy. Life itself, 
that is so precious to a man, and such a 
blessing to a good man, may become a 
burden to a man of business. 

III. The reasons of this quarrel with his life 
and labors. Two things made him weary of 
them— 
 
1. That his business was so great a toil to 
himself: The work that he had wrought 
under the sun was grievous unto him, v. 17. 
His thoughts and cares about it, and that 
close and constant application of mind 
which was requisite to it, were a burden 
and fatigue to him, especially when he grew 
old. It is the effect of a curse on that we are 
to work upon [Gen. 3:17-19]. 

2. That the gains of his business must all be 
left to others. Prospect of advantage is the 
spring of action and the spur of industry; 
therefore men labor, because they hope to 
get by it; if the hope fail, the labor flags; 
and therefore Solomon quarreled with all 
the works, the great works, he had made, 
because they would not be of any lasting 
advantage to himself. He must leave them. 
He could not at death take them away with 
him, nor any share of them, nor should he 
return any more to them (Job 7:10), nor 
would the remembrance of them do him 
any good, Luke 16:25. But I must leave all to 
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the man that shall be after me, to the 
generation that comes up in the room of 
that which is passing away. As there were 
many before us, who built the houses that 
we live in, and into whose purchases and 
labors we have entered, so there shall be 
many after us, who shall live in the houses 
that we build, and enjoy the fruit of our 
purchases and labors.  

IV. The best use which is therefore to be 
made of the wealth of this world, and that 
is to use it cheerfully, to take the comfort 
of it, and do good with it. With this he 
concludes the chapter, v. 24-26. There is no 
true happiness to be found in these things. 
They are vanity, and, if happiness be 
expected from them, the disappointment 
will be vexation of spirit. But he will put us 
in a way to make the best of them, and to 
avoid the inconveniences he had observed. 
We must neither over-toil ourselves, so as, 
in pursuit of more, to rob ourselves of the 
comfort of what we have, nor must we 
over-hoard for hereafter, nor lose our own 
enjoyment of what we have to lay it up for 
those that shall come after us, but serve 
ourselves out of it first… 

These things will not make a happiness for 
the soul; all the good we can have out of 
them is for the body, and if we make use of 
them for the comfortable support of that, 
so that it may be fit to serve the soul and 

able to keep pace with it in the service of 
God, then they turn to a good account. 
There is therefore nothing better for a man, 
as to these things, than to allow himself a 
sober cheerful use of them, according as his 
rank and condition are, to have meat and 
drink out of them for himself, his family, his 
friends, and so delight his senses and make 
his soul enjoy good, all the good that is to 
be had out of them; do not lose that, in 
pursuit of that good which is not to be had 
out of them… 

We must herein acknowledge God; we must 
see that it is from the hand of God, that is…  

1. The good things themselves that we 
enjoy are so, not only the products of his 
creating power, but the gifts of his provi-
dential bounty to us. And then they are 
truly pleasant to us when we take them 
from the hand of God as a Father, when we 
eye his wisdom giving us that which is 
fittest for us, and acquiesce in it, and taste 
his love and goodness, relish them, and are 
thankful for them.  

2. A heart to enjoy them is so; this is the 
gift of God's grace. Unless he give us wis-
dom to make a right use of what he has, in 
his providence, bestowed upon us, and with 
peace of conscience, that we may discern 
God's favor in the world's smiles, we cannot 
make our souls enjoy any good in them. 

 
What thought from Matthew Henry’s words stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Re-read Ecclesiastes 2:1-26 and consider the truths that you have 
learned from this passage this week. Seek to apply the message of 
Ecclesiastes 2:1-26 to your daily life. 

 
What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Ecclesiastes 2:1-26? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Teacher’s search for lasting satisfaction and happiness in this world is the search that all of 
us pursue to one degree or another. Consider this quote by Blaise Pascal (1623-62): 
 

All men seek happiness. This is without exception. Whatever different means they employ, they 
all tend to this end. The cause of some going to war, and of others avoiding it, is the same desire 
in both, attended with different views. The will never takes the least step but to this object. This 
is the motive of every action of every man, even of those who hang themselves. 
 

Most advertisements are based on 
this premise. Advertisers know that 
we are looking for happiness and 
they promise it in some consumer 
product or experience.  
 
Analyze this vintage beer advertise-
ment. What elements are part of 
the “good life” according to this ad? 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

DAY FIVE 
Application 
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The Teacher tried everything to find happiness—knowledge, education, wealth, wine, enter-
tainment, laughter, building projects, achievements, power, possessions, business, gardening, 
music, success, greatness in the eyes of others, and unbridled sexual pleasure.  
 
Which of these things is most tempting to you as a way of finding lasting satisfaction? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In what ways have you already found that these things do not bring lasting satisfaction? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Teacher does not recommend becoming an ascetic and rejecting everything in the world 
nor does he advocate becoming a monk and escaping the world. Instead he encourages us to 
see the things of this world as they really are—nothing more and nothing less.  
 
Ecclesiastes 2:24-26 is the first of seven carpe diem passages in this book (3:12-13; 3:22; 5:18-
20; 8:15; 9:7-10; 11:9-10). These passages encourage us to enjoy the things of this world in the 
right way—to see them as good gifts from God and not as gods themselves.  
 

A person can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in their own toil.  
This too, I see, is from the hand of God, for without Him, who can eat or find enjoyment?  

 
What is the difference between enjoying something as a good gift from God and seeing it as a 
god itself? How can you tell when you are treating something more like an idol than a gift? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Reflect on 1 Timothy 6:17-19. What is Paul’s advice in regard to the things of this world? 
 

Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches 
but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy. Let them do good, that they be rich in 
good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time 
to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 
The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the truth of 
Ecclesiastes 2:1-26. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned. 
 
 What is a toy that you can remember really wanting as a child? Did you get this toy? Did it 

satisfy? 
 
 Think through some recent advertisements that you have seen. What does the world offer 

to us to bring us happiness or satisfaction?  

 What things are you tempted to pursue to find lasting satisfaction?  

 The Teacher tried everything and eventually came to a place of depression and despair. In 
what ways have you experienced this same kind of depression? What is something that you 
thought would bring you happiness that was ultimately disappointing? 

 What is the difference between seeing something as a gift and as a god? How can you know 
when you treating a good gift from God like an idol? 

 Did you discover anything new, interesting, or meaningful in your study of this passage this 
week? Or in your reading of Matthew Henry? If so, what? 

 If you were completely honest, what is one thing that you are still pursuing to give you 
lasting satisfaction or happiness? How can you lay this on the altar before God and see it as 
a gift and not as a god?  

 
 
 
 
 

I think everybody should get rich and famous 
and do everything they ever dreamed of 
so they can see that it's not the answer. 

Jim Carrey 
 
 
 

I drink not from mere joy in wine nor to scoff at faith— 
no, only to forget myself for a moment,  

that only do I want of intoxication, that alone.         

Omar Khayyam 
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ECCLESIASTES 3:1-15 
Getting a Bigger Perspective 

 
In Ecclesiastes 3, the Teacher pauses for a second and takes a step back. 
He analyzes the very nature of time and struggles with the tension that 
all finite creatures face. We sense that there is meaning and purpose to 

time—a story to some degree—but we can’t see the big picture because of our own limitations.  
 
Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read this passage. Mark words or phrases that 
stand out to you. Write down the main message or thought next to each paragraph. 
 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 
under heaven: 

2 a time to be born, and a time to die; 
  a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
3 a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
  a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
  a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
5 a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
  a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
  a time to keep, and a time to cast away; 
7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
  a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
8 a time to love, and a time to hate; 
  a time for war, and a time for peace. 

9 What gain has the worker from his toil? 10 I have seen the 
business that God has given to the children of man to be busy 
with. 11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he 
has put eternity into man's heart, yet so that he cannot find out 
what God has done from the beginning to the end.  

12 I perceived that there is nothing better for them than to be 
joyful and to do good as long as they live; 13 also that everyone 
should eat and drink and take pleasure in all his toil—this 
is God's gift to man. 

14 I perceived that whatever God does endures forever; nothing 
can be added to it, nor anything taken from it. God has done it, 
so that people fear before him. 15 That which is, already has 
been; that which is to be, already has been; and God seeks what 
has been driven away. (ESV) 

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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Fill in the chart with the 14 contrasting events that the Teacher mentions in 3:1-8. After filling 
in the chart, go back and put a (+) or a (-) by each event, marking it as either a more positive (+) 
event or a more negative (-) event. See if you can detect any pattern in these events. 
 

Verse There is a time…. There is a time… 

3:2a To be born                                                 + To die                                                          - 

3:2b   

3:3a   

3:3b   

3:4a   

3:4b   

3:5a   

3:5b   

3:6a   

3:6b   

3:7a   

3:7b   

3:8a   

3:8b   
 
What question does the Teacher come back to in 3:9 (cf. 1:3)? __________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Complete the following sentences from this passage: 

He has made everything __________________________ in its time.  

He has put _______________________ into man’s heart. 

Yet man cannot find out what God has done from ______________________ to ____________. 

The Teacher comes to two conclusions in this passage. What two things does he know? 

3:12-13 _______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

3:14-15 _______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Quiet your heart and allow God to speak through His Word. Slowly read 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 several times. Reflect on each word. Meditate on 
them over and over until you memorize them.  

 
There is a time for everything, 
and a season for every activity under the heavens: 
 a time to be born and a time to die, 
 a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
 a time to kill and a time to heal, 
 a time to tear down and a time to build, 
 a time to weep and a time to laugh, 
 a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 
 a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, 
 a time to search and a time to give up, 
 a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
 a time to tear and a time to mend, 
 a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
 a time to love and a time to hate, 
 a time for war and a time for peace. (NIV) 
 
Write down the observations that you can make from this passage, sketch out any images or 
thoughts that you have, or simply rewrite the passage below giving emphasis to key words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Offer your thoughts on this passage back to God in the form of a personalized prayer.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 
better understand its meaning. A word study on a key term and/or 
looking up parallel passages can help you grow in your understanding.   

 
Go to blueletterbible.org and type “Ecclesiastes 3” into the “Search the Bible” box. Next click on 
Ecclesiastes 3:11 to bring up the verse in the Hebrew. Find the word “beautiful” and click on the 
Strong’s number (H3303) to bring up the Hebrew word, its definition, and its usage in other 
passages in the Old Testament.  
 
What is the Hebrew word for “beautiful”? ______________________ (Use the transliteration.) 
 
How many times is it used in the Old Testament? __________ (See KJV Translation Count.)  
 
What is its definition? See Outline of Biblical Usage and Strong’s Definitions.   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In what OT book is this word used the most? ________________________ (See Search Results 
by Book in right margin or scroll down and see all the OT verses in which this word is used.) 
 
This Hebrew word reminds us that when we are finally able to step back and see the whole 
picture of time, as God does, then it will be like a beautiful tapestry, a perfect work of art. 
 
Now go to blueletterbible.org and find the word “world” (or “eternity”) in 3:11 and click on the 
Strong’s number (H5769) to bring up the Hebrew word, its definition, and its usage in other 
passages in the Old Testament.  
 
What is the Hebrew word for “eternity”? ______________________ (Use the transliteration.) 
 
How many times is it used in the Old Testament? __________ (See KJV Translation Count.)  
 
What is its definition? See Outline of Biblical Usage and Strong’s Definitions.   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
One of the names of God is El Olam. 
 

Then Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and there called on the name of 
the Lord, the Everlasting God (Genesis 21:33).  
 
You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You. 
Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord God is an everlasting Rock. (Isaiah 26:3-4) 

DAY THREE 
Interpretation 
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Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 gives us a good biblical theology on time. Read through these verses again.  
 

There is an appointed time for everything.  
And there is a time for every event under heaven. (3:1) 
 
He has made everything beautiful in its time.  
Also He has put eternity in their hearts,  
except that no one can find out the work that God does from beginning to end. (3:11) 
 
I know that whatever God does, 
It shall be forever. 
Nothing can be added to it, 
And nothing taken from it. (3:14) 
 
That which is has already been, 
And what is to be has already been; 
And God requires an account of what is past. (3:15, NKJV) 
 

Write down five things that you learn about time and eternity from these verses. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The last phrase in Ecclesiastes 3:15 is difficult to interpret. Literally, in the Hebrew, it says: 
  
 God seeks that which is driven away (or that which is pursued). 
 
Read the different translations of this verse. 
 
 God will call the past to account. (NIV) 
 God seeks justice for the persecuted [i.e., those who are chased]. (CSB) 
 God will seek to do again what has occurred in the past. (NET) 
 God holds accountable all the pursuits of humanity. (Voice) 
 God restores what is gone. (Wycliffe) 
  
These different translations remind us of the difficulty of translating some Hebrew phrases. 
However, the context of the verse reminds us that whatever God does is eternal and that He 
alone sees the whole of time, from beginning to end. There is technically no “future” to God 
since He sees everything at once. With this in mind, the last phrase could be a reminder that 
nothing is forgotten by God. No event, or no person for that matter, will ever be overlooked. 
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Read the following excerpt from Matthew Henry’s Exposition of the Old 
and New Testaments. Matthew Henry (1662-1714) was a pastor, 
speaker, and author from Chester, England.  

 
Solomon having shown the vanity of 
studies, pleasures, and business, and made 
it to appear that happiness is not to be 
found in the schools of the learned, nor in 
the gardens of Epicurus… He proceeds, in 
this chapter, further to prove his doctrine, 
and the inference he had drawn from it: We 
should cheerfully content ourselves with, 
and make use of, what God has given us… 

Verses 1-10 

I. A general proposition laid down: To every 
thing there is a season, v. 1.  

1. Those things which seem most contrary 
the one to the other will, in the revolution 
of affairs, each take their turn and come 
into play. The day will give place to the 
night and the night again to the day. Is it 
summer? It will be winter. Is it winter? Stay 
a while, and it will be summer. Every 
purpose has its time. The clearest sky will 
be clouded, Post gaudia luctus—Joy 
succeeds sorrow; and the most clouded sky 
will clear up, Post nubila Phoebus—The sun 
will burst from behind the cloud.  

2. Those things which to us seem most 
casual and contingent are, in the counsel 
and foreknowledge of God, punctually 
determined, and the very hour of them is 
fixed, and can neither be anticipated nor 
adjourned a moment. 

II. The proof and illustration of it by the 
induction of particulars, twenty-eight in 
number, according to the days of the 
moon's revolution, which is always 
increasing or decreasing between its full 
and change. Some of these changes are 

purely the act of God, others depend more 
upon the will of man, but all are determined 
by the divine counsel. Everything under 
heaven is thus changeable, but in heaven 
there is an unchangeable state, and an 
unchangeable counsel concerning these 
things. 

There is a time to be born and a time to 
die. These are determined by the divine 
counsel; and, as we were born, so we must 
die, at the time appointed, Acts 17:26… 
There is a time for men to plant, a time of 
the year, a time of their lives; but, when 
that which was planted has grown fruitless 
and useless, it is time to pluck it up. A time 
to kill, when the judgments of God are 
abroad in a land and lay all waste; but, 
when he returns in ways of mercy, then is a 
time to heal what he has torn (Hos. 6:1-2)…  

A time to break down a family, an estate, a 
kingdom, when it has ripened itself for 
destruction; but God will find a time, if they 
return and repent, to rebuild what he has 
broken down…. There is a time for men to 
break up house, and break off trade, and 
so to break down, which those that are busy 
in building up both must expect and 
prepare for. A time when God's providence 
calls to weep and mourn as in times of 
common calamity and danger… but then, 
on the other hand, there is a time when 
God calls to cheerfulness, a time to laugh 
and dance, and then he expects we 
should serve him with joyfulness and 
gladness of heart. Observe, The time of 
mourning and weeping is put first, before 
that of laughter and dancing, for we must 
first sow in tears and then reap in joy. 

DAY FOUR 
Devotion 
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A time to cast away stones, by breaking 
down and demolishing fortifications, when 
God gives peace in the borders, and there is 
no more occasion for them; but there is a 
time to gather stones together, for the 
making of strong-holds… A time to embrace 
a friend when we find him faithful, but a 
time to refrain from embracing when we 
find he is unfair or unfaithful, and that we 
have cause to suspect him; it is then our 
prudence to be shy and keep at a distance.  

A time to get, get money, get preferment, 
get good bargains and a good interest, 
when opportunity smiles, a time when a 
wise man will seek (so the word is); when 
he is setting out in the world and has a 
growing family, when he is in his prime, 
when he prospers and has a run of 
business, then it is time for him to be busy 
and make hay when the sun shines… There 
will come a time to lose, when what has 
been soon got will be soon scattered and 
cannot be held fast. A time to keep, when 
we have use for what we have got, and can 
keep it without running the hazard of a 
good conscience; but there may come a 
time to cast away, when love to God may 
oblige us to cast away what we have… 

A time to rend the garments, as upon 
occasion of some great grief, and a time to 
sew, them again, in token that the grief is 
over. A time to undo what we have done 
and a time to do again what we have 
undone… A time when it becomes us, and is 
our wisdom and duty, to keep silence, when 
it is an evil time (Amos 5:13), when our 
speaking would be the casting of pearl 
before swine, or when we are in danger of 
speaking amiss (Ps. 39:2); but there is also a 
time to speak for the glory of God and the 
edification of others, when silence would be 
the betraying of a righteous cause, and 

when with the mouth confession is to be 
made to salvation; and it is a great part of 
Christian prudence to know when to speak 
and when to hold our peace.  

A time to love, and to show ourselves 
friendly, to be free and cheerful, and it is a 
pleasant time; but there may come a time 
to hate, when we shall see cause to break 
off all familiarity with some that we have 
been fond of, and to be upon the reserve, 
as having found reason for a suspicion, 
which love is loath to admit. A time of 
war, when God draws the sword for 
judgment and gives it commission to 
devour, when men draw the sword for 
justice and the maintaining of their rights, 
when there is in the nations a disposition to 
war; but we may hope for a time of 
peace, when the sword of the Lord shall be 
sheathed and he shall make wars to 
cease (Ps. 46:9), when the end of the war is 
obtained, and when there is on all sides a 
disposition to peace. War shall not last 
always, nor is there any peace to be called 
lasting on this side the everlasting peace. 
Thus in all these changes God has set the 
one over-against the other, that we 
may rejoice as though we rejoiced not and 
weep as though we wept not. 

III. The inferences drawn from this observ-
ation. If our present state be subject to 
such vicissitude then we must not put our 
hope in it, for the good things of it are of no 
certainty, no continuance: What profit has 
he that works? What can a man promise 
himself from planting and building, when 
that which he thinks is brought to perfect-
ion may so soon, and will so surely, be 
plucked up and broken down? All our pains 
and care will not alter the mutable nature 
of the things themselves or the immutable 
counsel of God concerning them…  
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This toil and this trouble are what God has 
allotted us. He never intended this world 
for our rest, and therefore never appointed 
us to take our ease in it. To many it proves a 
gift. God gives it to men, as the physician 
gives a medicine to his patient, to do him 
good. This travail is given to us to make us 
weary of the world and desirous of the 
remaining rest. It is given to us that we may 
be kept in action, and may always have 
something to do; for we were none of us 
sent into the world to be idle... 

Verses 11-15 

We have seen what changes there are in 
the world, and must not expect to find the 
world more sure to us than it has been to 
others. Now here Solomon shows the hand 
of God in all those changes; it is he that has 
made every creature to be that to us which 
it is, and therefore we must have our eye 
always upon him. 

I. We must make the best of that which 
is, and must believe it best for the present, 
and accommodate ourselves to it: He has 
made everything beautiful in his time (3:11), 
and therefore, while its time lasts, we must 
be reconciled to it: nay, we must please 
ourselves with the beauty of it. Everything 
is as God has made it; it is really as he 
appointed it to be, not as it appears to us. 
That which to us seems most unpleasant is 
yet, in its proper time, altogether beautiful. 

There is a wonderful harmony in the divine 
Providence and all its disposals, so that the 
events of it, when they come to be con-
sidered in their relations and tendencies, 
together with the seasons of them, will 
appear very beautiful, to the glory of God 
and the comfort of those that trust in him. 
Though we see not the complete beauty of 

Providence, yet we shall see it, and a 
glorious sight it will be, when the mystery of 
God shall be finished. Then everything shall 
appear to have been done in the most 
proper time and it will be the wonder of 
eternity… 

II. We must wait with patience for the full 
discovery of that which to us seems intri-
cate and perplexed, acknowledging that we 
cannot find out the work that God makes 
from the beginning to the end, and there-
fore must judge nothing before the time. 
We are to believe that God has made all 
beautiful. Everything is done well, as in 
creation, so in providence, and we shall see 
it when the end comes, but till then we are 
incompetent judges of it. While the picture 
is in drawing, and the house in building, we 
see not the beauty of either; but when the 
artist has put his last hand to them, and 
given them their finishing strokes, then all 
appears very good. We see but the middle 
of God's works, not from the beginning of 
them (then we should see how admirably 
the plan was laid in the divine counsels), 
nor to the end of them, which crowns the 
action (then we should see the product to 
be glorious)… 

III. We must be pleased with our lot in this 
world, and cheerfully acquiesce in the will 
of God concerning us, and accommodate 
ourselves to it… It is to do good in this life, 
which is short and uncertain; we have but a 
little time to be doing good in, and there-
fore had need to redeem time. It is in this 
life, where we are in a state of trial and 
probation for another life. Every man's life 
is his opportunity of doing that which will 
make for him in eternity… Let us make 
ourselves easy, rejoice, and enjoy the good 
of our labor, as it is the gift of God, and so 
enjoy God in it, and taste his love, return 
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him thanks, and make him the center of our 
joy, eat and drink to his glory, and serve him 
with joyfulness of heart, in the abundance 
of all things… It is better to live cheerfully 
and usefully upon what we have, and let to-
morrow take thought for the things of 
itself. Grace and wisdom to do this is the 
gift of God, and it is a good gift, which 
crowns the gifts of his providential bounty. 

IV. We must be entirely satisfied in all the 
disposals of the divine Providence, both as 
to personal and public concerns, and bring 
our minds to them, because God, in all, 
performs the thing that is appointed for us, 
acts according to the counsel of his will; and 
we are here told that that counsel cannot 
be altered, and therefore it is our wisdom 
to make a virtue of necessity, by submitting 
to it… His measures are never broken, nor is 
he ever put upon new counsels, but what 
he has purposed shall be effected, and all 
the world cannot defeat nor disannul it. It 
behooves us therefore to say, "Let it be as 
God wills," for, how cross soever it may be 
to our designs and interests, God's will is his 
wisdom… As the word of God, so the works 
of God are every one of them perfect in its 
kind, and it is presumption for us either to 
add to them or to diminish from them. It is 
therefore as much our interest, as our duty, 
to bring our wills to the will of God… 

V. We must study to answer God's end in 
all his providences, which is in general to 
make us religious. God does all that men 

should fear before him, to convince them 
that there is a God above them that has a 
sovereign dominion over them, at whose 
disposal they are and all their ways, and in 
whose hands their times are and all events 
concerning them, and that therefore they 
ought to have their eyes ever towards him, 
to worship and adore him, to acknowledge 
him in all their ways, to be careful in every- 
thing to please him, and afraid of offending 
him in anything. God thus changes his 
disposals, and yet is unchangeable in his 
counsels, not to perplex us, much less to 
drive us to despair, but to teach us our duty 
to him and engage us to do it... 

VI. Whatever changes we see or feel in this 
world, we must acknowledge the inviol-
able steadiness of God's government. The 
sun rises and sets, the moon increases and 
decreases, and yet both are where they 
were, and their revolutions are in the same 
method from the beginning according 
to the ordinances of heaven; so it is with the 
events of Providence: That which has been 
is now. God has not of late begun to use 
this method. No; things were always as 
mutable and uncertain as they are now, and 
so they will be: That which is to be has al-
ready been; and therefore we speak incon-
siderately when we say, "Surely the world 
was never so bad as it is now," or "None 
ever met with such disappointments as we 
meet with," or "The times will never mend;" 
they may mend with us, and after a time to 
mourn there may come a time to rejoice…

 
What thought from Matthew Henry’s words stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Re-read Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 and consider the truths that you have 
learned from this passage this week. Seek to apply the message of 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 to your daily life. 

 
What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Ecclesiastes 3:1-15? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What time is it in your life? 

 Is it a time to pursue something that you have been putting off or is it a time to let go of 
something that you have kept pursuing? 

 Is it a time to grieve something you recently lost or is it a time to start dancing again? 

 Is it a time to hold onto some things or is it a time to get rid of some things? 

 Is it a time speak up about something or is it a time to stop talking about it? 

 Is it a time to confront someone or is it a time to forgive and to move on? 

Write down the thoughts that come to your mind about this season of your life.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:11 reminds us that God has made everything beautiful in its time. From our 
limited perspective, we cannot see the whole picture. We cannot see the beautiful tapestry 
that God is putting together. We simply have to trust Him.  
 
Read Romans 8:28 out loud and spend time thanking God for His sure promise to you. 
 
 And we know that all things work together for good  
 to those who love God,  
 to those who are the called according to His purpose. 
 

DAY FIVE 
Application 
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 
The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the truth of 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-15. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned. 
 
 Which season describes your life right now—winter (in a difficult time), spring (coming out 

of a difficult time), summer (things are going well), or fall (I sense some difficulties ahead)? 
 
 How do you know when it is the right time for something? For instance, how do you know 

when it is the time to speak and when it is the time to be silent? Or when it is the time to 
keep something and when it is the time to let it go?  

 What time is it in your life? What do you sense God telling you to do in this season of life? 

 Is Ecclesiastes 3:11 more comforting to you or frustrating to you? Why?  

 Ecclesiastes 3:15 reminds us that God sees the whole picture and that nothing escapes His 
notice. Do you ever feel forgotten or that the things that you do are unnoticed? How could 
knowing that God sees everything change the way that you think and live? 

 Did you discover anything new, interesting, or meaningful in your study of this passage this 
week? Or in your reading of Matthew Henry? If so, what? 

 Do you see life’s basic activities as God’s gift to you? Do you give thanks to God for the small 
things in life? Do you think this type of gratitude could increase your joy? Take time now to 
give thanks for at least three simple things that you often take for granted. 

 

 
We are like the desperately near-sighted, inching their way along some great tapestry or fresco in the 

attempt to take it all in. We see enough to recognize something of its quality, but the grand design 
escapes us, for we can never stand back far enough to view it as its Creator does,  

whole and entire, from the beginning to the end.                 

Derek Kidner 
 
 

I hope you never lose your sense of wonder; 
You get your fill to eat but always keep that hunger. 
May you never take one single breath for granted;  

God forbid love ever leave you empty-handed.  
I hope you still feel small when you stand beside the ocean  

Whenever one door closes I hope one more opens.  
Promise me that you'll give faith a fighting chance  
And when you get the choice to sit it out or dance… 

I hope you dance.       

Tia Sellers 



Community Bible Church 43 Summer 2022 
 



Community Bible Church 44 Summer 2022 

ECCLESIASTES 3:16-4:16 
Living in a Messed Up World 

 
In Ecclesiastes 3:16-4:16, the Teacher once again takes a long, hard look 
at the world around him. Though he knows that God makes everything 
beautiful in its time, when he looks around, it is still hard to believe.  

 
Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read this passage. Mark words or phrases that 
stand out to you. Write down the main message or thought next to each paragraph. 
 

Moreover I saw under the sun: 

In the place of judgment, 
Wickedness was there; 
And in the place of righteousness, 
Iniquity was there. 

17 I said in my heart, 

“God shall judge the righteous and the wicked, 
For there is a time there for every purpose and for every work.” 

18 I said in my heart, “Concerning the condition of the sons of 
men, God tests them, that they may see that they themselves 
are like animals.” 19 For what happens to the sons of men also 
happens to animals; one thing befalls them: as one dies, so dies 
the other. Surely, they all have one breath; man has no advantage 
over animals, for all is vanity. 20 All go to one place: all are from 
the dust, and all return to dust. 21 Who knows the spirit of the 
sons of men, which goes upward, and the spirit of the animal, 
which goes down to the earth?  

22 So I perceived that nothing is better than that a man should 
rejoice in his own works, for that is his heritage. For who can 
bring him to see what will happen after him? 

4 Then I returned and considered all the oppression that is done 
under the sun: 

And look! The tears of the oppressed, 
But they have no comforter— 
On the side of their oppressors there is power, 
But they have no comforter. 
2 Therefore I praised the dead who were already dead, 
More than the living who are still alive. 

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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3 Yet, better than both is he who has never existed, 
Who has not seen the evil work that is done under the sun. 

4 Again, I saw that for all toil and every skillful work a man is 
envied by his neighbor. This also is vanity and grasping for the 
wind. 

5 The fool folds his hands 
And consumes his own flesh. 
 

6 Better a handful with quietness 
Than both hands full,  
Together with toil and grasping for the wind. 

7 Then I returned, and I saw vanity under the sun: 

8 There is one alone, without companion: 
He has neither son nor brother. 
Yet there is no end to all his labors, 
Nor is his eye satisfied with riches. 
But he never asks, 
“For whom do I toil and deprive myself of good?” 
This also is vanity and a grave misfortune. 

9 Two are better than one, 
Because they have a good reward for their labor. 
10 For if they fall, one will lift up his companion. 
But woe to him who is alone when he falls, 
For he has no one to help him up. 
11 Again, if two lie down together, they will keep warm; 
But how can one be warm alone? 
12 Though one may be overpowered by another, two can 
withstand him. 
And a threefold cord is not quickly broken. 

13 Better a poor and wise youth 
Than an old and foolish king who will be admonished no more. 
14 For he comes out of prison to be king, 
Although he was born poor in his kingdom. 
15 I saw all the living who walk under the sun; 
They were with the second youth who stands in his place. 
16 There was no end of all the people over whom he was made 
king; 
Yet those who come afterward will not rejoice in him. 
Surely this also is vanity and grasping for the wind. (NKJV) 
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Go back through this passage and circle or highlight the words “I saw” or “I considered.”     
The Teacher takes a look at the world around him in this passage. What does he see? 

3:16 __________________________________________________________________________ 

4:1 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

4:4 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

4:7-8 _________________________________________________________________________ 

4:15-16 _______________________________________________________________________ 

What does the Teacher say “in his heart” after observing these things? 

3:17 __________________________________________________________________________ 

3:18-21 _______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What other conclusions does the Teacher come to as he sees the hard realities of life? 

3:22 __________________________________________________________________________ 

4:2-3 _________________________________________________________________________ 

4:6 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

4:9-12 ________________________________________________________________________ 

4:13 __________________________________________________________________________ 

Complete the following sentences based on this passage: 

God will ________________ the righteous and the wicked.  

There is nothing better than that a person should _________________ in their own works. 

Better a handful with ____________________ than both hands full. 

Woe to him who is ___________________ when he falls. 

Why is two better than one? ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Quiet your heart and allow God to speak through His Word. Slowly read 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 several times. Reflect on each word. Meditate on 
them over and over until you memorize them.  

 
Two are better than one, 
 because they have a good return for their labor: 
 If either of them falls down, 
 one can help the other up. 
 But pity anyone who falls 
 and has no one to help them up. 
  
Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. 
 But how can one keep warm alone? 
 Though one may be overpowered, 
 two can defend themselves. 
 A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. (NIV) 
 
Write down the observations that you can make from this passage, sketch out any images or 
thoughts that you have, or simply rewrite the passage below giving emphasis to key words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Offer your thoughts on this passage back to God in the form of a personalized prayer.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 
better understand its meaning. A word study on a key term and/or 
looking up parallel passages can help you grow in your understanding.   

 
As you study Ecclesiastes, it is important to remember that the Teacher is giving us a perspec-
tive from “under the sun.” He is observing life on this earth as he sees it. These observations 
often create unresolved tensions with his faith and the truths that he learned as a child. 
 
For instance, in 3:16-21, the Teacher goes back and forth from his observations to his faith. 
 

3:16 I see wickedness in the legal system, the very place where righteousness is supposed to be! 
3:17   But I know (by my faith) that God will ultimately judge the righteous and the wicked. 
3:18-21  But then again, how do I know what happens after death? Maybe there is no real 

 difference between animals and humans. 
 
Ecclesiastes forces us to face these tensions without always giving us the answers that we want. 
 
In 4:4-8, the Teacher makes his observations on labor and work as he sees it “under the sun.” 
These observations would not always square with what he was taught from biblical wisdom.  
 
Read the following Proverbs. Mark or highlight what they teach you about work. 
 

How long will you lie there, you sluggard? When will you get up from your sleep? 
A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest— 
And poverty will come on you like a thief and scarcity like an armed man. (6:9-11) 
 
The hand of the diligent will rule, while the slothful will be put to forced labor. (12:24) 
 
The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing,  
While the soul of the diligent is richly supplied. (13:4) 
 
All hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty. (14:23) 
 
The plans of the diligent lead only to plenty,  
But everyone who is hasty comes only to poverty. (21:5) 
 
A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest,  
And poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want like an armed man. (24:33-34) 
 

What do you learn about work from these Proverbs? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY THREE 
Interpretation 
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In 4:5, the Teacher remembers all the Proverbs that taught him about the dangers of laziness—
the sluggard’s folding of the hands leads to his own destruction. But as the Teacher looks 
around at the world, he also sees the potential pitfalls of a life focused on hard work.  
 
What dangers does the Teacher observe “under the sun” when it comes to hard work? 

4:4 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

4:7-8 _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What practical conclusion does he reach (4:6)? _______________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In the midst of observing so much injustice, oppression, and greed in the world, the Teacher 
does come back to one thing that he knows for sure—our relationships matter! (4:9-12) 
 
Read the following verses on relationships. Mark what stands out to you. 
 

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for 
him.” (Genesis 2:24) 
 
A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity. (Proverbs 17:17) 
 
As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend. (Proverbs 27:17) 
 
This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one 
than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. (John 15:12-13) 
 
Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. (Romans 12:10) 
 
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging 
cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have 
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I 
deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. (1 Corinthians 13:1-3) 
 
Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. (1 Peter 4:8) 
 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and 
knows God. (1 John 4:7) 
 

What do you learn about relationships from these verses? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the following excerpt from Matthew Henry’s Exposition of the Old 
and New Testaments. Matthew Henry (1662-1714) was a pastor, 
speaker, and author from Chester, England.  

 
Verses 16-22 [Chapter 3] 

Solomon is still showing that everything in 
this world, without piety and the fear of 
God, is vanity. Take away religion, and there 
is nothing valuable among men, nothing for 
the sake of which a wise man would think it 
worthwhile to live in this world. In these 
verses he shows that power (than which 
there is nothing men are more ambitious 
of) and life itself (than which there is 
nothing men are more fond, more jealous 
of) are nothing without the fear of God. 

I. Here is the vanity of man as mighty, man 
in his best estate, man upon the throne, 
where his authority is submitted to, man 
upon the judgment-seat, where his wisdom 
and justice are appealed to, and where, if 
he be governed by the laws of religion, he is 
God's vice-regent; but without the fear of 
God it is vanity, for, set that aside, and, 

1. The judge will not judge aright, will not 
use his power well, but will abuse it; instead 
of doing good with it he will do hurt with it, 
and then it is not only vanity, but a lie, a 
cheat to himself and to all about him… It 
would have been better for the people to 
have had no judges than to have had such. 

2. The judge will himself be judged for not 
judging aright. When Solomon saw how 
judgment was perverted among men he 
looked up to God the Judge, and looked 
forward to the day of his judgment... Men 
have their day now, but God's day is coming. 
With God there is a time for the re-hearing 
of causes, redressing of grievances, and 
reversing of unjust decrees, though as yet 
we see it not here. 

II. Here is the vanity of man as mortal. He 
now comes to speak more generally con-
cerning the estate of the sons of men in this 
world, their life and being on earth, and 
shows that their reason, without religion 
and the fear of God, advances them but 
little above the beasts. 

1. What he aims at in this account of man's 
estate… That men may be humbled, may be 
vilified, may be mortified—that they might 
see that they themselves are beasts. It is no 
easy matter to convince proud men that 
they are but men (Ps. 9:20), much more to 
convince bad men that they are beasts, 
that, being destitute of religion, they are 
as the beasts that perish, as the horse and 
the mule that have no understanding. Proud 
oppressors are as beasts, as roaring lions 
and ranging bears. Nay, every man that 
minds his body only, and not his soul, 
makes himself no better than a brute, and 
must wish, at least, to die like one… 

2. The manner in which he verifies this 
account. That which he undertakes to prove 
is that a worldly, carnal, earthly-minded 
man, has no preeminence above the beast, 
for all that which he sets his heart upon, 
places his confidence, and expects a 
happiness in, is vanity, v. 19… Horses and 
men are killed in battle with the same 
weapons of war. The end of both, to an eye 
of sense, seems alike too: They have all one 
breath, and breathe in the same air, and it 
is the general description of both that in 
their nostrils is the breath of life (Gen. 7:22), 
and therefore, as the one dies, so dies the 
other; in their expiring there is no visible 
difference, but death makes much the same 

DAY FOUR 
Devotion 
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change with a beast that it does with a man. 
As to their bodies, the change is altogether 
the same, except the different respects that 
are paid to them by the survivors… As to 
their spirits there is indeed a vast differ-
ence, but not a visible one, v. 21… We 
cannot see the ascent of the one and the 
descent of the other with our bodily eyes; 
and therefore those that live by sense, as all 
carnal sensualists do, that walk in the sight 
of their eyes and will not admit any other 
discoveries, by their own rule of judgment 
have no preeminence above the beasts… 

Verses 1-3 [Chapter 4] 

Solomon had a large soul (1 Ki. 4:29) and it 
appeared by this, among other things, that 
he had a very tender concern for the miser-
able part of mankind and took cognizance 
of the afflictions of the afflicted. He had 
taken the oppressors to task (3:16-17) and 
put them in mind of the judgment to come, 
to be a curb to their insolence; now here he 
observes the oppressed… 

I. The troubles of their condition (4:1); of 
these he speaks very feelingly and with 
compassion. It grieved him…  

1. To see might prevailing against right, to 
see so much oppression done under the 
sun, to see servants, and laborers, and poor 
workmen, oppressed by their masters, who 
take advantage of their necessity to impose 
what terms they please upon them, debtors 
oppressed by cruel creditors and creditors 
too by fraudulent debtors, tenants 
oppressed by hard landlords and orphans 
by treacherous guardians, and, worst of all, 
subjects oppressed by arbitrary princes and 
unjust judges. Such oppressions are done 
under the sun; above the sun righteousness 
reigns forever...   

2. To see how those that were wronged 
laid to heart the wrongs that were done 
them. He beheld the tears of such as were 
oppressed, and perhaps could not forbear 
weeping with them. The world is a place of 
weepers; look which way we will, we have a 
melancholy scene presented to us, the tears 
of those that are oppressed with one 
trouble or other… 

3. To see how unable they were to help 
themselves: On the side of their oppressors 
there was power, when they had done 
wrong, to stand to it and make good what 
they had done, so that the poor were borne 
down with a strong hand and had no way to 
obtain redress. It is sad to see power 
misplaced, and that which was given men to 
enable them to do good perverted to 
support them in doing wrong.  

4. To see how they and their calamities 
were slighted by all about them. They wept 
and needed comfort, but there was none to 
do that friendly office: They had no com-
forter; their oppressors were powerful and 
threatening, and therefore they had no 
comforter; those that should have com-
forted them durst not, for fear of dis-
pleasing the oppressors and being made 
their companions for offering to be their 
comforters. It is sad to see so little 
humanity among men. 

II. The temptations of their condition. 
Being thus hardly oppressed, they are 
tempted to hate and despise life, and to 
envy those that are dead and in their 
graves, and to wish they had never been 
born; and Solomon is ready to agree with 
them, for it serves to prove that all is vanity 
and vexation, since life itself is often so… 
Better never to have been born than be 
born to see the evil work that is done under 
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the sun, to see so much wickedness com-
mitted, so much wrong done, and not only 
to be in no capacity to mend the matter, 
but to suffer ill for doing well. A good man, 
how calamitous a condition soever he is in 
in this world, cannot have cause to wish he 
had never been born, since he is glorifying 
the Lord even in the fires, and will be happy 
at last, forever happy. Nor ought any to 
wish so while they are alive, for while there 
is life there is hope; a man is never undone 
till he is in hell. 

Verses 4-6 

Here Solomon returns to the observation 
and consideration of the vanity and 
vexation of spirit that attend the business of 
this world… 

I. If a man be acute, and dexterous, and 
successful in his business, he gets the ill-
will of his neighbors, v. 4. What little con-
science most men have, that they will bear 
a grudge to a neighbor, give him an ill word 
and do him an ill turn, only because he is 
more ingenious and industrious than them-
selves, and has more of the blessing of 
heaven… 

II. If a man be stupid, and dull, and blun-
dering in his business, he does ill for him-
self (v. 5): The fool that goes about his work 
as if his hands were muffled and folded 
together, that does everything awkwardly, 
the sluggard (for he is a fool) that loves his 
ease and folds his hands together to keep 
them warm, because they refuse to labor, 
he eats his own flesh, is a cannibal to him-
self, brings himself into such a poor condi-
tion that he has nothing to eat but his own 
flesh, into such a desperate condition that 
he is ready to eat his own flesh for vexation. 
He has a dog's life—hunger and ease. 

Because he sees active men that thrive in 
the world envied, he runs into the other 
extreme; and, lest he should be envied for 
his right works, he does everything wrong, 
and does not deserve to be pitied. Note, 
Idleness is a sin that is its own punishment… 

I rather take it as Solomon's advice to keep 
the mean between that travail which will 
make a man envied and that slothfulness 
which will make a man eat his own flesh. Let 
us by honest industry lay hold on the hand-
ful, that we may not want necessaries, but 
not grasp at both the hands full, which will 
but create us vexation of spirit. Moderate 
pains and moderate gains will do best. A 
man may have but a handful of the world, 
and yet may enjoy it and himself with a 
great deal of quietness, with content of 
mind, peace of conscience, and the love 
and good-will of his neighbors, while many 
that have both their hands full, have more 
than heart could wish, have a great deal of 
travail and vexation with it. Those that 
cannot live on a little…would not live as 
they should if they had ever so much. 

Verses 7-12 

Here Solomon fastens upon another 
instance of the vanity of this world, that fre-
quently the more men have of it the more 
they would have; and on this they are so 
intent that they have no enjoyment of what 
they have. Now Solomon here shows… 

I. That selfishness is the cause of this evil 
(4:7-8): There is one alone, that minds none 
but himself, cares for nobody, but would, if 
he could, be placed alone in the midst of 
the earth; there is not a second, nor does he 
desire there should be: one mouth he 
thinks enough in a house, and grudges 
everything that goes beside him. See how 
this covetous muckworm is here described.  
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1. He makes himself a mere slave to his 
business. Though he has no charge, neither 
child nor brother, none to take care of but 
himself, none to hang upon him, or draw 
from him, no poor relations, nor dares he 
marry, for fear of the expense of a family, 
yet is there no end of his labor; he is at it 
night and day, early and late, and will 
scarcely allow necessary rest to himself and 
those he employs… 

2. He never thinks he has enough: His eye is 
not satisfied with riches. Covetousness is 
called the lust of the eye (1 Jn 2:16) because 
the beholding of it with his eyes is all that 
the worldling seems to covet. He has 
enough for his back, for his belly, for his 
calling, for his family, for his living decently 
in the world, but he has not enough for his 
eyes… 

3. He denies himself the comfort of what 
he has: he bereaves his soul of good. If our 
souls are bereaved of good, it is we 
ourselves that do bereave them. Others 
may bereave us of outward good, but 
cannot rob us of our graces and comforts, 
our spiritual good things. It is our own fault 
if we do not enjoy ourselves… 

4. He has no excuse for doing this: He has 
neither child nor brother, none that he is 
bound to, on whom he may lay out what he 
has to his satisfaction while he lives, none 
that he has a kindness for, for whom he 
may lay it up to his satisfaction and to 
whom he may leave it when he dies, none 
that are poor or dear to him.  

5. He has not consideration enough to 
show himself the folly of this. He never 
puts this question to himself, "For whom do 
I labor thus? Do I labor, as I should, for the 
glory of God, and that I may have to give to 

those that need? Do I consider that it is but 
for the body that I am laboring, a dying 
body; it is for others, and I know not for 
whom—perhaps for a fool, that will scatter 
it as fast as I have gathered it—perhaps for 
a foe, that will be ungrateful to my 
memory?” Note, It is wisdom for those that 
take pains about this world to consider 
whom they take all this pains for, and 
whether it be really worthwhile to bereave 
themselves of good that they may bestow it 
on a stranger. If men do not consider this, 
it is vanity, and a sore travail; they shame 
and vex themselves to no purpose.    

II. That relationship is the cure of this evil. 
Men are thus sordid because they are all for 
themselves. Now Solomon shows here 
that it is not good for man to be alone (Gen. 
2:18); he designs hereby to recommend to 
us both marriage and friendship, two things 
which covetous misers decline, because of 
the charge of them; but such are the com-
fort and advantage of them both, if pru-
dently contracted, that they will very well 
quit cost. Man, in paradise itself, could not 
be happy without a mate, and therefore is 
no sooner made than matched.  

Solomon lays this down for a truth, That 
two are better than one, and more happy 
jointly than either of them could be 
separately, more pleased in one another 
than they could be in themselves only, 
mutually serviceable to each other's 
welfare, and by a united strength more 
likely to do good to others: They have a 
good reward of their labor; whatever 
service they do, it is returned to them 
another way… A monastic life then was 
surely never intended for a state of 
perfection, nor should those be reckoned 
the greatest lovers of God who cannot find 
in their hearts to love anyone else… 



Community Bible Church 54 Summer 2022 

He concludes with this proverb, A threefold 
cord is not easily broken… Two together he 
compares to a threefold cord; for where 
two are closely joined in holy love and 
fellowship, Christ will by his Spirit come to 
them, and make the third, as he joined him-
self to the two disciples going to Emmaus, 
and then there is a threefold cord that can 
never be broken. They that dwell in love, 
dwell in God, and God in them.  

Verses 13-16 

Solomon was himself a king, and therefore 
may be allowed to speak more freely than 
another concerning the vanity of kingly 
state and dignity, which he shows here to 
be an uncertain thing... Nothing is more 
slippery than the highest post of honor 
without wisdom and the people's love. 

I. A king is not happy unless he have 
wisdom, 4:13-14… Folly and willfulness 
commonly go together, and those that most 
need admonition can worst bear it; but 
neither age nor titles will secure men 
respect if they have not true wisdom and 
virtue to recommend them; while wisdom 
and virtue will gain men honor even under 
the disadvantages of youth and poverty... 

1. A poor man by his wisdom comes to be 
preferred, as Joseph, who, when he was but 
young, was brought out of prison to be the 

second man in the kingdom, to which story 
Solomon seems here to refer… 

2. A king by his folly and willfulness comes 
to be impoverished. Though he was born in 
his kingdom, came to it by inheritance, 
though he has lived to be old in it and has 
had time to fill his treasures, yet if he take 
ill courses, and will no more be admonished 
as he has been, thinking, because he is old, 
he is past it, he becomes poor; his treasure 
is exhausted, and perhaps he is forced to 
resign his crown and retire into privacy… 

II. A king is not likely to continue if he have 
not a confirmed interest in the affections 
of the people… People are never long easy 
and satisfied: There is no end, no rest, of all 
the people; they are continually fond of 
changes, and know not what they would 
have. This is no new thing, but it has been 
the way of all that have been before them; 
there have been instances of this in every 
age: even Samuel and David could not 
always please. As it has been, so it is likely 
to be still: Those that come after will be of 
the same spirit, and shall not long rejoice in 
him whom at first they seemed extremely 
fond of.  

Today, Hosanna! Tomorrow, Crucify!  

There is no faith in man, no steadfastness. 
This is vanity and vexation of spirit.

 
What thought from Matthew Henry’s words stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Re-read Ecclesiastes 3:16-4:16 and consider the truths that you have 
learned from this passage this week. Seek to apply the message of 
Ecclesiastes 3:16-4:16 to your daily life. 

 
What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Ecclesiastes 3-4? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In 3:16-4:16, the Teacher takes a look at the world around him and sees injustice, oppression, 
materialistic greed, and the fickleness of people. These things grieve his heart and cause him to 
wonder if it is not better to have never been born than to see and experience such things. 
 
As you look around at the world, what angers you? ___________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What grieves you? ______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What are you tempted to think or to do? ___________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Teacher has to hold on to one vital truth in the midst of these injustices. 
 

I said to myself, “God will bring into judgment both the righteous and the wicked,  
for there will be a time for every activity, a time to judge every deed.” (3:17) 
 

Knowing this truth does not solve all the problems for the Teacher. He still struggles. He still 
doubts. But he does have an anchor point to give him some hope.  
 
What truths from God’s Word give you hope as you see all the problems of this world? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY FIVE 
Application 
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In this passage, the Teacher also gives us an honest assessment of work. There are two 
extremes that need to be avoided—laziness and workaholism.  

As you evaluate your own life, mark an (X) where you think you land in this spectrum. 
 

   I tend to get lazy                 I tend to overwork 

Where would your spouse, children, family, or friends mark you on this spectrum? 
 

   I tend to get lazy                I tend to overwork 

If you were to be brutally honest with yourself, which of the following fears or temptations 
do you struggle with the most when it comes to work, money, or success? (circle one) 
 
 Proving myself to others               Comparing myself to others             Having more than others 

 Fearing that I won’t have enough for the future             Fearing failure and looking bad to others 
 

Why do you think you struggle with this fear or temptation? ___________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Read Paul’s words in 1 Timothy 6:6-10. Mark what stands out to you. 

But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can 
take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. Those who 
want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that 
plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some 
people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

Do you have food and clothing?     Yes      No 

Are you content with what you have?     Yes      No 

Are you thankful for what you have or envious of what you don’t have?   Thankful   Envious 

Which is more important to you?    Relationships   Money   Success   My Own Comfort  

Does your life truly reflect the answer that you chose above?    Yes      No 
 
In the end, relationships are what really matter in life! Take time to evaluate the condition of 
your relationships and ask God to give you the strength to correct what you need to correct. 
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 
The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the truth of 
Ecclesiastes 3:16-4:16. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned. 
 
 What was your first job? What did you learn about work from this job?  
 
 The Teacher looked around at his world and was bothered by the injustice, oppression, 

materialistic greed, and the fickleness of the people that he saw. Which of these four things 
bothers you the most? What else bothers you as you look at our world today?  

 The Teacher struggles with the gap between what he observes in the world and what he 
believes about God. Have you ever had a similar struggle? When? How did you work 
through it…or are you still working through it? 

 What is envy? How much do you think envy drives people’s work?  

 What does Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 teach you about relationships?  

 Why do you think people never tend to be satisfied or happy with any political leader? 

 Did you discover anything new, interesting, or meaningful in your study of this passage this 
week? Or in your reading of Matthew Henry? If so, what? 

 Which of these things is consuming more of your attention right now—anger at all the 
wrongs in the world, focusing on what other people have, working too much, or 
disappointment with political leaders? Why? How can these things negatively affect your 
relationship with God and with others?  

 Pray together. Confess anything that needs to be confessed and ask God to give you the 
right perspective as you live in this world.  

 

 

 

 
It is not wealth, education, youth, or good weather that makes a person happy.  

It is relationships.  
Word needs to be spread.  

It is important to work on social skills, close interpersonal ties  
and social support in order to be happy. 

 
Dr. Edward Diener                 
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ECCLESIASTES 5-6 
Seeing Life As It Really Is 

 
In Ecclesiastes 5-6, the Teacher gives instruction and provides perspec-
tive on how to live in this messed up world. One can either pursue their 
own selfish ambition or humbly listen to God and receive life as a gift.   

 
Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read this passage. Mark words or phrases that 
stand out to you. Write down the main message or thought next to each paragraph. 
 

Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather 
than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do wrong. 

2 Do not be quick with your mouth, 
    do not be hasty in your heart 
    to utter anything before God. 
God is in heaven 
    and you are on earth, 
    so let your words be few. 
3 A dream comes when there are many cares, 
    and many words mark the speech of a fool. 

4 When you make a vow to God, do not delay to fulfill it. He has no pleasure 
in fools; fulfill your vow. 5 It is better not to make a vow than to make one 
and not fulfill it. 6 Do not let your mouth lead you into sin. And do not protest 
to the temple messenger, “My vow was a mistake.” Why should God be 
angry at what you say and destroy the work of your hands? 7 Much dreaming 
and many words are meaningless. Therefore fear God. 

8 If you see the poor oppressed in a district, and justice and rights denied, do 
not be surprised at such things; for one official is eyed by a higher one, and 
over them both are others higher still. 9 The increase from the land is taken by 
all; the king himself profits from the fields. 

10 Whoever loves money never has enough; 
    whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with their income. 
    This too is meaningless. 

11 As goods increase, 
    so do those who consume them. 
And what benefit are they to the owners 
    except to feast their eyes on them? 

12 The sleep of a laborer is sweet, 
    whether they eat little or much, 
but as for the rich, their abundance 
    permits them no sleep. 

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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13 I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: 
Wealth hoarded to the harm of its owners, 
14  or wealth lost through some misfortune, 
so that when they have children 
    there is nothing left for them to inherit. 
15 Everyone comes naked from their mother’s womb, 
    and as everyone comes, so they depart. 
They take nothing from their toil 
    that they can carry in their hands. 

16 This too is a grievous evil: 

As everyone comes, so they depart, 
    and what do they gain, 
    since they toil for the wind? 
17 All their days they eat in darkness, 
    with great frustration, affliction and anger. 

18 This is what I have observed to be good: that it is appropriate for a person 
to eat, to drink and to find satisfaction in their toilsome labor under the sun 
during the few days of life God has given them—for this is their lot. 
19 Moreover, when God gives someone wealth and possessions, and the ability 
to enjoy them, to accept their lot and be happy in their toil—this is a gift of 
God. 20 They seldom reflect on the days of their life, because God keeps them 
occupied with gladness of heart. 

6 I have seen another evil under the sun, and it weighs heavily on mankind: 
2 God gives some people wealth, possessions and honor, so that they lack 
nothing their hearts desire, but God does not grant them the ability to enjoy 
them, and strangers enjoy them instead. This is meaningless, a grievous evil. 

3 A man may have a hundred children and live many years; yet no matter how 
long he lives, if he cannot enjoy his prosperity and does not receive proper 
burial, I say that a stillborn child is better off than he. 4 It comes without 
meaning, it departs in darkness, and in darkness its name is shrouded. 
5 Though it never saw the sun or knew anything, it has more rest than does 
that man— 6 even if he lives a thousand years twice over but fails to enjoy his 
prosperity. Do not all go to the same place? 

7 Everyone’s toil is for their mouth, 
    yet their appetite is never satisfied. 
8 What advantage have the wise over fools? 
What do the poor gain 
    by knowing how to conduct themselves before others? 
9 Better what the eye sees 
    than the roving of the appetite. 
This too is meaningless, 
    a chasing after the wind. 
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10 Whatever exists has already been named, 
    and what humanity is has been known; 
no one can contend 
    with someone who is stronger. 
11 The more the words, 
    the less the meaning, 
    and how does that profit anyone? 

12 For who knows what is good for a person in life, during the few and 
meaningless days they pass through like a shadow? Who can tell them what 
will happen under the sun after they are gone? (NIV) 

The Teacher gives four commands in 5:1-7. Write down the command that he gives in each of 
the following verses along with the reason that he gives for each command. 
 

Verse Command Reason(s) for the Command 

5:1 Guard your steps when you go to the house of 
God – go to listen to God. 

Fools go to the house to God with a sacrifice but 
no desire to listen and thus they do wrong. 

5:2   

5:4-5   

5:6-7   

What is the primary command that the Teacher gives? (5:7b) ___________________________ 

Complete the following sentences based on this passage (5:10-12): 

Whoever loves wealth is never __________________ with their income. 

As goods increase so do those who ____________________ them. 

As for the rich, their abundance permits them no ______________. 

Summarize the three “grievous evils” that the Teacher observed under the sun.    

5:13-15 _______________________________________________________________________ 

5:16-17 _______________________________________________________________________ 

6:1-6 _________________________________________________________________________ 

Summarize the approach to life that the Teacher saw to be good and fitting (5:18-20). 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Quiet your heart and allow God to speak through His Word. Slowly read 
Ecclesiastes 5:1-3, 7 several times. Reflect on each word. Meditate on 
them over and over until you memorize them.  

 
Be careful what you do when you go to the temple of God; 
 draw near to listen rather than to offer a sacrifice like fools, 
 for they do not realize that they are doing wrong. 
Do not be rash with your mouth or hasty in your heart to bring up a matter before God, 
 for God is in heaven and you are on earth! 
 Therefore, let your words be few. 
Just as dreams come when there are many cares, 
 so the rash vow of a fool occurs when there are many words. 
 … 
Just as there is futility in many dreams, 
 so also in many words. 
 Therefore, fear God! (NET) 
 
Write down the observations that you can make from this passage, sketch out any images or 
thoughts that you have, or simply rewrite the passage below giving emphasis to key words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Offer your thoughts on this passage back to God in the form of a personalized prayer.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 
better understand its meaning. A word study on a key term and/or 
looking up parallel passages can help you grow in your understanding.   

 
In Ecclesiastes 5:1-7, the Teacher provides the primary antidote to all the selfish ambition that 
he observed in the world around him—learning to be quiet, humbly listening, and fearing God! 
 
Read the following verses on listening and mark any words or phrases that stand out to you. 
 
 Sacrifice and offering You did not desire— 
     but my ears You have opened— 
    burnt offerings and sin offerings You did not require. 
 Then I said, “Here I am, I have come— 
     it is written about me in the scroll. 
 I desire to do Your will, my God; 
    Your law is within my heart.” (Psalm 40:6-8) 
 
 “Be still, and know that I am God.  
 I will be exalted among the nations,  
 I will be exalted in the earth!” (Psalm 46:10) 
 
 My son, pay attention to what I say; 
    turn your ear to my words. 
 Do not let them out of your sight, 
     keep them within your heart; 
 for they are life to those who find them 
     and health to one’s whole body. 
 Above all else, guard your heart, 
   for everything you do flows from it. (Proverbs 4:20-23) 
 
 One whose ear listens to a life-giving rebuke will stay among the wise. (Proverbs 15:31) 
  
 Listen to advice and accept instruction  
 so that you will gain wisdom for your future. (Prov. 19:20) 
 
 [Jesus said to them:] “He who is of God hears God’s words;  
 therefore you do not hear, because you are not of God.”  (John 8:47) 
 
 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow anger;  
 for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. (James 1:19-20) 
 
What do you learn about listening from these verses? _________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY THREE 
Interpretation 
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One of the key words in Ecclesiastes is the word “good.” This word is used 9x in chapters 5-6.  
 
Go to blueletterbible.org and type “Ecclesiastes 5” into the “Search the Bible” box. Next click on 
Ecclesiastes 5:18 to bring up the verse in the Hebrew. Find the word “good” and click on the 
Strong’s number (H2896) to bring up the Hebrew word, its definition, and its usage in the OT.  
 
What is the Hebrew word for “good”? ______________________ (Use the transliteration.) 
 
How many times is it used in the Old Testament? __________ (See KJV Translation Count.)  
 
How many times is it used in Ecclesiastes? __________ (See Search Results by Book.) 
 
What is its definition? See Outline of Biblical Usage. Also click on the Root Word (Etymology).   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is the first verse in the Bible where this word is used? ____________________________ 
 
God created a world that was “very good.” However, sin has corrupted our world and brought 
frustration, oppression, selfishness, hatred, injustice, and death. We see all of these things 
around us. But, with humility and trust, we can still enjoy the good gifts of God in this life.  
 
Ecclesiastes 5:18-20 is the fourth carpe diem passage in this book (2:24-26; 3:12-13; 3:22). In 
this passage, the Teacher commends the life of joy even in the midst of the world’s difficulties.  
 
Go to blueletterbible.org and type “Ecclesiastes 5” into the “Search the Bible” box. Next click on 
Ecclesiastes 5:20 to bring up the verse in the Hebrew. Find the word “joy” and click on the 
Strong’s number (H8057) to bring up the Hebrew word, its definition, and its usage in the OT.  
 
What is the Hebrew word for “joy”? ______________________ (Use the transliteration.) 
 
How many times is it used in the Old Testament? __________ (See KJV Translation Count.)  
 
What is its definition? ___________________________________________________________   

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This word is used in Deuteronomy 28:47-48a. Read and meditate on this passage. 
 

Because you [Israel] did not serve the Lord your God with joyfulness and gladness of heart, 
because of the abundance of all things, therefore you shall serve your enemies whom 
the Lord will send against you, in hunger and thirst, in nakedness, and lacking everything.  

 
What did Israel fail to do? ________________________________________________________ 
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Read the following excerpt from Matthew Henry’s Exposition of the Old 
and New Testaments. Matthew Henry (1662-1714) was a pastor, 
speaker, and author from Chester, England.  

 
Verses 1-3 [Chapter 5] 

Solomon's design, in driving us off from the 
world, by showing us its vanity, is to drive 
us to God and to our duty, that we may not 
walk in the way of the world, but by God’s 
rules, nor depend upon the wealth of the 
world, but on His advantages; therefore… 

I. He here sends us to the house of God, to 
the place of public worship, to the temple, 
which he himself had built at a vast 
expense. When he reflected with regret on 
all his other works (2:4), he did not repent 
of that, but reflected on it with pleasure… 
He here sends those to it that would know 
more of the vanity of the world and would 
find that happiness which is in vain sought 
for in the creature. David, when he was 
perplexed, went into the sanctuary of 
God, Ps. 73:17. Let our disappointments in 
the creature turn our eyes to the Creator; 
let us have recourse to the word of God's 
grace and consult that, to the throne of his 
grace and solicit that. In the word and 
prayer there is a balm for every wound. 

II. He charges us to behave ourselves well 
there, that we may not miss of our end in 
coming thither. Religious exercises are not 
vain things, but, if we mismanage them, 
they become vain to us. And therefore… 

1. Address thyself to the worship of God 
with a solemn pause, and take time to 
compose thyself for it, not going about it 
with presumption. …Keep thy affections 
from running out towards wrong objects, 
for in the business of God's house there is 
work enough for the whole man… 

2. We must take heed that the sacrifice we 
bring be not the sacrifice of fools—that we 
rest not in the sign and ceremony, and the 
outside of the performance, without regar-
ding the sense and meaning of it, for that is 
the sacrifice of fools. Bodily exercise, if that 
be all, is a jest; none but fools will think thus 
to please him who is a Spirit and requires 
the heart, and they will see their folly when 
they find what a great deal of pains they 
have taken to no purpose for want of 
sincerity. They are fools, for they consider 
not that they do evil; they think they are 
doing God and themselves good service 
when really they are putting a great affront 
upon God and a great cheat upon their own 
souls by their hypocritical devotions...  

3. We must be sparing of our words in the 
presence of God, that is, we must be rever-
ent and deliberate, not talk to God as care-
lessly as we do to one another, not speak 
what comes uppermost, not repeat things 
over and over, as we do to one another, 
that what we say may be understood and 
remembered and may make impression; no, 
when we speak to God we must consider, 
(1.) That between him and us there is an 
infinite distance: God is in heaven, where he 
reigns in glory over us and all the children of 
men, where he is attended with an innum-
erable company of holy angels… In token of 
this, let our words be few. This does not 
condemn all long prayers… Christ prayed all 
night; and we are directed to continue in 
prayer. But it condemns careless heartless 
praying, vain repetitions (Mt. 6:7)… (2.) That 
the multiplying of words in our devotions 
will make them the sacrifices of fools, v. 3. 
As confused dreams, frightful and perplexed 

DAY FOUR 
Devotion 
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and such as disturb the sleep, are an 
evidence of a hurry of business which fills 
our head, so many words and hasty ones, 
used in prayer, are an evidence of folly 
reigning in the heart, ignorance of and 
unacquaintedness with both God and 
ourselves, low thoughts of God, and 
careless thoughts of our own souls. Even in 
common conversation a fool is known by 
the multitude of words; those that know 
least talk most, particularly in devotion… 

Verses 4-8 

Four things we are exhorted to in these 
verses— 
 
I. To be conscientious in paying our vows. 
 
1. A vow is a bond upon the soul, by which 
we solemnly oblige ourselves, not only, in 
general, to do that which we are already 
bound to do, but, in some particular 
instances, to do that to do which we were 
not under any antecedent obligation, 
whether it respects honoring God or serving 
the interests of his kingdom among men...  

2. Two reasons are here given why we 
should speedily and cheerfully pay our 
vows—Because otherwise we affront God; 
we play the fool with him, as if we designed 
to put a trick upon him; and God has no 
pleasure in fools... No; Be not deceived, God 
is not mocked, but will surely and severely 
reckon with those that thus play fast and 
loose with him.  

Because otherwise we wrong ourselves, we 
lose the benefit of the making of the vow, 
nay, we incur the penalty for the breach of 
it; so that it would have been better a great 
deal not to have vowed, more safe and 
more to our advantage, than to vow and 
not to pay… 

II. To be cautious in making our vows. We 
must take heed that we never vow anything 
that is sinful, or that may be an occasion of 
sin, for such a vow is ill-made and must be 
broken. …We must not vow that which, 
through the frailty of the flesh, we have 
reason to fear we shall not be able to 
perform, as those that vow a single life and 
yet know not how to keep their vow… 

III. To keep up the fear of God, v. 7. Many, 
of old, pretended to know the mind of God 
by dreams, and were so full of them that 
they almost made God's people forget his 
name by their dreams (Jer. 23:25-26); and 
many now perplex themselves with their 
frightful or odd dreams, or with other 
people's dreams, as if they foreboded this 
or the other disaster. Those that heed 
dreams shall have a multitude of them to fill 
their heads with; but in them all there are 
diverse vanities, as there are in many 
words, and the more if we regard them… 
But fear thou God; have an eye to his 
sovereign dominion, set him before thee, 
keep thyself in his love, and be afraid of 
offending him, and then thou wilt not 
disturb thyself with foolish dreams. The way 
not to be dismayed at the signs of heaven, 
nor afraid of the idols of the heathen, is 
to fear God as King of nations, Jer. 10:2-7. 

IV. With that to keep down the fear of man 
v. 8. "Set God before thee, and then, if thou 
see the oppression of the poor, thou wilt not 
marvel at the matter, nor find fault with 
divine Providence, nor think the worse of 
the institution of government, when thou 
see the ends of it thus perverted, nor of 
religion, when thou see it will not secure 
men from suffering wrong." ..Let it be a 
check to oppressors that perhaps their 
superiors on earth may call them to an 
account; however, God in heaven will. 
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Verses 9-17 

Solomon had shown the vanity of pleasure, 
gaiety, and fine works, of honor, power, and 
royal dignity; and there is many a covetous 
worldling that will agree with him, and 
speak as slightly as he does of these things; 
but money, he thinks, is a substantial thing, 
and if he can but have enough of that he is 
happy. This is the mistake which Solomon 
attacks, and attempts to rectify, in these 
verses; he shows that there is as much 
vanity in great riches, and the lust of the 
eye about them, as there is in the lusts of 
the flesh and the pride of life, and a man 
can make himself no more happy by 
hoarding an estate than by spending it… 

I. He maintains that the riches that are 
more than these, that are for hoarding, not 
for use, are vain things, and will not make 
a man easy or happy. That which our Savior 
has said (Lu. 12:15), that a man's life 
consists not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesses, is what Solomon here 
undertakes to prove by various arguments. 
 
1. The more men have the more they 
would have, v. 10. …Natural desires are at 
rest when that which is desired is obtained, 
but corrupt desires are insatiable. Nature is 
content with little, grace with less, but lust 
with nothing... There are bodily desires 
which silver itself will not satisfy; if a man 
be hungry, ingots of silver will do no more 
to satisfy his hunger than clods of clay. 
Much less will worldly abundance satisfy 
spiritual desires... 

2. The more men have the more occasion 
they have for it, and the more they have to 
do with it, v. 11. The more meat the more 
mouths. Does the estate thrive? And does 
not the family at the same time grow more 

numerous and the children grow up to need 
more? The more men have the better 
house they must keep, the more servants 
they must employ, the more guests they 
must entertain, the more they must give to 
the poor, and the more they will have 
hanging on them… 

3. The more men have the more care they 
have about it, which perplexes them and 
disturbs their repose, v. 12. Refreshing 
sleep is as much the support and comfort of 
this life as food is… Those that have every 
thing else often fail to secure a good night's 
sleep. Either their eyes are held waking or 
their sleeps are unquiet and do not refresh 
them; and it is their abundance that breaks 
their sleep and disturbs it, both the abun-
dance of their care (as the rich man's who, 
when his ground brought forth plentifully, 
thought within himself, What shall I do? Lu. 
12:17) and the abundance of what they eat 
and drink which overcharges the heart, 
makes them sick, and hinders their repose... 

4. The more men have the more danger 
they are in both of doing mischief and of 
having mischief done them (v. 13): …Their 
riches do them hurt, make them proud, 
secure, and in love with the world, draw 
away their hearts from God and duty, and 
make it very difficult for them to enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, nay, help to shut 
them out of it. They do hurt with their 
riches, which not only put them into a 
capacity of gratifying their own lusts and 
living luxuriously, but give them an 
opportunity of oppressing others and 
dealing hardly with them… 

5. The more men have the more they have 
to lose, and perhaps they may lose it all, v. 
14. Those riches that have been laid up with 
a great deal of pains, and kept with a great 
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deal of care, perish by evil travail, by the 
very pains and care which they take to 
secure and increase them. Many a one has 
ruined his estate by being over-solicitous to 
advance it and make it more, and has lost 
all by catching it all. Riches are perishing 
things, and all our care about them cannot 
make them otherwise; they make them-
selves wings and fly away...  

6. How much soever men have when they 
die, they must leave it all behind them (v. 
15, 16): As he came forth of his mother's 
womb naked, so shall he return; only as his 
friends, when he came naked into the 
world, in pity to him, helped him with 
swaddling-clothes, so, when he goes out, 
they help him with grave-clothes, and that 
is all… Men will see that they have labored 
for the wind when at death they find the 
profit of their labor is all gone, gone like the 
wind, they know not whither. 

7. Those that have much, if they set their 
hearts upon it, have not only uncomfort-
able deaths, but uncomfortable lives too, 
v. 17. This covetous worldling, that is so 
bent upon raising an estate, all his days eats 
in darkness and much sorrow, and it is his 
sickness and wrath; he has not only no 
pleasure of his estate, nor any enjoyment of 
it himself, but a great deal of vexation to 
see others eat of it. His necessary expenses 
make him sick, make him fret, and he seems 
as if he were angry that himself and those 
about him cannot live without meat... 

Verses 18-20 

Solomon, from the vanity of riches hoarded 
up, here infers that the best course we can 
take is to use well what we have, to serve 
God with it, to do good with it, and take the 
comfort of it to ourselves and our families… 

Observe, What it is that is here recom-
mended to us, not to indulge the appetites 
of the flesh, or to take up with present 
pleasures or profits for our portion, but 
soberly and moderately to make use of 
what Providence has allotted for our 
comfortable passage through this world…  

Life is God's gift, and he has appointed 
us the number of the days of our life; let us 
therefore spend those days in serving the 
Lord our God with joyfulness and gladness 
of heart. We must not do the business of 
our calling as a drudgery, and make our-
selves slaves to it, but we must rejoice in 
our labor, not grasp at more business than 
we can go through without perplexity and 
disquiet, but take a pleasure in the calling 
wherein God has put us, and go on in the 
business of it with cheerfulness… Those that 
cheerfully use what God has given them 
thereby honor the giver, answer the 
intention of the gift, act rationally and 
generously, do good in the world, and make 
what they have turn to the best account, 
and this is both their credit and their 
comfort; it is good and comely; there is duty 
and decency in it… If this is God's gift, we 
must covet it earnestly as the best gift 
relating to our enjoyments in this world…   
A cheerful spirit is a great blessing; it makes 
the yoke of our employments easy and the 
burden of our afflictions light… 

Verses 1-6 [Chapter 6] 

Solomon had shown, in the close of the 
foregoing chapter, how good it is to make a 
comfortable use of the gifts of God's 
providence; now here he shows the evil of 
the contrary, having and not using, 
gathering to lay up for I know not what 
contingent emergencies to come, not to lay 
out on the most urgent occasions present…  
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I. The little heart he has to use this which 
God gives him, for the ends and purposes 
for which it was given him. This is his fault 
and folly that he renders not again accor-
ding to the benefit done unto him, and 
serves not the Lord God his benefactor, with 
joyfulness and gladness of heart, in the 
abundance of all things. In the day of 
prosperity he is not joyful… Because he has 
not the will to serve God with it, God denies 
him the power to serve himself with it… Our 
worst diseases are those that arise from the 
corruption of our own hearts… 

II. The preference which the preacher gives 
to an untimely birth before him: An 
untimely birth, a child that is carried from 
the womb to the grave, is better than 
he. Better is the fruit that drops from the 
tree before it is ripe than that which is left 
to hang on till it is rotten… Those that live in 
willful ignorance, and know nothing to 
purpose, are no better than an untimely 
birth that has not seen the sun nor known 
anything... 

Verses 7-10 

The preacher here further shows the vanity 
and folly of heaping up worldly wealth and 
expecting happiness in it. 
 
I. How much soever we toil about the 
world, and get out of it, we can have for 
ourselves no more than a maintenance, 
(v.7): …A little will serve to sustain us com-
fortably and a great deal can do no more… 
 
II. Those that have ever so much are still 
craving; let a man labor ever so much for 
his mouth, yet the appetite is not filled. 
Natural desires are still returning, still 
pressing; a man may be feasted today and 
yet hungry tomorrow. Worldly sinful desires 

are insatiable, ch. 5:10. …The desires of the 
soul find nothing in the wealth of the world 
to give them any satisfaction… 

III. The enjoyment of what we have cannot 
but be acknowledged more rational than a 
greedy grasping at more (v. 9): Better is the 
sight of the eyes, making the best of that 
which is present, than the wandering of the 
desire, the uneasy walking of the soul after 
things at a distance, and the affecting of a 
variety of imaginary satisfactions. He is 
much happier that is always content, 
though he has ever so little, than he that is 
always coveting, though he has ever so 
much... 

IV. Our lot, whatever it is, is that which is 
appointed us by the counsel of God, which 
cannot be altered, and it is therefore our 
wisdom to reconcile ourselves to it and 
cheerfully to acquiesce in it (v. 10): That 
which has been, or (as some read it) that 
which is, and so likewise that which shall 
be, is named already; it is already deter-
mined in the divine foreknowledge, and all 
our care and pains cannot make it other-
wise than as it is fixed. It is therefore folly to 
quarrel with that which will be as it is, and 
wisdom to make a virtue of necessity. We 
shall have what pleases God, and let that 
please us. 

V. Whatever we attain to in this world, still 
we are but men, and the greatest possess-
ions and preferments cannot set us above 
the common events of human life: Though 
a man could make himself master of all the 
treasures of kings and provinces, yet he is a 
man still, mean, mutable, and mortal, and 
may at any time be involved in the 
calamities that are common to men. It is 
good for rich and great men to know and 
consider that they are but men, Ps. 9:20… 
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Verses 11-12 

Here, Solomon lays down his conclusion 
which he had undertaken to prove, as that 
which was fully confirmed by the foregoing 
discourse: There be many things that 
increase vanity; the life of man is vain, at 
the best, and there are an abundance of 
accidents that concur to make it more so; 
even that which pretends to increase the 
vanity and make it more vexatious.  

He draws some inferences from it, which 
serve further to evince the truth of it.  

1. That a man is never the nearer to true 
happiness for the abundance that he has in 
this world: What is man the better for his 
wealth and pleasure, his honor and 
preferment? What remains to man? What 
real advantage, when he comes to balance 
his accounts? Nothing that will do him any 
good or turn to account.  

2. That we do not know what to wish for, 
because that which we promise ourselves 
most satisfaction in often proves most 
vexatious to us: Who knows what is good 
for a man in this life, where everything is 
vanity, and anything, even that which we 
most covet, may prove a calamity to us?  

Thoughtful people are in care to do every- 
thing for the best, if they knew it; but as it is 
an instance of the corruption of our hearts 
that we are apt to desire that as good for us 
which is really hurtful, as children that cry 
for knives to cut their fingers with, so is it 

an instance of the vanity of this world that 
what, according to all probable conjectures, 
seems to be for the best, often proves 
otherwise; such is our shortsightedness 
concerning the issues and events of things, 
and such broken reeds are all our creature-
confidences. We know not how to advise 
others for the best, nor how to act our-
selves, because that which we apprehend 
likely to be for our welfare may become a 
trap.  

3. That therefore our life upon earth is to 
be reckoned by days; it is but a vain life, 
and we spend it as a shadow, so little is 
there in it substantial, so fleeting, so 
uncertain, so transitory is it, and so little in 
it to be fond of or to be depended on. If all 
the comforts of life be vanity, life itself can 
have no great reality in it to constitute a 
happiness for us.  

4. That our expectations from this world 
are as uncertain and deceitful as our enjoy-
ments are. Since everything is vanity, Who 
can tell a man what shall be after him under 
the sun? He can no more please himself 
with the hopes of what shall be after him, 
to his children and family, than with the 
relish of what is with him, since he can 
neither foresee himself, nor can anyone 
else foretell to him, what shall be after him. 
Nor shall he have any intelligence sent him 
of it when he is gone. His sons come to 
honor, and he knows it not. So that, look 
which way we will, Vanity of vanity, all is 
vanity.

 
What thought from Matthew Henry’s words stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Community Bible Church 70 Summer 2022 

Re-read Ecclesiastes 5-6 and consider the truths that you have learned 
from this passage this week. Seek to apply the message of Ecclesiastes 
5-6 to your daily life. 

 
What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Ecclesiastes 5-6? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ecclesiastes 5-6 is all about counteracting our need for control. As humans, we try to control 
our circumstances, our future, other people, and even God. We make endless vows to God,  
try to impress him with our religious rituals, and pray 
long prayers in order to manipulate Him to act as we 
want. We accumulate wealth and power to try to make 
life go the way we want it to. But eventually life con-
fronts us with the reality that we are not in control. 
 
Picture our desire for control as a tight fist around 
life. In the picture to the right, write down the things 
that you are trying to control in your life right now. 
 
Instead of striving to control God, the Teacher exhorts 
us to approach Him with humility and a listening heart.  
Instead of trying to control our lives, the Teacher exhorts us to receive life as a gift from God. 
Instead of pursuing money and power and all the things that we think we need, the Teacher 
encourages us to pursue joy in the good things that God has already given us.   
 
Picture a life of humility, trust, and contentment,  
as an open hand before God. Above the hand to 
the right, write down some of the good gifts of  
life that God has given you.  
 
Take time to thank God for each of these gifts. 
Ask Him also for the grace to receive them and 
enjoy them as gifts without the impulse to 
clutch onto them as idols that you must have. 
 
Listening to God is a spiritual discipline. Quiet 
your heart now and just rest in His presence. Mediate on His Word and let the Spirit teach you. 
 
Be still, and know that I am God. (Psalm 46:10a) 

DAY FIVE 
Application 
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 
The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the truth of 
Ecclesiastes 5-6. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned. 
 
 When was a time in your life when your mouth got you in trouble, when you said something 

that you shouldn’t have said? What did you learn from this experience?  
 
 In what ways do we try to manipulate God to do what we want Him to do?  

 Why does the Teacher tell us to “let our words be few” in approaching God? 

 According to the Teacher, why does money fail to satisfy the desires of our heart?  

 Read Ecclesiastes 5:18-20 together. What stands out to you in these verses? What surprises 
you in these verses? 

 Did you discover anything new, interesting, or meaningful in your study of this passage this 
week? Or in your reading of Matthew Henry? If so, what? 

 In the end, the Teacher tells us that we cannot control life. We are mortal and we do not 
have control of the future. How hard is it for you to release your life and your future into 
God’s hands? What fears do you have?  

 Spend time in quiet prayer together before God. Taking turns, with times of silence, pray 
short prayers of thanksgiving, confession, and supplication, letting your words be few.   

 

 

 
Qoheleth’s intent in his writing is to pass judgment upon man’s misguided endeavors at  

mastering life by pointing out its limits and mysteries. He would prefer that man replace such  
false and illusory hopes with a confidence based in the joy of creation as God’s gift.  

 
Robert K. Johnston 

 
 
 

Silence is one of the deepest disciplines of the Spirit simply because it puts the stopper  
on all self-justification. One of the fruits of silence is the freedom to let God be our justifier.  

We don’t need to straighten others out. 
 

Richard J. Foster                 
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ECCLESIASTES 7 
Living Wisely in a Sinful World 

 
In Ecclesiastes 7, there is a major shift in the book. Chapter 6 ends with 
a final realization that we are mortal, cannot fight God, and cannot 
control the future (6:10-12). So how do we live in light of this reality? 

The Teacher once again returns to wisdom. Though it is limited, it is still the better way to live.   
 
Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read this passage. Mark words or phrases that 
stand out to you. Write down the main message or thought next to each paragraph. 
 

A good name is better than precious ointment, 
And the day of death than the day of one’s birth; 
2 Better to go to the house of mourning 
Than to go to the house of feasting, 
For that is the end of all men; 
And the living will take it to heart. 
3 Sorrow is better than laughter, 
For by a sad countenance the heart is made better. 
4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, 
But the heart of fools is in the house of mirth. 

5 It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise 
Than for a man to hear the song of fools. 
6 For like the crackling of thorns under a pot, 
So is the laughter of the fool. 
This also is vanity. 
7 Surely oppression destroys a wise man’s reason, 
And a bribe debases the heart. 

8 The end of a thing is better than its beginning; 
The patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit. 
9 Do not hasten in your spirit to be angry, 
For anger rests in the bosom of fools. 
10 Do not say, 
“Why were the former days better than these?” 
For you do not inquire wisely concerning this. 

11 Wisdom is good with an inheritance, 
And profitable to those who see the sun. 
12 For wisdom is a defense as money is a defense, 
But the excellence of knowledge is that wisdom gives life to those who have it. 

13 Consider the work of God; 
For who can make straight what He has made crooked? 
14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, 
But in the day of adversity consider: 

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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Surely God has appointed the one as well as the other, 
So that man can find out nothing that will come after him. 

15 I have seen everything in my days of vanity: 

There is a just man who perishes in his righteousness, 
And there is a wicked man who prolongs life in his wickedness. 

16 Do not be overly righteous, 
Nor be overly wise: 
Why should you destroy yourself? 
17 Do not be overly wicked, 
Nor be foolish: 
Why should you die before your time? 
18 It is good that you grasp this, 
And also not remove your hand from the other; 
For he who fears God will escape them all. 

19 Wisdom strengthens the wise 
More than ten rulers of the city. 

20 For there is not a just man on earth who does good 
And does not sin. 

21 Also do not take to heart everything people say, 
Lest you hear your servant cursing you. 
22 For many times, also, your own heart has known 
That even you have cursed others. 

23 All this I have proved by wisdom. 
I said, “I will be wise”; 
But it was far from me. 
24 As for that which is far off and exceedingly deep, 
Who can find it out? 
25 I applied my heart to know, 
To search and seek out wisdom and the reason of things, 
To know the wickedness of folly, 
Even of foolishness and madness. 
26 And I find more bitter than death 
The woman whose heart is snares and nets, 
Whose hands are fetters. 
He who pleases God shall escape from her, 
But the sinner shall be trapped by her. 

27 “Here is what I have found,” says the Preacher, 
“Adding one thing to the other to find out the reason, 
28 Which my soul still seeks but I cannot find: 
One man among a thousand I have found, 
But a woman among all these I have not found. 
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29 Truly, this only I have found: 
That God made man upright, 
But they have sought out many schemes.” (NKJV) 

What stands out to you after reading Ecclesiastes 7? Why? _____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

In this sinful world, there is no perfect way to live…but there is a better way to live. The Teacher 
begins chapter 7 with a list of proverbs that describe what is better. Fill in the diagram below. 
 

Verse What Is Better What Is Lesser 

7:1a A good name Precious ointment 

7:1b   

7:2   

7:3   

7:5   

7:8a   

7:8b   

The Teacher commends sorrow over laughter, not because he is a killjoy (see 5:18-20), but 
because he realizes that, in sorrow, our hearts are made humble and are opened to wisdom.  

What are the benefits of wisdom (7:11-12)? _________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Complete the following sentences based on this passage: 

Do not hasten to be angry in your spirit because anger rests in the bosom of __________. 

God has appointed both the day of __________________ and the day of ___________________. 

The person who ___________ God will escape both an overly righteous attitude (self-righteous) 
and an overly wicked way of life (which usually leads to a premature death).  

For there is not a just man on earth who does ____________ and does not _________.   

What was the one thing that the Teacher truly found (7:29)? ___________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Quiet your heart and allow God to speak through His Word. Slowly read 
Ecclesiastes 7:9-12 several times. Reflect on each word. Meditate on 
them over and over until you memorize them.  

A good name is better than precious ointment, 
 and the day of death than the day of birth. 
It is better to go to the house of mourning 
 than to go to the house of feasting, 
 for this is the end of all mankind, 
 and the living will lay it to heart. 
Sorrow is better than laughter, 
 for by sadness of face the heart is made glad. 
The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, 
 but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth. 
It is better for a man to hear the rebuke of the wise 
 than to hear the song of fools. (ESV) 
 
Write down the observations that you can make from this passage, sketch out any images or 
thoughts that you have, or simply rewrite the passage below giving emphasis to key words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Offer your thoughts on this passage back to God in the form of a personalized prayer.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 
better understand its meaning. A word study on a key term and/or 
looking up parallel passages can help you grow in your understanding.   

 
Reading through Ecclesiastes is a challenge. Some verses strike us as odd. But it is important to 
remember that the Teacher is giving us a dose of life as it really is in this sin-cursed world. He is 
not sugarcoating reality. Thus, we have to live wisely but also recognize life’s limitations. 
 
One of the things that teaches us wisdom is going through suffering and adversity.  
 
Read the following verses on suffering and mark any words or phrases that stand out to you. 
 
 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
 heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
 against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so 
 they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” (Matthew 5:10-12) 
 
 “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will 
 have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33) 
 
 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
 Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
 and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, 
 knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 
 produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our 
 hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. (Romans 5:1-5) 
 
 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, 
 a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from 
 becoming conceited. Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. But 
 he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
 Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest 
 upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
 persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Corinthians 12:7-10) 
 
 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of 
 your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may 
 be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. (James 1:2-4) 
  
What do you learn about suffering from these verses? What are some of suffering’s benefits? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY THREE 
Interpretation 
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The Teacher recognizes that it is better to live wisely and righteously in this world but, at the 
same time, he also recognizes that living wisely and righteously doesn’t always work out the 
way that we may think in this world…and, on top of that, none of us are really wise or righteous 
in our own strength. We are all impacted by sin and limited in our knowledge.  
 
This is the tension that the Teacher is wrestling with in Ecclesiastes 7. Wisdom is a better way to 
live but the effects of sin in our world and in our own hearts makes this a difficult challenge. 
 
Thus, the Teacher seems to give rather strange advice in 7:16-18. Don’t be overly righteous or 
wise and don’t be overly wicked or foolish. There are several ways to interpret these verses. 
 

1. The Teacher is simply being a cynic about life in this world. 
2. The Teacher is advocating a life of moderation, avoiding extremes in life.  
3. The Teacher is addressing those who think of themselves as righteous and wise (i.e., the 

religiously self-righteous).  
 
The context is important in interpreting these verses. 
 
Read Ecclesiastes 7:15. What observation does the Teacher make about life in this world? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In other words, in this sin-cursed world, the righteous life doesn’t always bring good results and 
the sinful life doesn’t always face negative consequences. Thus, the Teacher draws a conclusion 
in 7:16-18. Don’t be overly righteous…thinking that your good works will somehow always keep 
you from suffering in this world…and don’t be overly wicked…thinking that your evil works will 
somehow avoid consequences. Instead, fear God and keep walking with Him regardless of 
whether it leads to immediate good results in this world or not. God will ultimately judge.  
 
The Teacher concludes Ecclesiastes 7 with a doctrinal truth that he has come to understand—
that none of us are perfectly good, righteous, or wise. Ecclesiastes 7:20 is probably the verse 
that Paul was thinking of when he concluded his talk on the sinfulness of humanity. 
 

Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins. (Ecclesiastes 7:20) 
None is righteous. No, not one. (Romans 3:10) 

 
Thus, for a person to depend on their own righteousness or wisdom in this world is to be self-
deceived. All of us are subject to sin. All of us are limited in our knowledge. All of us need God. 
 
This fact also helps us understand Ecclesiastes 7:27-29. The Teacher is not being misogynistic. 
He is rather stating a truth in a proverbial form in which the second line reiterates the first line 
with a stronger force. In this world, a good person is “one in a million” (practically impossible to 
find) and not even a woman (no matter how good they may appear) is truly righteous.  
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Read the following excerpt from Matthew Henry’s Exposition of the Old 
and New Testaments. Matthew Henry (1662-1714) was a pastor, 
speaker, and author from Chester, England.  

 
Verses 1-6 

In these verses Solomon lays down some 
great truths which seem paradoxes to the 
unthinking part, that is, the far greatest 
part, of mankind. 
 
I. The honor of virtue is really more 
valuable and desirable than all the wealth 
and pleasure in this world (v. 1): A good 
name is better than good ointment; it is 
preferable to it, and will be rather chosen 
by all that are wise. Good ointment is here 
put for all the profits of the earth (among 
the products of which oil was reckoned one 
of the most valuable), for all the delights of 
sense (for ointment and perfume which 
rejoice the heart, and it is called the oil of 
gladness), nay, and for the highest titles of 
honor with which men are dignified, for 
kings are anointed. A good name is better 
than all riches (Prov. 21:1), that is, a name 
for wisdom and goodness with those that 
are wise and good—the memory of the 
just; this is a good that will bring a more 
grateful pleasure to the mind, will give a 
man a larger opportunity of usefulness, and 
will go further, and last longer, than the 
most precious box of ointment… 

II. All things considered, our going out of 
the world is a greater kindness to us than 
our coming into the world was: The day of 
death is preferable to the birth-day; though, 
as to others, there was joy when a child was 
born into the world, and where there is 
death there is lamentation, yet, as to our-
selves, if we have lived so as to merit a good 
name, the day of our death, which will put a 
period to our cares, and toils, and sorrows, 

and remove us to rest, and joy, and eternal 
satisfaction, is better than the day of our 
birth, which ushered us into a world of so 
much sin and trouble, vanity and vexation. 
We were born to uncertainty, but a good 
man does not die at uncertainty. The day of 
our birth clogged our souls with the burden 
of the flesh, but the day of our death will 
set them at liberty from that burden. 

III. It will do us more good to go to a 
funeral than to go to a festival (v. 2): It is 
better to go to the house of mourning, and 
there weep with those that weep, than to 
go to the house of feasting, to a wedding, or 
a wake, there to rejoice with those that do 
rejoice. It will do us more good, and make 
better impressions upon us. We may 
lawfully go to both, as there is occasion. 
Our Savior both feasted at the wedding of 
his friend in Cana and wept at the grave of 
his friend in Bethany; and we may possibly 
glorify God, and do good, and get good, in 
the house of feasting; but, considering how 
apt we are to be vain and frothy, proud and 
secure, and indulgent of the flesh, it is bet-
ter for us to go to the house of mourning, 
not to see the pomp of the funeral, but to 
share in the sorrow of it, and to learn good 
lessons, both from the dead, who is going 
thence to his long home, and from the 
mourners, who go about the streets... 

IV. Gravity and seriousness better become 
us, and are better for us, than mirth and 
jollity, v. 3. …It is best for us which is best 
for our souls, by which the heart is made 
better, though it be unpleasing to sense. 
Sadness is often a happy means of 
seriousness, and that affliction which is 

DAY FOUR 
Devotion 
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impairing to the health, estate, and family, 
may be improving to the mind, and make 
such impressions upon that as may alter its 
temper very much for the better, may make 
it humble and meek, loose from the world, 
penitent for sin, and careful of duty… 

V. It is much better for us to have our 
corruptions mortified by the rebuke of the 
wise than to have them gratified by the 
song of fools, v. 5. Many that would be very 
well pleased to hear the information of the 
wise, and much more to have their com-
mendations and consolations, yet do not 
care for hearing their rebukes, that is, care 
not for being told of their faults, though 
ever so wisely; but therein they are no 
friends to themselves, for reproofs of 
instruction are the way of life (Prov. 6:23), 
and, though they be not so pleasant as the 
song of fools, they are more wholesome… 

Verses 7-10 

Solomon had often complained before of 
the oppressions which he saw under the 
sun, which gave occasion for many melan-
choly speculations and were a great dis-
couragement to virtue and piety. Now here, 
 
I. He grants the temptation to be strong (v. 
7): Surely it is often too true that oppression 
makes a wise man mad. If a wise man be 
much and long oppressed, he is very apt to 
speak and act unlike himself, to lay the reins 
on the neck of his passions, and break out 
into indecent complaints against God and 
man, or to make use of unlawful dishonor-
able means of relieving himself. …Even the 
generous heart that is ready to give gifts, 
and a gracious heart that is endowed with 
many excellent gifts, is destroyed by being 
oppressed. We should therefore make great 
allowances to those that are abused and ill-

dealt with, and not be severe in our 
censures of them, though they do not act so 
discreetly as they should; we know not 
what we should do if it were our own case. 

II. He arms us against it with some 
necessary directions. If we would not be 
driven mad by oppression, but preserve the 
possession of our own souls, 
 
1. We must be clothed with humility; for 
the proud in spirit are those that cannot 
bear to be trampled upon, but grow 
outrageous, and fret themselves, when they 
are hardly bestead. …Mortify pride, 
therefore, and a lowly spirit will easily be 
reconciled to a low condition. 
 
2. We must put on patience, bearing 
patience, to submit to the will of God in the 
affliction, and waiting patience, to expect 
the issue in God's due time. The patient in 
spirit are here opposed to the proud in 
spirit, for where there is humility there will 
be patience. Those will be thankful for any 
thing who own they deserve nothing at 
God's hand, and the patient are said to 
be better than the proud; they are more 
easy to themselves, more acceptable to 
others, and more likely to see a good issue 
of their troubles. 
 
3. We must govern our passion with 
wisdom and grace (v. 9): Be not hasty in thy 
spirit to be angry; those that are hasty in 
their expectations, and cannot brook 
delays, are apt to be angry if they be not 
immediately gratified. …Though anger may 
come into the bosom of a wise man, and 
pass through it as a wayfaring man, 
it rests only in the bosom of fools; there it 
resides, there it remains, there it has the 
innermost and uppermost place, there it is 
hugged as that which is dear, and laid in the 
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bosom, and not easily parted with. He 
therefore that would approve himself so 
wise as not to give place to the devil, must 
not let the sun go down upon his wrath, 
Eph. 4:26-27. 
 
4. We must make the best of that which is 
(v. 10): "Take it not for granted that the 
former days were better than these, nor 
enquire what is the cause that they were 
so, for therein thou dost not enquire wisely, 
since thou enquire into the reason of the 
thing before thou art sure that the thing 
itself is true; and, besides, thou art so much 
a stranger to the times past, and such an 
incompetent judge even of the present 
times, that thou canst not expect a satis-
factory answer to the enquiry, and there-
fore thou dost not enquire wisely; nay, the 
supposition is a foolish reflection upon the 
providence of God in the government of the 
world." …God has been always good, and 
men always bad; and if, in some respects, 
the times are now worse than they have 
been, perhaps in other respects they are 
better…  

Verses 11-22 

Solomon, in these verses, recommends 
wisdom to us as the best antidote against 
those distempers of mind which we are 
liable to, by reason of the vanity and 
vexation of spirit that there are in the things 
of this world. Here are some of the praises 
and the precepts of wisdom. 
 
I. The praises of wisdom. …Wisdom is good 
of itself, and makes a man useful; but, if he 
have a good estate with it, that will put him 
into a greater capacity of being useful, and 
with his wealth he may be more serviceable 
to his generation than he could have been 
without it… Wisdom is of great advantage 

to us throughout the whole course of our 
passage through this world… The clearness 
of the eye of the under-standing is of 
greater use to us than bodily eye-sight. 
Wisdom contributes much more to our 
safety, and is a shelter to us from the 
storms of trouble and its scorching heat… 
Wisdom is a defense, and money is a 
defense. As a rich man makes his wealth, so 
a wise man makes his wisdom, a strong city. 
…Men's wealth exposes their lives, but their 
wisdom protects them. Nay, whereas 
wealth will not lengthen out the natural life, 
true wisdom will give spiritual life, the 
earnest of eternal life; so much better is it 
to get wisdom than gold… 

II. The precepts of wisdom, that wisdom 
which will be of so much advantage to us. 
 
1. We must have an eye to God and to his 
hand in everything that befalls us (v. 
13): Consider the work of God. To silence 
our complaints concerning cross events, let 
us consider the hand of God in them and 
not open our mouths against that which is 
his doing; let us look upon the disposal of 
our condition and all the circumstances of it 
as the work of God, and consider it as the 
product of his eternal counsel, which is 
fulfilled in everything that befalls us. 
Consider that every work of God is wise, 
just, and good, and there is an admirable 
beauty and harmony in his works, and all 
will appear at last to have been for the best.  

2. We must accommodate ourselves to the 
various dispensations of Providence that 
respect us, and do the work and duty of 
the day in its day, v. 14. Observe, how the 
appointments and events of Providence are 
counterchanged. In this world, at the same 
time, some are in prosperity, others are in 
adversity; the same persons at one time are 
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in great prosperity, at another time in great 
adversity; nay, one event prosperous, and 
another grievous, may occur to the same 
person at the same time. Both come from 
the hand of God... Day and night, summer 
and winter, are set the one over against the 
other, that in prosperity we may rejoice as 
though we rejoiced not, and in adversity 
may weep as though we wept not, for we 
may plainly see the one from the other and 
quickly exchange the one for the other; and 
it is to the end that man may find nothing 
after him, that he may not be at any 
certainty concerning future events or the 
continuance of the present scene, but may 
live in a dependence upon Providence and 
be ready for whatever happens… 

3. We must not be offended at the greatest 
prosperity of wicked people, nor at the 
saddest calamities that may befall the 
godly in this life, v. 15. Wisdom will teach 
us how to construe those dark chapters of 
Providence so as to reconcile them with the 
wisdom, holiness, goodness, and faithful-
ness of God… The calamities of the right-
eous are preparing them for their future 
blessedness, and the wicked, while their 
days are prolonged, are but ripening for 
ruin. There is a judgment to come, which 
will rectify this seeming irregularity, to the 
glory of God and the full satisfaction of all 
his people, and we must wait with patience 
till then. 
 
4. Wisdom will be of use both for caution 
to saints in their way, and for a check to 
sinners in their way. As to saints, it will 
engage them to proceed and persevere in 
their righteousness, and yet will be an 
admonition to them to take heed of running 
into extremes: A just man may perish in his 
righteousness, but let him not, by his own 
imprudence and rash zeal, pull trouble upon 

his own head, and then reflect upon Provi-
dence as dealing hardly with him. Be not 
righteous overmuch, v. 16. In the acts of 
righteousness govern thyself by the rules of 
prudence, and be not transported, no, not 
by a zeal for God, into any intemperate 
heats or passions, or any practices 
unbecoming thy character or dangerous to 
thy interests. …Make not thyself over-wise. 
Be not opinionative, and conceited of thy 
own abilities. Set not up for a dictator, nor 
pretend to give law to, and give judgment 
upon, all about thee. Set not up for a critic, 
to find fault with everything that is said and 
done, nor busy thyself in other men's 
matters, as if thou know everything and 
could do anything. Why should thou destroy 
thyself, as fools often do by meddling with 
strife that belongs not to them?  

…But let none say that therefore they may 
safely be as wicked as they will; no, be not 
overmuch wicked (v. 17); do not run to an 
excess of riot. Many that will not be 
wrought upon by the fear of God, and a 
dread of the torments of hell, to avoid all 
sin, will yet, if they have ever so little 
consideration, avoid those sins that ruin 
their health and estate, and expose them to 
public justice. And Solomon here makes use 
of these considerations… 

5. Wisdom will direct us in the mean 
between two extremes, and keep us always 
in the way of our duty, which we shall find a 
plain and safe way (v. 18)… The fear of the 
Lord is that wisdom which will serve as a 
clue to extricate us out of the most intricate 
labyrinths. Honesty is the best policy. Those 
that truly fear God have but one end to 
serve, and therefore act steadily. God has 
likewise promised to direct those that fear 
him, and to order their steps not only in the 
right way, but out of every dangerous way. 
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6. Wisdom will teach us how to conduct 
ourselves in reference to the sins and 
offences of others, which commonly 
contribute more than anything else to the 
disturbance of our repose, which contract 
both guilt and grief. 
 
Wisdom teaches us not to expect that 
those we deal with should be faultless; we 
ourselves are not so, none are so, no, not 
the best. This wisdom strengthens the 
wise as much as anything, and arms them 
against the danger that arises from 
provocation (v. 19), so that they are not put 
into any disorder by it. They consider that 
those they have dealings and conversation 
with are not incarnate angels, but sinful 
sons and daughters of Adam: even the best 
are so, insomuch that there is not a just 
man upon earth, that doeth good and 
sinneth not, v. 20. …None that live on this 
side of heaven live without sin.  
 
Wisdom teaches us not to be quick-
sighted, or quick-scented, in apprehending 
and resenting affronts, but to wink at many 
of the injuries that are done us, and act as if 
we did not see them (v. 21): "Take no heed 
to all words that are spoken; set not thy 
heart to them. Vex not thyself at men's 
peevish reflections upon thee, or suspicions 
of thee, but be as a deaf man that hears 
not, Ps. 38:13, 14. Be not solicitous or 
inquisitive to know what people say of thee; 
if they speak well of thee, it will feed thy 
pride, if ill, it will stir up thy passion. See 
therefore that thou approve thyself to God 
and thy own conscience, and then heed not 
what men say of thee… 

Wisdom puts us in mind of our own faults 
(v. 22): "Be not enraged at those that speak 
ill of thee, or wish ill to thee, for oftentimes, 
in that case, if thou retire into thyself, thy 

own conscience will tell thee that thou 
thyself hast cursed others, spoken ill of 
them and wished ill to them, and thou art 
paid in thy own coin." Note, When any 
affront or injury is done us it is seasonable 
to examine our consciences whether we 
have not done the same, or as bad, to 
others; and if, upon reflection, we find we 
have, we must take that occasion to renew 
our repentance for it, must justify God, and 
make use of it to qualify our own resent-
ments. If we be truly angry with ourselves, 
as we ought to be, for backbiting and 
censuring others, we shall be the less angry 
with others for backbiting and censuring us. 

Verses 23-29 

Solomon had hitherto been proving the 
vanity of the world and its utter insuffici-
ency to make men happy; now here he 
comes to show the vileness of sin, and its 
certain tendency to make men miserable; 
and this, as the former, he proves from his 
own experience, and it was a dear-bought 
experience. He is here, more than 
anywhere in all this book, putting on the 
habit of a penitent… 
 
I. He owns and laments the deficiencies of 
his wisdom. He had wisdom enough to see 
the vanity of the world and to experience 
that that would not make a portion for a 
soul. But, when he came to enquire further, 
he found himself at a loss; his eye was too 
dim, his line was too short, and, though he 
discovered this, there were many other 
things which he could not prove by wisdom. 
 
God had given him a capacity for knowledge 
above any; he set up with a great stock of 
wisdom; he had the largest opportunities of 
improving himself that ever any man had… 
yet his success was not answerable or 
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satisfying: "I said, I will be wise, but it was 
far from me; I could not compass it. After 
all, This only I know that I know nothing, 
and the more I know the more I see there is 
to be known, and the more sensible I am of 
my own ignorance... 
 
II. He owns and laments the instances of 
his folly… The knowledge of sin is a difficult 
knowledge, and hard to be attained; 
Solomon took pains for it. Sin has many 
disguises with which it palliates itself, as 
being loth to appear sin, and it is very hard 
to strip it of these and to see it in its true 
nature and colors. It is necessary to our 
repentance for sin that we be acquainted 
with the evil of it, as it is necessary to the 
cure of a disease to know its nature, causes, 
and malignity… Willful sinners are fools and 
madmen; they act contrary both to right 
reason and to their true interest… 
 
He now discovered more than ever of the 
evil of that great sin which he himself had 
been guilty of, the loving of many strange 
women, 1 Ki. 11:1. This is that which he 
here most feelingly laments, and in very 
pathetic expressions. He found the remem-
brance of the sin very grievous. O how 
heavily did it lie upon his conscience! what 

an agony was he in upon the thought of it—
the wickedness, the foolishness, the mad-
ness, that he had been guilty of! I find it 
more bitter than death. …The heart of the 
adulterous woman is snares and nets; she 
plays her game to ruin souls with as much 
art and subtlety as ever any fowler used to 
take a silly bird. The methods such sinners 
use are both deceiving and destroying, as 
snares and nets are. The unwary souls are 
enticed into them by the bait of pleasure, 
which they greedily catch at and promise 
themselves satisfaction in; but they are 
trapped before they are aware… 

Lust gets strength by being gratified and its 
charms are more prevalent. Solomon 
reckoned it a great instance of God's favor 
to any man if by his grace he has kept him 
from this sin: He that pleases God shall 
escape from her, shall be preserved either 
from being tempted to this sin or from 
being overcome by the temptation. Those 
that are kept from this sin must acknow-
ledge it is God that keeps them, and not any 
strength or resolution of their own, must 
acknowledge it a great mercy; and those 
that would have grace sufficient for them to 
arm them against this sin must be careful to 
please God in everything...

 
 
 
What thought from Matthew Henry’s words stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Re-read Ecclesiastes 7 and consider the truths that you have learned 
from this passage this week. Seek to apply the message of Ecclesiastes 7 
to your daily life. 

 
What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Ecclesiastes 7? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Ecclesiastes 7, the Teacher encourages us to take a wise, sober look at reality. Often it takes 
suffering, adversity, and the grief of loss to humble us and to open our eyes to truth.  
 
When is the last time that you went to a funeral? What were your thoughts and emotions 
during this funeral? What did you learn there about God, about life, about death? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
When was the last time that someone rebuked you or confronted you with something that 
you did wrong? How did you respond to this confrontation? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Let’s face it. It is not easy to deal with the realities of this life. It is not easy to go through 
suffering. It is not easy to be confronted by others. It is not easy to acknowledge our own sin. It 
is not easy to face death. The Teacher tells us that when we are confronted by these realities 
we often turn to endless entertainment, anger, greed, cursing others, indulging in sin, or even 
nostalgia (why were the former days better than these?). All of these things are forms of escape.  
 
What escape do you tend to run to when you are confronted by the difficulties of life? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

DAY FIVE 
Application 
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Ecclesiastes 7 confronts us with the reality of sin. We are all born with a sinful, selfish heart. 
 
 Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins. (7:10) 
 
 This alone have I discovered: God made humankind upright,  
 but they have sought out many evil schemes. (7:29) 
 
The apostle Paul draws from this chapter in confronting us with our sin in Romans 3:9-20. 
 

What then? Are we better than they? Not at all.  
For we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin. 
As it is written: 
“There is none righteous, no, not one; 
There is none who understands; 
There is none who seeks after God. 
They have all turned aside; 
They have together become unprofitable; 
There is none who does good, no, not one.” 
“Their throat is an open tomb; 
With their tongues they have practiced deceit”; 
“The poison of asps is under their lips”; 
“Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness.” 
“Their feet are swift to shed blood; 
Destruction and misery are in their ways; 
And the way of peace they have not known.” 
“There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 
Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every 
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. Therefore by the deeds 
of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 

Have you seen the reality of sin in this world?     Yes      No 

Have you acknowledged the sin in your own heart?     Yes      No 

Have you realized that there is nothing you can do to earn God’s favor?     Yes      No 

There is nothing we can do on our own to earn God’s favor or His salvation. God created 
humanity in uprightness but we have followed our own schemes. We have gone our own way. 

All we like sheep have gone astray; 
We have turned, every one, to his own way; 
And the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6) 

What we could not do, God did. He saved us not based on our works but by His grace. He sent 
His Son, Jesus, to bear our sins on the cross and to offer us eternal life as a gift, received by faith. 

Have you put your trust in Jesus Christ as your Savior?     Yes      No     I am unsure 
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If you answered “no” or if you are unsure, then place your faith in Jesus today. Your status and 
your good works will not save you. Only faith in the risen Savior will satisfy God’s wrath. Say a 
prayer similar to this one as an expression of your faith in Jesus Christ.  
 

Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner. I know that I cannot save myself.  
Right now, I put my faith in You alone. Thank you for dying on the cross for me. 

 
If you answered “yes,” then praise the Lord! Use the words of the psalmist David to help guide 
your prayer. Say these words out loud and then thank God for His forgiveness and His grace. 
 

Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven 
And whose sins are covered 
Blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin. (Romans 4:7-8) 

 
 
 
 
SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 
The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the truth of 
Ecclesiastes 7. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned. 
 
 What was the last funeral that you have been to? What stood out to you at this funeral? 

What did you learn about life, death, God, or yourself at this funeral? 
 
 Why does the Teacher say that sorrow is better than laughter? Do you agree?  

 It is better to hear the rebuke of the wise than for a man to hear the song of fools (7:5). Do 
you agree with the Teacher? When is the last time you were rebuked or corrected by a wise 
person? What was your response? 

 What are the benefits to wisdom in this world? What are wisdom’s limitations in this world? 

 Do you ever give into the temptation of nostalgia, always looking back and wishing things 
were like they were in the past? Why does the Teacher say that this is not wise? 

 In what ways have you seen the sinfulness of humanity? Of your own heart? 

 Did you discover anything new, interesting, or meaningful in your study of this passage this 
week? Or in your reading of Matthew Henry? If so, what? 

 Ecclesiastes 7 is intended to give us a sober look at life and at our own selfish hearts. Spend 
time in prayer together. Focus on a time of confession both for our nation and for yourself. 
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ECCLESIASTES 8:1-9:12 
Living Wisely in an Uncertain World 

 
In Ecclesiastes 8-9, the Teacher continues to teach the path of wisdom 
but again tempers it with the uncertainty of life and the reality of death. 
If no one knows what will happen, who can tell him when it will happen?  

 
Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read this passage. Mark words or phrases that 
stand out to you. Write down the main message or thought next to each paragraph. 
 

Who is like a wise man? 
And who knows the interpretation of a thing? 
A man’s wisdom makes his face shine, 
And the sternness of his face is changed. 

2 I say, “Keep the king’s commandment for the sake of your oath to God. 3 Do 
not be hasty to go from his presence. Do not take your stand for an evil thing, 
for he does whatever pleases him.” 

4 Where the word of a king is, there is power; 
And who may say to him, “What are you doing?” 
5 He who keeps his command will experience nothing harmful; 
And a wise man’s heart discerns both time and judgment, 
6 Because for every matter there is a time and judgment, 
Though the misery of man increases greatly. 
7 For he does not know what will happen; 
So who can tell him when it will occur? 
8 No one has power over the spirit to retain the spirit, 
And no one has power in the day of death. 
There is no release from that war, 
And wickedness will not deliver those who are given to it. 

9 All this I have seen, and applied my heart to every work that is done under 
the sun: There is a time in which one man rules over another to his own hurt. 

10 Then I saw the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the place of 
holiness, and they were forgotten in the city where they had so done. This 
also is vanity. 11 Because the sentence against an evil work is not executed 
speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do 
evil. 12 Though a sinner does evil a hundred times, and his days are prolonged, 
yet I surely know that it will be well with those who fear God, who fear 
before Him. 13 But it will not be well with the wicked; nor will he prolong 
his days, which are as a shadow, because he does not fear before God. 

14 There is a vanity which occurs on earth, that there are just men to whom 
it happens according to the work of the wicked; again, there are wicked men 
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to whom it happens according to the work of the righteous. I said that this 
also is vanity. 

15 So I commended enjoyment, because a man has nothing better under the 
sun than to eat, drink, and be merry; for this will remain with him in his 
labor all the days of his life which God gives him under the sun. 

16 When I applied my heart to know wisdom and to see the business that is 
done on earth, even though one sees no sleep day or night, 17 then I saw all the 
work of God, that a man cannot find out the work that is done under the sun. 
For though a man labors to discover it, yet he will not find it; moreover, 
though a wise man attempts to know it, he will not be able to find it. 

9 For I considered all this in my heart, so that I could declare it all: that the 
righteous and the wise and their works are in the hand of God. People know 
neither love nor hatred by anything they see before them. 2 All things come 
alike to all: 

One event happens to the righteous and the wicked; 
To the good, the clean, and the unclean; 
To him who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. 
As is the good, so is the sinner; 
He who takes an oath as he who fears an oath. 

3 This is an evil in all that is done under the sun: that one thing happens to all. 
Truly the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil; madness is in their hearts 
while they live, and after that they go to the dead. 4 But for him who is joined 
to all the living there is hope, for a living dog is better than a dead lion. 

5 For the living know that they will die; 
But the dead know nothing, 
And they have no more reward, 
For the memory of them is forgotten. 
6 Also their love, their hatred, and their envy have now perished; 
Nevermore will they have a share 
In anything done under the sun. 

7 Go, eat your bread with joy, 
And drink your wine with a merry heart; 
For God has already accepted your works. 
8 Let your garments always be white, 
And let your head lack no oil. 

9 Live joyfully with the wife whom you love all the days of your vain life 
which He has given you under the sun, all your days of vanity; for that is your 
portion in life, and in the labor which you perform under the sun. 

10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work 
or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going. 
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11 I returned and saw under the sun that— 

The race is not to the swift, 
Nor the battle to the strong, 
Nor bread to the wise, 
Nor riches to men of understanding, 
Nor favor to men of skill; 
But time and chance happen to them all. 
12 For man also does not know his time: 
Like fish taken in a cruel net, 
Like birds caught in a snare, 
So the sons of men are snared in an evil time, 
When it falls suddenly upon them. (NKJV) 

What verse or thought stands out to you after reading this passage? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Complete the following sentences based on this passage: 

A man’s wisdom makes his face _______________ (8:1). 

A wise man’s heart discerns both _____________ and ____________________ (8:5). 

No one has power in the day of _______________ (8:8). 

Though sinners may live a long life, I know it will be well for those who ___________ God (8:12). 

The righteous and the wise and their works are in the ____________ of God (9:1). 

Man does not know his _____________ [when tragedy or death may occur] (9:12). 

What one event happens to all people, regardless of who they are (9:2-3)? _______________    

The Teacher sees the uncertainty of life and the reality of death. No one knows the future. No 
one knows when an unexpected tragedy or death may occur. But the Teacher does know that 
God will make all things right in the end. How should we live in light of these realities? 

8:15 __________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

9:7-10 ________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Quiet your heart and allow God to speak through His Word. Slowly read 
Ecclesiastes 9:7-10 several times. Reflect on each word. Meditate on 
them over and over until you memorize them.  

 
Go, eat your food with joy, 
 and drink your wine with a happy heart, 
 because God has already approved your works. 
Let your clothes always be white, 
 and do not spare precious ointment on your head. 
Enjoy life with your beloved wife during all the days of your fleeting life 
 that God has given you on earth during all your fleeting days; 
 for that is your reward in life and in your burdensome work on earth. 
Whatever you find to do with your hands, 
 do it with all your might, 
 because there is neither work nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom in the grave, 
 the place where you will eventually go. (NET) 
 
Write down the observations that you can make from this passage, sketch out any images or 
thoughts that you have, or simply rewrite the passage below giving emphasis to key words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Offer your thoughts on this passage back to God in the form of a personalized prayer.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY TWO 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 
better understand its meaning. A word study on a key term and/or 
looking up parallel passages can help you grow in your understanding.   

 
Ecclesiastes 8-9 hit us again with the difficult realities of life—the uncertainty of the future, the 
success of the wicked, the certainty of death. It is not the most encouraging reading! But the 
Teacher’s words reflect the struggles of other people in Scripture—notably Job and Asaph. 
 
Read Asaph’s struggle in Psalm 73. Mark key words or phrases as you read. 
 

Truly God is good to Israel, 
To such as are pure in heart. 
2 But as for me, my feet had almost stumbled; 
My steps had nearly slipped. 
3 For I was envious of the boastful, 
When I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 
 
4 For there are no pangs in their death, 
But their strength is firm. 
5 They are not in trouble as other men, 
Nor are they plagued like other men. 
6 Therefore pride serves as their necklace; 
Violence covers them like a garment. 
7 Their eyes bulge with abundance; 
They have more than heart could wish. 
8 They scoff and speak wickedly concerning oppression; 
They speak loftily. 
9 They set their mouth against the heavens, 
And their tongue walks through the earth. 
 
10 Therefore his people return here, 
And waters of a full cup are drained by them. 
11 And they say, “How does God know? 
And is there knowledge in the Most High?” 
12 Behold, these are the ungodly, 
Who are always at ease; 
They increase in riches. 
13 Surely I have cleansed my heart in vain, 
And washed my hands in innocence. 
14 For all day long I have been plagued, 
And chastened every morning. 
 
15 If I had said, “I will speak thus,” 
Behold, I would have been untrue to the generation of Your children. 
16 When I thought how to understand this, 
It was too painful for me— 

DAY THREE 
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17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God; 
Then I understood their end. 
18 Surely You set them in slippery places; 
You cast them down to destruction. 
19 Oh, how they are brought to desolation, as in a moment! 
They are utterly consumed with terrors. 
20 As a dream when one awakes, 
So, Lord, when You awake, 
You shall despise their image. 

 

21 Thus my heart was grieved, 
And I was vexed in my mind. 
22 I was so foolish and ignorant; 
I was like a beast before You. 
23 Nevertheless I am continually with You; 
You hold me by my right hand. 
24 You will guide me with Your counsel, 
And afterward receive me to glory. 
 

25 Whom have I in heaven but You? 
And there is none upon earth that I desire besides You. 
26 My flesh and my heart fail; 
But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. 
27 For indeed, those who are far from You shall perish; 
You have destroyed all those who desert You for harlotry. 
28 But it is good for me to draw near to God; 
I have put my trust in the Lord God, 
That I may declare all Your works. (Psalm 73) 

 
What did Asaph struggle with as he looked at his own life and then at the lives of others?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How did this crisis of faith affect him—physically, emotionally, mentally, spiritually? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How did Asaph eventually resolve this struggle in his mind? What brought him peace? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the following excerpt from Matthew Henry’s Exposition of the Old 
and New Testaments. Matthew Henry (1662-1714) was a pastor, 
speaker, and author from Chester, England.  

 
Solomon, in this chapter [chapter 8], comes 
to recommend wisdom to us as the most 
powerful antidote against both the tempt-
ations and vexations that arise from the 
vanity of the world. 

Verses 1-5 

I. An encomium of wisdom (v. 1), that is, of 
true piety, guided in all its exercises by 
prudence and discretion. The wise man is 
the good man, that knows God and glorifies 
him, knows himself and does well for 
himself; his wisdom is a great happiness to 
him… It beautifies a man in the eyes of his 
friends: It makes his face to shine, as 
Moses's did when he came down from the 
mount; it puts honor upon a man and a 
luster on his whole conversation, makes 
him to be regarded and taken notice of, and 
gains him respect (as Job 29:7, etc.); it 
makes him lovely and amiable, and the 
darling and blessing of his country… 

II. A particular instance of wisdom pressed 
upon us, and that is subjection to authority, 
and a dutiful and peaceable perseverance in 
our allegiance to the government which 
Providence has set over us. 

1. How the duty of subjects is here 
described. We must be observant of the 
laws. In all those things wherein the civil 
power is to interpose, whether legislative or 
judicial, we ought to submit to its order and 
constitutions… Keep the king's command-
ment; wherever the sovereign power is 
lodged, be subject to it… 

2. What arguments are here used to 
engage us to be subject to the higher 

powers; they are much the same with those 
which St. Paul uses, Rom. 13:1. We must 
needs be subject, for conscience-sake, and 
that is the most powerful principle of sub-
jection. We must be subject because of the 
oath of God, the oath of allegiance which 
we have taken to be faithful to the govern-
ment… For wrath's sake, because of the 
sword which the prince bears and the 
power he is entrusted with, which make 
him formidable: He does whatsoever 
pleases him; he has a great authority and a 
great ability to support that authority… He 
that contradicts him does it at his peril...   

Verses 6-8 

Solomon had said (v. 5) that a wise man's 
heart discerns time and judgment, that is, a 
man's wisdom will go a great way, by the 
blessing of God, in moral prognostications; 
but here he shows that few have that wis-
dom, and that even the wisest may yet be 
surprised by a calamity which they had not 
any foresight of, and therefore it is our 
wisdom to expect and prepare for sudden 
changes. …We are very much in the dark 
concerning future events and the time and 
season of them: Man knows not that which 
shall be himself; and who can tell him 
when or how it shall be? v. 7. It cannot 
either be foreseen by him or foretold him; 
the stars cannot foretell a man what shall 
be, nor any of the arts of divination. God 
has, in wisdom, concealed from us the 
knowledge of future events, that we may be 
always ready for changes… 

Whatever other evils may be avoided, we 
are all under a fatal necessity of dying, v. 8. 

DAY FOUR 
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When the soul is required it must be 
resigned, and it is to no purpose to dispute 
it, either by arms or arguments, by our-
selves, or by any friend: There is no man 
that has power over his own spirit, to retain 
it, when it is summoned to return to God 
who gave it. It cannot fly anywhere out of 
the jurisdiction of death, nor find any place 
where its writs do not run. It cannot 
abscond so as to escape death's eye, 
though it is hidden from the eyes of all 
living. A man has no power to adjourn the 
day of his death, nor can he by prayers or 
bribes obtain a reprieve… The prince, with 
all his authority, cannot prolong the life of 
the most valuable of his subjects, nor the 
physician with his medicines and methods, 
nor the soldier with his force, not the orator 
with his eloquence, nor the best saint with 
his intercessions. The stroke of death can by 
no means be put by when our days are 
determined and the hour appointed us has 
come. …Death is a battle that must be 
fought, There is no sending to that war, no 
substituting another to muster for us, no 
champion admitted to fight for us; we must 
ourselves engage, and are concerned to 
provide accordingly, as for a battle... 

Verses 9-13 

Solomon, in the beginning of the chapter, 
had warned us against having anything to 
do with seditious subjects; here, in these 
verses, he encourages us, in reference to 
the mischief of tyrannical and oppressive 
rulers, such as he had complained of 
before, ch. 3:16; 4:1. 

1. He had observed many such rulers, v. 9. 
In the serious views and reviews he had 
taken of the children of men and their state 
he had observed that many a time one man 
rules over another to his hurt… 

2. He had observed them to prosper and 
flourish in the abuse of their power (v. 
10): I saw those wicked rulers come and go 
from the place of the holy, go in state to and 
return in pomp from the place of judicature, 
and they continued all their days in office, 
were never reckoned with for their mal-
administration, but died in honor and were 
buried magnificently; …their wicked 
practices were not remembered against 
them to their reproach and infamy when 
they were gone... 

3. He had observed that their prosperity 
hardened them in their wickedness, v. 11. 
It is true of all sinners in general, and 
particularly of wicked rulers, that, because 
sentence against their evil works is not 
executed speedily, they think it will never be 
executed, and therefore they set the law at 
defiance and their hearts are full in them to 
do evil; they venture to do so much the 
more mischief, fetch a greater compass in 
their wicked designs, and are secure and 
fearless in it, and commit iniquity with a 
high hand… 

4. He foresaw such an end of all these 
things as would be sufficient to keep us 
from quarrelling with the divine 
Providence upon account of them. He 
supposes a wicked ruler to do an unjust 
thing a hundred times, and that yet his 
punishment is deferred, and God's patience 
towards him is prolonged, much beyond 
what was expected, and the days of his 
power are lengthened out, so that he 
continues to oppress; yet he intimates that 
we should not be discouraged… Wicked 
people are certainly a miserable people; 
though they prosper, and prevail, for a 
time, the curse is as sure to them as the 
blessing is to the righteous: It shall not be 
well with the wicked, as others think it is, 
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who judge by outward appearance, and as 
they themselves expect it will be; nay, woe 
to the wicked; it shall be ill with them (Isa. 
3:10, 11); they shall be reckoned with for all 
the ill they have done; nothing that befalls 
them shall be really well for them... 

Verses 14-17 

Wise and good men have, of old, been 
perplexed with this difficulty, how the 
prosperity of the wicked and the troubles of 
the righteous can be reconciled with the 
holiness and goodness of the God that 
governs the world. Concerning this Solomon 
here gives us his advice. 
 
I. He would not have us to be surprised at 
it, as though some strange thing happened, 
for he himself saw it in his days, v. 14… 

II. He would have us to take occasion 
hence, not to charge God with iniquity, but 
to charge the world with vanity. No fault is 
to be found with God; but, as to the world, 
This is vanity upon the earth, and again, This 
is also vanity, that is, it is a certain evidence 
that the things of this world are not the 
best things nor were ever designed to make 
a portion and happiness for us… 

III. He would have us not to fret and 
perplex ourselves about it, or make 
ourselves uneasy, but cheerfully to enjoy 
what God has given us in the world, to be 
content with it and make the best of it, 
though it be much better with others, and 
such as we think very unworthy (v. 15): 
Then I commended joy, a holy security and 
serenity of mind, arising from a confidence 
in God, and his power, providence, and 
promise, because a man has no better thing 
under the sun (though a good man has 
much better things above the sun) than to 

eat and drink, that is, soberly and thankfully 
to make use of the things of this life 
according as his rank is, and to be cheerful, 
whatever happens, for that shall abide with 
him of his labor. That is all the fruit he has 
for himself of the pains that he takes in the 
business of the world; let him therefore 
take it, and much good may it do him; and 
let him not deny himself that, out of a 
peevish discontent because the world does 
not go as he would have it… 

IV. He would not have us undertake to give 
a reason for that which God does, for his 
way is in the sea and his path in the great 
waters, past finding out, and therefore we 
must be contentedly and piously ignorant of 
the meaning of God's proceedings in the 
government of the world, v. 16, 17. …God's 
ways are above our ways… 

Verses 1-3 [Chapter 9] 

It has been observed concerning those who 
have pretended to search for the philo-
sophers' stone that, though they could 
never find what they sought for, yet in the 
search they have hit upon many other 
useful discoveries and experiments. Thus 
Solomon, when, in the close of the fore-
going chapter, he applied his heart to know 
the work of God, and took a great deal of 
pains to search into it, though he despaired 
of finding it out, yet he found out that 
which abundantly recompensed him for the 
search, and gave him some satisfaction, 
which he here gives us; for therefore he 
considered all this in his heart, and weighed 
it deliberately, that he might declare it for 
the good of others. Note, What we are to 
declare we should first consider; think twice 
before we speak once; and what we have 
considered we should then declare. I 
believed, therefore have I spoken. 
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The great difficulty which Solomon met 
with in studying the book of providence was 
the little difference that is made between 
good men and bad in the distribution of 
comforts and crosses, and the disposal of 
events. This has perplexed the minds of 
many wise and contemplative men. 
Solomon discourses of it in these verses, 
and, though he does not undertake to find 
out this work of God, yet he says that which 
may prevent its being a stumbling-block to 
us. 

I. Before he describes the temptation in its 
strength he lays down a great and unques-
tionable truth, which he resolves to adhere 
to, and which, if firmly believed, will be 
sufficient to break the force of the tempt-
ation. This has been the way of God's 
people in grappling with this difficulty. Job, 
before he discourses of this matter, lays 
down the doctrine of God's omniscience 
(Job 24:1), Jeremiah the doctrine of his 
righteousness (Jer. 12:1), another prophet 
that of his holiness (Hab. 1:13), the psalmist 
that of his goodness and peculiar favor to 
his own people (Ps. 73:1), and that is it 
which Solomon here fastens upon and 
resolves to abide by, that, though good and 
evil seem to be dispensed promiscuously, 
yet God has a particular care of and concern 
for his own people: The righteous and the 
wise, and their works, are in the hand of 
God, under his special protection and 
guidance; all their affairs are managed by 
him for their good; all their wise and 
righteous actions are in his hand, to be 
recompensed in the other world, though 
not in this. They seem as if they were given 
up into the hand of their enemies, but it is 
not so. Men have no power against them 
but what is given them from above. The 
events that affect them do not come to 
pass by chance, but all according to the will 

and counsel of God, which will turn that to 
be for them which seemed to be most 
against them. Let this make us easy, 
whatever happens, that all God's saints are 
in his hand, Deut. 33:3; Jn. 10:29; Ps. 31:15. 

II. He lays this down for a rule, that the 
love and hatred of God are not to be 
measured and judged of by men's outward 
condition. If prosperity were a certain sign 
of God's love, and affliction of his hatred, 
then it might justly be an offence to us to 
see the wicked and godly fare alike. But the 
matter is not so: No man knows either love 
or hatred by all that is before him in this 
world, by those things that are the objects 
of sense. These we may know by that which 
is within us; if we love God with all our 
heart, thereby we may know that he loves 
us, as we may know likewise that we are 
under his wrath if we be governed by that 
carnal mind which is enmity to him. These 
will be known by that which shall be here-
after, by men's everlasting state; it is certain 
that men are happy or miserable according 
as they are under the love or hatred of God, 
but not according as they are under the 
smiles or frowns of the world; and there-
fore if God loves a righteous man (as cer-
tainly he does) he is happy, though the 
world frown upon him; and if he hates a 
wicked man (as certainly he does) he is 
miserable, though the world smile on him. 

III. Having laid down these principles, he 
acknowledges that all things come alike to 
all; so it has been formerly, and therefore 
we are not to think it strange if it be so 
now, if it be so with us and our families… 
The little difference there is between the 
conditions of the righteous and the wicked 
in this world: There is one event to both. Is 
David rich? So is Nabal. Is Joseph favored by 
his prince? So is Haman. Is Ahab killed in a 



Community Bible Church 97 Summer 2022 

battle? So is Josiah. Are the bad figs carried 
to Babylon? So are the good, Jer. 24:1. 
There is a vast difference between the 
original, the design, and the nature, of the 
same event to the one and to the other; the 
effects and issues of it are likewise vastly 
different; the same providence to the one 
is a savor of life unto life, to the other of 
death unto death, though, to outward 
appearance, it is the same… 

IV. For the further clearing of this great 
difficulty, as he began this discourse with 
the doctrine of the happiness of the 
righteous (whatever they may suffer, 
they and their works are in the hands of 
God, and therefore in good hands, they 
could not be in better), so he concludes 
with the doctrine of the misery of the 
wicked; however they may prosper, mad-
ness is in their heart while they live, and 
after that they go to the dead.  

Envy not the prosperity of evil-doers, for, 
they are now madmen, and all the delights 
they seem to be blessed with are but like 
the pleasant dreams and fancies of a 
distracted man... They will shortly be dead 
men. They make a mighty noise and 
bustle while they live, but after awhile, they 
go to the dead, and there is an end of all 
their pomp and power; they will then be 
reckoned with for all their madness and 
outrage in sin. Though, on this side death, 
the righteous and the wicked seem alike, on 
the other side death there will be a vast 
difference between them… 

Verses 4-10 

Solomon, in a fret, had praised the dead 
more than the living (4:2); but here, con-
sidering the advantages of life to prepare 
for death and make sure the hope of a 
better life, he seems to be of another mind. 

I. He shows the advantages which the 
living have above those that are dead, v. 4-
6. While there is life there is hope… If men 
be thrown aside as useless, yet, while they 
are joined to the living, there is hope that 
they may yet again take root and bear fruit; 
he that is alive is, or may be, good for 
something, but he that is dead, as to this 
world, is not capable of being any further 
serviceable. Therefore a living dog is better 
than a dead lion; the meanest beggar alive 
has that comfort of this world and does that 
service to it which the greatest prince, 
when he is dead, is utterly incapable of… 

II. Hence he infers that it is our wisdom to 
make the best use of life that we can while 
it does last, and manage wisely what 
remains of it. 
 
1. Let us relish the comforts of life while 
we live, and cheerfully take our share of 
the enjoyments of it. Solomon, having been 
himself ensnared by the abuse of sensitive 
delights, warns others of the danger, not by 
a total prohibition of them, but by directing 
to the sober and moderate use of them; we 
may use the world, but must not abuse it, 
take what is to be had out of it, and expect 
no more…  

We must enjoy ourselves, enjoy our friends, 
enjoy our God, and be careful to keep a 
good conscience, that nothing may disturb 
us in these enjoyments. We must serve God 
with gladness, in the use of what he gives 
us, and be liberal in communicating it to 
others, and not suffer ourselves to be 
oppressed with inordinate care and grief 
about the world… "Live with thy wife, and 
delight in her society. Live joyfully with 
her, and be most cheerful when thou art 
with her. Take pleasure in thy family, thy 
vine and thy olive plants"…  
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"Rejoice and have a merry heart, if God now 
accepts thy works. If thou art reconciled to 
God, and recommended to him, then thou 
has reason to be cheerful…” Thy religious 
services, when performed with holy joy, are 
pleasing to God; he loves to have his 
servants sing at their work, it proclaims him 
a good Master… 

The days of thy life are the days of thy van-
ity; there is nothing here but trouble, and 
disappointment. Thou wilt have time 
enough for sorrow and grief when thou can 
not help it, and therefore live joyfully while 
thou canst, and perplex not thy-self with 
thoughts and cares about tomorrow; suf-
ficient to the day is the evil thereof. Let a 
gracious serenity of mind be a powerful 
antidote against the vanity of the world"… 

2. Let us apply ourselves to the business of 
life while life lasts, and so use the 
enjoyments of it as by them to be fitted for 
the employments. "Therefore eat with 
joy and a merry heart, not that thy soul may 
take its ease (as Luke 12:19), but that thy 
soul may take the more pains and the joy of 
the Lord may be its strength and oil to its 
wheels," v. 10… This is the world of service; 
that to come is the world of recompense. 
This is the world of probation and 
preparation for eternity; we are here upon 
business, and upon our good behavior… 
What good we have an opportunity of 
doing we must do while we have the 
opportunity, and do it with our might, with 
care, vigor, and resolution, whatever 
difficulties and discouragements we may 
meet with in it. Harvest-days are busy days; 
and we must make hay while the sun 
shines. Serving God and working out our 
salvation must be done with all that is 
within us, and all little enough... We are all 
going towards the grave; every day brings 

us a step nearer to it; when we are in the 
grave it will be too late to mend the errors 
of life, too late to repent and make our 
peace with God, too late to lay up anything 
in store for eternal life; it must be done now 
or never.   

Verses 11-12 

The preacher here, for a further proof of 
the vanity of the world, and to convince us 
that all our works are in the hand of 
God, and not in our own hand, shows the 
uncertainty and contingency of future 
events, and how often they contradict the 
prospects we have of them. He had 
exhorted us (v. 10) to do what we have to 
do with all our might; but here he reminds 
us that, when we have done all, we must 
leave the issue with God, and not be 
confident of the success… Solomon had 
himself made the observation, and so has 
many a one since, that events, both in 
public and private affairs, do not always 
agree even with the most rational prospects 
and probabilities…  

I. He gives instances of disappointment, 
even where means and instruments were 
most encouraging and promised fair…   

1. One would think that the lightest of foot 
should, in running, win the prize; and yet 
the race is not always to the swift; some 
accident happens to retard them, or they 
are too secure, and therefore remiss, and 
let those that are slower get the start of 
them.  

2. One would think that, in fighting, the 
most numerous and powerful army should 
be always victorious, and, in single combat, 
that the bold and mighty champion should 
win the laurel; but the battle is not always 
to the strong...  
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3. One would think that men of sense 
should always be men of substance, and 
that those who know how to live in the 
world should not only have a plentiful 
maintenance, but get great estates; and yet 
it does not always prove so…. Many ingeni-
ous men, and men of business, who were 
likely to thrive in the world, have strangely 
gone backward and come to nothing.  

4. One would think that those who under-
stand men, and have the art of manage-
ment, should always get preferment and 
obtain the smiles of great men; but many 
ingenious men have been disappointed, and 
have spent their days in obscurity, nay, 
have fallen into disgrace, and perhaps have 
ruined themselves by those very methods 
by which they hoped to raise themselves, 
for favor is not always to men of skill, but 
fools are favored and wise men frowned 
upon. 

II. He resolves all these disappointments 
into an over-ruling power and providence, 
the disposals of which to us seem casual, 
and we call them chance, but really they are 
according to the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, here called time, in 
the language of this book, ch. 3:1; Ps. 
31:15. Time and chance happen to them 
all. A sovereign Providence breaks men's 
measures, and blasts their hopes, and 
teaches them that the way of man is not in 

himself, but subject to the divine will. We 
must use means, but not trust to them; if 
we succeed, we must give God the praise 
(Ps. 44:3); if we be crossed, we must 
acquiesce in his will and take our lot… 

We are often surprised with the evils we 
were in little fear of (v. 12): Man knows not 
his time, the time of his calamity, his fall, his 
death, which, in scripture, is called our day 
and our hour. We know not what troubles 
are before us, which will take us off our 
business, and take us out of the world, 
what time and chance will happen to us, nor 
what one day, or a night, may bring forth. It 
is not for us to know the times, no, not our 
own time, when or how we shall die. God 
has, in wisdom, kept us in the dark, that we 
may be always ready. Perhaps we may meet 
with trouble in that very thing wherein we 
promise ourselves the greatest satisfaction 
and advantage; as the fishes and the birds 
are drawn into the snare and net by the bait 
laid to allure them, which they greedily 
catch at, so are the sons of men often 
snared in an evil time, when it falls suddenly 
upon them, before they are aware. And 
these things too come alike to all. Men 
often find their bane where they sought 
their bless, and catch their death where 
they thought to find a prize. Let us there-
fore never be secure, but always ready for 
changes, that, though they may be sudden, 
they may be no surprise or terror to us.

 
What thought from Matthew Henry’s words stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Re-read Ecclesiastes 8:1-9:12 and consider the truths that you have 
learned from this passage this week. Seek to apply the message of 
Ecclesiastes 8:1-9:12 to your daily life. 

 
What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Ecclesiastes 8-9? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Ecclesiastes 8-9, the Teacher reminds us of the uncertainties of life. We try to determine the 
future and control its outcome, but time and chance seem to happen to us all (9:11b). There are 
simply no guarantees that the fast will win the race or that the mighty will win the battle or that 
the wise will enjoy success or that the skilled will be honored and promoted. 
 
The Teacher, however, makes a distinction between what we see and what we know. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
What is one of the biggest disappointments that you have faced in your life? What did you 
expect to turn out one way but turned out significantly different? How did this impact you? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY FIVE 
Application 

What I see under the sun TIME AND CHANCE HAPPEN TO ALL. 

DEATH HAPPENS TO ALL. 

THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE 
RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED. 

IT WILL GO WELL WITH THOSE WHO FEAR GOD 

ALL OUR WORKS ARE IN THE HAND OF GOD 
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As you look at this disappointment from an earthly viewpoint, it probably does not make sense 
to you. But from an eternal perspective, God has this event firmly in His hand. It has not gone 
unnoticed nor will it fail to accomplish His purpose for you. We simply have to trust Him.  
 
In what ways could God possibly use this disappointment for His purpose and your good?  
In what ways has He already used this disappointment for His purpose and your good? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
As we face the uncertainties of life, we can either keep fighting God, worrying ourselves to 
death, and trying to control the future…or we can trust God and receive life as He gives it. 
 
Read and meditate on Ecclesiastes 8:15 and 9:7-10.  
 

So I recommend enjoyment. For there is nothing better for man under the sun than to eat and to 
drink and to rejoice. This will accompany him in his toil the days of his life that God gives to him 
under the sun. 
 
Go, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine with a merry heart; for God has already 
accepted your works. 
 
Let your garments always be white, and let your head lack no oil. 
 
Live joyfully with the wife whom you love all the days of your vain life which He has given you 
under the sun, all your days of vanity; for that is your portion in life, and in the labor which you 
perform under the sun. 
 
Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might; for there is no work or device or 
knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going. 

 
How can you apply these commands right now, in this season of your life? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 
The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the truth of 
Ecclesiastes 8-9. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned. 
 
 What is one of the biggest sports upsets that you can remember—an instance where the 

win did not go to the person or team that was the fastest or the strongest? Why do sports 
upsets stick in our minds so clearly? 
 

 What is one of the biggest disappointments that you have encountered in life? What is 
something that you expected to turn out one way but instead it turned out another?  

 
 What does the Teacher see “under the sun” in these chapters that bothers him? 

 What truth(s) does the Teacher hold onto in the midst of these inexplicable events?  

 In what ways do we try to predict, control, or determine the future? How successful are we 
in these attempts? 

 Read the Teacher’s exhortations in 8:15 and 9:7-10 out loud as a group. How do these 
verses strike you? Do they encourage you or discourage you in some way? Why? 

 Did you discover anything new, interesting, or meaningful in your study of this passage this 
week? Or in your reading of Matthew Henry? If so, what? 

 Go around individually and talk about all the blessings and good things that you have in life. 
How much are you enjoying these blessings? Make a point as a group to rejoice in the 
blessings of God. Plan an outing together where you enjoy a good meal or activity together. 

 
Said I was in my early 40's with a lot of life before me 

When a moment came that stopped me on a dime 
I spent most of the next days, lookin' at the x-rays 

Talkin' 'bout the options and talkin' 'bout sweet time 
Asked him when it sank in that this might really be the real end 

How's it hit ya, when you get that kind of news? Man, what ya do?  
And he says: 

I went sky divin' 
I went Rocky Mountain climbin' 

I went 2.7 seconds on a bull named Fu Manchu 
And I loved deeper 

And I spoke sweeter 
And I gave forgiveness I've been denying 

And he said someday I hope you get the chance 
To live like you were dyin' 

 
Tim Nichols and Craig Wiseman 
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ECCLESIASTES 9:13-10:20 
Living Wisely in a Crazy World 

 
In Ecclesiastes 9-10, the Teacher continues to look at the value of 
wisdom even in a world where things don’t always go as you planned. In 
these chapters, the Teacher talks about the dangers of foolishness.   

 
Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read this passage. Mark words or phrases that 
stand out to you. Write down the main message or thought next to each paragraph. 
 

This wisdom I have also seen under the sun, and it seemed great to 
me: 14 There was a little city with few men in it; and a great king 
came against it, besieged it, and built great snares around it. 15 Now 
there was found in it a poor wise man, and he by his wisdom 
delivered the city. Yet no one remembered that same poor man. 

16 Then I said: 

“Wisdom is better than strength. 
Nevertheless the poor man’s wisdom is despised, 
And his words are not heard. 
17 Words of the wise, spoken quietly, should be heard 
Rather than the shout of a ruler of fools. 
18 Wisdom is better than weapons of war; 
But one sinner destroys much good.” 

10 Dead flies putrefy the perfumer’s ointment, 
And cause it to give off a foul odor; 
So does a little folly to one respected for wisdom and honor. 
2 A wise man’s heart is at his right hand, 
But a fool’s heart at his left. 
3 Even when a fool walks along the way, 
He lacks wisdom, 
And he shows everyone that he is a fool. 
4 If the spirit of the ruler rises against you, 
Do not leave your post; 
For conciliation pacifies great offenses. 

5 There is an evil I have seen under the sun, 
As an error proceeding from the ruler: 
6 Folly is set in great dignity, 
While the rich sit in a lowly place. 
7 I have seen servants on horses, 
While princes walk on the ground like servants. 

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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8 He who digs a pit will fall into it, 
And whoever breaks through a wall will be bitten by a serpent. 
9 He who quarries stones may be hurt by them, 
And he who splits wood may be endangered by it. 
10 If the ax is dull, 
And one does not sharpen the edge, 
Then he must use more strength; 
But wisdom brings success. 

11 A serpent may bite when it is not charmed; 
The babbler is no different. 
12 The words of a wise man’s mouth are gracious, 
But the lips of a fool shall swallow him up; 
13 The words of his mouth begin with foolishness, 
And the end of his talk is raving madness. 
14 A fool also multiplies words. 
No man knows what is to be; 
Who can tell him what will be after him? 
15 The labor of fools wearies them, 
For they do not even know how to go to the city! 

16 Woe to you, O land, when your king is a child, 
And your princes feast in the morning! 
17 Blessed are you, O land, when your king is the son of nobles, 
And your princes feast at the proper time— 
For strength and not for drunkenness! 
18 Because of laziness the building decays, 
And through idleness of hands the house leaks. 
19 A feast is made for laughter, 
And wine makes merry; 
But money answers everything. 

20 Do not curse the king, even in your thought; 
Do not curse the rich, even in your bedroom; 
For a bird of the air may carry your voice, 
And a bird in flight may tell the matter. (NKJV) 

What verse or thought stands out to you after reading this passage? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Go back through this passage and circle or highlight the words “wisdom” or “wise” and the 
words “fool” or “folly” or “foolishness.” (Use a different color pencil or highlighter if you can.) 

In this passage, the Teacher draws a big contrast between a life of wisdom and one of folly. 

What do you learn about the wise or about wisdom in general from the following verses? 

9:13-15 _______________________________________________________________________ 

9:16 __________________________________________________________________________ 

9:17 __________________________________________________________________________ 

9:18 __________________________________________________________________________ 

10:10 _________________________________________________________________________ 

10:12 _________________________________________________________________________ 

What do you learn about the fool or about folly in general from the following verses? 

9:16-18 _______________________________________________________________________ 

10:1 __________________________________________________________________________ 

10:3 __________________________________________________________________________ 

10:5-7 ________________________________________________________________________ 

10:11-12 ______________________________________________________________________ 

10:13 _________________________________________________________________________ 

10:14 _________________________________________________________________________ 

10:15 _________________________________________________________________________ 

Complete the following sentences from this passage: 

He who digs a pit [to cause others to stumble] will _____________ into it. 

Woe to you, O land, when your king is a child and your princes ______________ in the morning. 
Blessed are you, O land, when your king is the son of nobles and your princes feast at the proper 
time, for strength and not for ______________________! 

Because of __________________, the building decays and the roof leaks.  

“_______________ answers everything.” [probably the motto of the foolish leaders in 10:16-19]  
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Quiet your heart and allow God to speak through His Word. Slowly read 
Ecclesiastes 10:8-10 several times. Reflect on each word. Meditate on 
them over and over until you memorize them.  

 
The one who digs a pit may fall into it, 
 and the one who breaks through a wall may be bitten by a snake. 
The one who quarries stones may be hurt by them; 
 the one who splits logs may be endangered by them. 
If the ax is dull, and one does not sharpen its edge, 
 then one must exert more strength; 
 however, the advantage of wisdom is that it brings success. (CSB) 
 
Write down the observations that you can make from this passage, sketch out any images or 
thoughts that you have, or simply rewrite the passage below giving emphasis to key words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Offer your thoughts on this passage back to God in the form of a personalized prayer.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 
better understand its meaning. A word study on a key term and/or 
looking up parallel passages can help you grow in your understanding.   

 
In Ecclesiastes 9-10, the Teacher highlights the value of wisdom, even in a sin-cursed world. 
 
Go to blueletterbible.org and type “Ecclesiastes 9” into the “Search the Bible” box. Next click on 
Ecclesiastes 9:16 to bring up the verse in the Hebrew. Find the word “wisdom” and click on the 
Strong’s number (H2451) to bring up the Hebrew word, its definition, and its usage in the OT.  
 
What is the Hebrew word for “wisdom”? ______________________ (Use the transliteration.) 
 
How many times is it used in the Old Testament? __________ (See KJV Translation Count.)  
 
How many times is it used in Ecclesiastes? __________ (See Search Results by Book.) 
 
What is its definition? ___________________________________________________________   

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read the following passages that use this Hebrew word. Mark phrases that stand out to you. 
 

Happy is the man who finds wisdom, 
And the man who gains understanding; 
For her proceeds are better than the profits of silver, 
And her gain than fine gold. 
She is more precious than rubies, 
And all the things you may desire cannot compare with her. 
Length of days is in her right hand, 
In her left hand riches and honor. 
Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 
And all her paths are peace. 
She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, 
And happy are all who retain her. (Proverbs 3:13-18) 
 
Wisdom is the principal thing; 
Therefore get wisdom. 
And in all your getting, get understanding. 
Exalt her, and she will promote you; 
She will bring you honor, when you embrace her. 
She will place on your head an ornament of grace; 
A crown of glory she will deliver to you. (Proverbs 4:7-9) 
 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,  
And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. (Proverbs 9:10) 
 
When arrogance comes, disgrace follows, but with humility comes wisdom. (Proverbs 11:2) 

DAY THREE 
Interpretation 
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How much better to get wisdom than gold! 
And to get understanding is to be chosen rather than silver. (Proverbs 16:16) 
 
Sensible people keep their eyes glued on wisdom,  
But a fool’s eyes wander to the ends of the earth. (Proverbs 17:24) 
 

What do you learn about wisdom from these verses? _________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Go to blueletterbible.org and type “Ecclesiastes 9” into the “Search the Bible” box. Next click on 
Ecclesiastes 9:17 to bring up the verse in the Hebrew. Find the word “fools” and click on the 
Strong’s number (H3684) to bring up the Hebrew word, its definition, and its usage in the OT.  
 
What is the Hebrew word for “fool”? ______________________ (Use the transliteration.) 
 
How many times is it used in the Old Testament? __________ (See KJV Translation Count.)  
 
How many times is it used in Ecclesiastes? __________ (See Search Results by Book.)  
 
What is its definition? ___________________________________________________________   

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read the following verses which use this Hebrew word. Mark phrases that stand out to you. 
 

An understanding heart seeks knowledge; but fools feed on folly. (Proverbs 15:14) 
 
A sensible person accepts correction, but you can't beat sense into a fool. (Proverbs 17:10) 
 
Fools find no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing their opinion. (Proverbs 18:2) 
 
In the home of the wise are fine treasures and oil, but a fool quickly devours it. (Proverbs 21:20) 
 
Like a dog that returns to its vomit, so a fool repeats foolish mistakes. (Proverbs 26:11) 
 

What do you learn about foolishness from these verses? ______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the following excerpt from Matthew Henry’s Exposition of the Old 
and New Testaments. Matthew Henry (1662-1714) was a pastor, 
speaker, and author from Chester, England.  

 
Verses 13-18 [Chapter 9] 

Solomon still recommends wisdom to us as 
necessary to the preserving of our peace 
and the perfecting of our business, 
notwithstanding the vanities and crosses 
which human affairs are subject to.… 

I. Solomon here gives an instance, which 
probably was a case in fact, in some 
neighboring country, of a poor man who 
with his wisdom did great service in a time 
of public distress and danger (v. 14): There 
was a little city (no great prize, whoever 
was master of it); there were but few men 
within it, to defend it, and men, if men of 
fortitude, are the best fortifications of a 
city; here were few men, and, because few, 
feeble, fearful, and ready to give up their 
city as not tenable. Against this little city 
a great king came with a numerous army, 
and besieged it, either in pride, or covet-
ousness to possess it, or in revenge for 
some affront given him, to chastise and 
destroy it. Thinking it stronger than it was, 
he built great bulwarks against it, from 
which to batter it, and doubted not but in a 
little time to make himself master of it. 
What a great deal of unjust vexation do 
ambitious princes give to their harmless 
neighbors! …Did victory and success attend 
the strong? No; there was found in this little 
city, among the few men that were in 
it, one poor wise man—a wise man, and yet 
poor, and not preferred to any place of 
profit or power in the city… Being wise, he 
served the city, though he was poor. In their 
distress they found him out (Jdg. 11:7) and 
begged his advice and assistance; and he by 
his wisdom delivered the city, either by 

prudent instructions given to the besieged, 
directing them to some unthought-of 
stratagem for their own security, or by a 
prudent treaty with the besiegers… Being 
poor, he was slighted by the city, though he 
was wise and had been an instrument to 
save them all from ruin: No man remem-
bered that same poor man; his good ser-
vices were not taken notice of, no recom-
pense was made him, no marks of honor 
were put upon him, but he lived in as much 
poverty and obscurity as he had before…  

II. From this instance he draws some useful 
inferences, looks upon it and receives 
instruction. Hence he observes the great 
usefulness and excellency of wisdom, and 
what a blessing it makes men to their coun-
try: Wisdom is better than strength, v. 16. A 
prudent mind, which is the honor of a man, 
is to be preferred before a robust body, in 
which many of the brute creatures excel 
man. A man may by his wisdom effect that 
which he could never do by his strength, 
and may overcome those by out-witting 
them who are able to overpower him…  

The words of wise men are heard in quiet; 
what they speak, being spoken calmly and 
with deliberation (though, not being rich 
and in authority, they dare not speak aloud 
nor with any great assurance), will be 
hearkened to and regarded, will gain 
respect, nay, will gain the point, and sway 
with men more than the imperious clamor 
of him that rules among fools, who, like 
fools, chose him to be their ruler, for his 
noise and blustering, and, like fools, think 
he must by those methods carry the day 
with everybody else… 

DAY FOUR 
Devotion 
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He observes that wise and good men must 
often content themselves with the satis-
faction of having done good, or at least 
attempted it, and offered at it, when they 
cannot do the good they would do nor have 
the praise they should have. Wisdom 
capacitates a man to serve his neighbors, 
and he offers his service; but, alas! if he be 
poor his wisdom is despised and his words 
are not heard, v. 16. Many a man is buried 
alive in poverty and obscurity who, if he had 
but fit encouragement given him, might be 
a great blessing to the world; many a pearl 
is lost in its shell. But there is a day coming 
when wisdom and goodness shall be in 
honor, and the righteous shall shine forth… 

Chapter 10 

This chapter seems to be like Solomon's 
proverbs, a collection of wise sayings and 
observations, rather than a part of his 
sermon... Yet the general scope of all the 
observations in this chapter is to recom-
mend wisdom to us, and its precepts and 
rules, as of great use for the right ordering 
of our conversation and to caution us 
against folly. 

Verses 1-3 

In these verses Solomon shows, 
 
I. What great need wise men have to take 
heed of being guilty of any instance of 
folly; for a little folly is a great blemish to 
him that is in reputation for wisdom and 
honor, and is as hurtful to his good name 
as dead flies are to a sweet perfume, not 
only spoiling the sweetness of it, but 
making it to send forth a stinking savor. The 
reputation that is got with difficulty, and by 
a great deal of wisdom, may be easily lost 
by a little folly…  

II. What a deal of advantage a wise man 
has above a fool in the management of 
business (v. 2): A wise man's heart is at his 
right hand, so that he goes about his busi-
ness with dexterity, turns his hand readily 
to it; his counsel and courage are ready to 
him, whenever he has occasion for them. 
But a fool's heart is at his left hand; it is 
always to seek when he has anything to do 
that is of importance, and therefore he goes 
awkwardly about it, like a man that is left-
handed; he is soon at a loss and at his wits' 
end… 

III. How apt fools are at every turn to 
proclaim their own folly, and expose 
themselves; he that is either witless or 
graceless, either silly or wicked, if he be 
ever so little from under the check, and left 
to himself, if he but walk by the way, soon 
shows what he is; his wisdom fails him, and, 
by some impropriety or other, he says to 
everyone he meets that he is a fool (v. 3), 
that is, he discovers his folly as plainly as if 
he had told them so. He cannot conceal it, 
and he is not ashamed of it. Sin is the 
reproach of sinners wherever they go. 

Verses 4-11 

The scope of these verses is to keep 
subjects loyal and dutiful to the govern-
ment. In Solomon's reign the people were 
very rich, and lived in prosperity, which 
perhaps made them proud and petulant, 
and when the taxes were high, though they 
had enough to pay them with, it is probable 
that many conducted themselves insolently 
towards the government and threatened to 
rebel. To such Solomon here gives some 
necessary cautions. 

I. Let not subjects carry on a quarrel with 
their prince upon any private personal 
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disgust (v. 4): "If the spirit of the ruler rise 
up against thee, if upon some misinform-
mation given him, or some mismanagement 
of thine, he is displeased at thee, and 
threaten thee, yet leave not thy place, 
forget not the duty of a subject, revolt not 
from thy allegiance, do not, in a passion, 
quit thy post in his service and throw up thy 
commission, as despairing ever to regain his 
favor. No, wait awhile, and thou wilt find he 
is not implacable, but that yielding pacifies 
great offenses.” 

II. Let not subjects commence a quarrel 
with their prince, though the public 
administration be not in everything as they 
would have it. He grants there is an evil 
often seen under the sun, and it is a king's-
evil, an evil which the king only can cure, 
for it is an error which proceeds from the 
ruler (v. 5); it is a mistake which rulers, 
consulting their personal affections more 
than the public interests, are too often 
guilty of, that men are not preferred 
according to their merit, but folly is set in 
great dignity, men of shattered brains, and 
broken fortunes, are put in places of power 
and trust, while the rich men of good sense 
and good estates, whose interest would 
oblige them to be true to the public, and 
whose abundance would be likely to set 
them above temptations to bribery and 
extortion, yet sit in low places, and can get 
no preferment (v. 6)… It is ill with a people 
when vicious men are advanced and men of 
worth are kept under hatches… 

1. Let neither prince nor people violently 
attempt any changes, for they will both find 
it of dangerous consequence, which he 
shows here by four similitudes, the scope of 
which is to give us a caution not to meddle 
to our own hurt. Let not princes invade the 
rights and liberties of their subjects; let not 

subjects mutiny and rebel against their 
princes; for, (1.) He that digs a pit for 
another, it is ten to one but he falls into 
it himself, and his violent dealing returns 
upon his own head. If princes become 
tyrants, or subjects become rebels, all 
histories will tell both what is likely to be 
their fate and that it is at their utmost peril, 
and it were better for both to be content 
within their own bounds. (2.) Whoso breaks 
a hedge, an old hedge, that has long been a 
land-mark, let him expect that a serpent, 
or adder, such as harbor in rotten hedges, 
will bite him... (3.) Whoso removes stones, 
to pull down a wall or building, does but 
pluck them upon himself; he shall be hurt 
therewith, and will wish that he had let 
them alone. Those that go about to alter a 
well-modelled well-settled government, 
under color of redressing some grievances 
and correcting some faults in it, will quickly 
perceive not only that it is easier to find 
fault than to mend, to demolish that which 
is good than to build up that which is 
better, but that they thrust their own fin-
gers into the fire and overwhelm them-
selves in the ruin they occasion. (4.) He that 
cleaves the wood, especially if, as it follows, 
he has sorry tools (v. 10), shall be endan-
gered thereby; the chips, or his own axe-
head, will fly in his face. If we meet with 
knotty pieces of timber, and we think to 
master them by force and violence, and 
hew them to pieces, they may not only 
prove too hard for us, but the attempt may 
turn to our own damage… 

2. Rather let both prince and people act 
towards each other with prudence, 
mildness, and good temper… Let wisdom 
direct to gentle methods and forbear 
violent ones. Wisdom will teach us to whet 
the tool we are to make use of, rather than, 
by leaving it blunt, oblige ourselves to exert 
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so much the more strength, v. 10. We might 
save ourselves a great deal of labor, and 
prevent a great deal of danger, if we did 
whet before we cut, that is, consider and 
premeditate what is fit to be said and done 
in every difficult case, that we may accom-
modate ourselves to it and may do our 
work smoothly and easily both to others 
and to ourselves...   

Verses 12-15 

Solomon, having shown the benefit of 
wisdom, and of what great advantage it is 
to us in the management of our affairs, here 
shows the mischief of folly and how it 
exposes men, which perhaps comes in as a 
reflection upon those rulers who set folly in 
great dignity. 

I. Fools talk a great deal to no purpose, and 
they show their folly as much by the 
multitude, impertinence, and mischiev-
ousness of their words, as by anything; 
whereas the words of a wise man's mouth 
are gracious, are grace, manifest grace in 
his heart and minister grace to the hearers, 
are good, and such as become him, and do 
good to all about him, the lips of a fool not 
only expose him to reproach and make him 
ridiculous, but will swallow up himself and 
bring him to ruin… What is wanting in the 
weight and strength of his words he 
endeavors in vain to make up in the number 
of them; and they must be repeated, 
because otherwise there is nothing in them 
to make them regarded. Note, Many who 
are empty of sense are full of words; and 
the least solid are the most noisy… 

II. Fools toil a great deal to no purpose (v. 
15); The labor of the foolish, to accomplish 
their designs, wearies every one of them. 
They weary themselves in that labor which 

is very foolish and absurd. All their labor is 
for the world and the body, and the meat 
that perishes, and in this labor they spend 
their strength, and exhaust their spirits, 
and weary themselves for very vanity... The 
foolish tire themselves in endless pursuits, 
and never bring anything to pass, because 
they know not how to go to the city, that is, 
because they have not capacity to appre-
hend the plainest thing, such as the 
entrance into a great city is, where one 
would think it were impossible for a man to 
miss his road. Men's imprudent manage-
ment of their business robs them both of 
the comfort and of the benefit of it... 

Verses 16-20 

Solomon here observes, 
 
I. How much the happiness of a land 
depends upon the character of its rulers; it 
is well or ill with the people according as 
the princes are good or bad. The people 
cannot be happy when their princes are 
childish and hedonistic (v. 16). Woe unto 
thee, O land! even the land of Canaan itself, 
though otherwise the glory of all lands, 
when thy king is a child, not so much in age 
as in understanding; when the prince is 
weak and foolish as a child, fickle and fond 
of changes, fretful and moody, easily 
imposed upon, and hardly brought to 
business, it is ill with the people... Nor is it 
much better with a people when their 
princes eat in the morning, that is, make a 
god of their belly and make themselves 
slaves to their appetites. If the king himself 
be a child, yet if the princes are wise and 
faithful, and apply themselves to business, 
the land may do the better; but if they 
addict themselves to their pleasures, and 
prefer the gratifications of the flesh, what 
good can a nation expect! … 
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The people cannot but be happy when their 
rulers are generous and active, sober and 
temperate, and men of business, v. 17. The 
land is then blessed. When the sovereign is 
governed by principles of honor, when the 
king is the son of nobles, actuated and 
animated by a noble spirit, which scorns to 
do anything base and unbecoming so high a 
character, which is solicitous for the public 
welfare, and prefers that before any private 
interests. Wisdom, virtue, and the fear of 
God, beneficence, and a readiness to do 
good to all mankind, these ennoble the 
royal blood… It is well with a people when 
their princes are examples of temperance, 
when those that have most to spend upon 
themselves know how to deny themselves… 

II. Of what ill consequence slothfulness is 
both to private and public affairs (v. 18): By 
much slothfulness and idleness of the hands, 
the neglect of business, and the love of ease 
and pleasure, the building decays, drops 
through first, and by degrees drops down… 
It is so with the family and the affairs of it; if 
men cannot find in their hearts to take 
pains in their callings, to tend their shops 
and look after their own business, they will 
soon run in debt and go behind-hand, and, 
instead of making what they have more for 
their children, will make it less... 

III. How industrious generally all are, both 
princes and people, to get money, because 
that serves for all purposes, v. 19… 
Though wine make merry, it will not be a 

house for us, nor a bed, nor clothing, nor 
provisions and portions for children; but 
money, if men have enough of it, will be all 
these. The feast cannot be made without 
money, and, though men have wine, they 
are not so much disposed to be merry 
unless they have money for the necessary 
supports of life. Money of itself answers 
nothing; it will neither feed nor clothe; but, 
as it is the instrument of commerce, it 
answers all the occasions of this present 
life. What is to be had may be had for 
money. But it answers nothing to the soul; 
it will not procure the pardon of sin, the 
favor of God, the peace of conscience; the 
soul, as it is not redeemed, so it is not 
maintained, with corruptible things as silver 
and gold. Some refer this to rulers; it is ill 
with the people when they give up them-
selves to luxury and riot, feasting and 
making merry, not only because their 
business is neglected, but because money 
must be had to answer all these things, and, 
in order to that, the people are squeezed by 
heavy taxes...  

IV. How cautious subjects have need to be 
that they harbor not any disloyal purposes 
in their minds, nor keep up any factious 
cabals or consultations against the govern-
ment, because it is ten to one that they are 
discovered and brought to light, v. 20. 
"Though rulers should be guilty of some 
errors, yet be not, upon all occasions, 
arraigning their administration and running 
them down, but make the best of them." 

 
What thought from Matthew Henry’s words stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Re-read Ecclesiastes 9:13-10:20 and consider the truths that you have 
learned from this passage this week. Seek to apply the message of 
Ecclesiastes 9:13-10:20 to your daily life. 

 
What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Ecclesiastes 9-10? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Evaluate your own life. Are you living a life of wisdom or foolishness? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you realize that a little folly can ruin a good reputation? If so, how are you being inten-
tional about living a life of wisdom, godliness, purity, and integrity in the following areas: 

Pornography: __________________________________________________________________ 

Alcohol/Drugs: _________________________________________________________________ 

Greed/Materialism: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
The Teacher says that to live wisely we often need to sharpen the ax. Work smarter, not harder.  
 

In what area of life do you need to be wiser and smarter about what you are doing? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY FIVE 
Application 

WHAT DO I LISTEN TO? 
Divide up this circle like a pie chart. 

What goes into your ears on an average 
day (e.g., God’s Word, praise music, talk 
radio, TV, wise input, news, gossip, etc.) 

WHAT DO I TALK ABOUT? 
Divide up this circle like a pie chart. 

What comes out of your mouth on an 
average day (e.g., complaining, thanks-
giving, encouragement, criticism, etc.). 
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 
The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the truth of 
Ecclesiastes 9-10. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned. 
 
 What is one of the most foolish things that you have done in your life? Why did you do it? 

What were the consequences?  
 
 Why do you think we tend to listen to the loudest voices instead of the wisest voices? What 

are some of the loudest voices in our culture today? How can we avoid listening to them? 

 One dead fly can ruin a whole bottle of precious ointment, just as one foolish sin can ruin a 
lifetime spent developing a good reputation. Have you seen this truth play out? How?   

 What did you learn about wisdom from this passage? What did you learn about foolishness?  

 What do you learn about leadership and government from this passage? 

 Did you discover anything new, interesting, or meaningful in your study of this passage this 
week? Or in your reading of Matthew Henry? If so, what? 

 Take time to think through what you listen to during the week and what you talk about 
during the week. These two things reveal the true status of our heart and whether we are 
walking in wisdom or foolishness. What do you need to change in your own life when it 
comes to what you listen to and talk about? 

 Share one thing that you can praise God for. Share one thing that you are thankful for. 
Share one word of encouragement to someone in the group.    

 

 

 
Just a single sin left in your life is as dangerous as a single rattlesnake left in your bed.  

 
Tim Challies 

 
 
 

Ten thousand Christians can testify to the power of the Word of God, and one fool can offer 
pornography, and people will flock to the fool. I teach the Word of God, and nobody knows who I am. 

Everybody knows who Howard Stern is, and he is a classic fool. 
 

Tommy Nelson                 
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ECCLESIASTES 11:1-12:7 
Living Wisely with Life’s Realities 

 
In Ecclesiastes 11:1-12:7, the Teacher brings his class to a conclusion. 
Life is short, unpredictable, and difficult. You can either lament these 
realities or live wisely in light of them. The Teacher advocates the latter.   

 
Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read this passage. Mark words or phrases that 
stand out to you. Write down the main message or thought next to each paragraph. 
 

Cast your bread upon the waters, 
For you will find it after many days. 
2 Give a serving to seven, and also to eight, 
For you do not know what evil will be on the earth. 

3 If the clouds are full of rain, 
They empty themselves upon the earth; 
And if a tree falls to the south or the north, 
In the place where the tree falls, there it shall lie. 
4 He who observes the wind will not sow, 
And he who regards the clouds will not reap. 

5 As you do not know what is the way of the wind, 
Or how the bones grow in the womb of her who is with child, 
So you do not know the works of God who makes everything. 
6 In the morning sow your seed, 
And in the evening do not withhold your hand; 
For you do not know which will prosper, 
Either this or that, 
Or whether both alike will be good. 

7 Truly the light is sweet, 
And it is pleasant for the eyes to behold the sun; 
8 But if a man lives many years 
And rejoices in them all, 
Yet let him remember the days of darkness, 
For they will be many. 
All that is coming is vanity. 

9 Rejoice, O young man, in your youth, 
And let your heart cheer you in the days of your youth; 
Walk in the ways of your heart, 
And in the sight of your eyes; 
But know that for all these 
God will bring you into judgment. 

 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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10 Therefore remove sorrow from your heart, 
And put away evil from your flesh, 
For childhood and youth are vanity. 

12:1 Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, 
Before the difficult days come, 
And the years draw near when you say, 
“I have no pleasure in them”: 
2 While the sun and the light, 
The moon and the stars, 
Are not darkened, 
And the clouds do not return after the rain; 
3 In the day when the keepers of the house tremble, 
And the strong men bow down; 
When the grinders cease because they are few, 
And those that look through the windows grow dim; 
4 When the doors are shut in the streets, 
And the sound of grinding is low; 
When one rises up at the sound of a bird, 
And all the daughters of music are brought low. 
5 Also they are afraid of height, 
And of terrors in the way; 
When the almond tree blossoms, 
The grasshopper is a burden, 
And desire fails. 
For man goes to his eternal home, 
And the mourners go about the streets. 

6 Remember your Creator before the silver cord is loosed, 
Or the golden bowl is broken, 
Or the pitcher shattered at the fountain, 
Or the wheel broken at the well. 

7 Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, 
And the spirit will return to God who gave it. (NKJV) 

 
 
 
What verse or thought stands out to you after reading this passage? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Teacher has taught us about the realities of life. Now he gives us several commands. 
Fill in the chart below. Summarize the command and the reason given for the command. 
 

Verse COMMAND REASON FOR COMMAND 

11:1-2 
Cast your bread upon the waters –   
diversify your investments  

You will get a good return and protect 
yourself from unexpected calamities. 

11:5-6   

11:7-8   

11:9-10   

12:1-7   

In Ecclesiastes 12:1-7, the Teacher gives us a metaphorical picture of the process of aging.  
 
Write down what you think the metaphor teaches about each of the elements of old age. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What happens to our bodies when we die (12:7)? ____________________________________ 

What happens to our spirit when we die (12:7)? ______________________________________ 

Keepers of the House (12:3) 
(arms and hands) 

___________________________ 

The Strong Men (12:3) 
(legs) 

___________________________ 

The Grinders (12:3) 
(teeth) 

___________________________ 

The Windows (12:3) 
(eyes) 

___________________________ 

The Doors (12:4) 
(ears) 

___________________________ 

Almond Tree (12:5) 
(hair) 

___________________________ 

The Grasshopper (12:5) 
(mobility or perhaps sexual desire) 

___________________________ 
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Quiet your heart and allow God to speak through His Word. Slowly read 
Ecclesiastes 12:6-7 several times. Reflect on each word. Meditate on 
them over and over until you memorize them.  

 
Remember your Creator  
 before the silver cord is broken  
 and the golden bowl is crushed,  
 the pitcher by the spring is shattered  
 and the wheel at the cistern is crushed;  
 then the dust will return to the earth as it was,  
 and the spirit will return to God who gave it. (NASB) 
 
Write down the observations that you can make from this passage, sketch out any images or 
thoughts that you have, or simply rewrite the passage below giving emphasis to key words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Offer your thoughts on this passage back to God in the form of a personalized prayer.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 
better understand its meaning. A word study on a key term and/or 
looking up parallel passages can help you grow in your understanding.   

 
Two key commands stand out in Ecclesiastes 11:1-12:7—Rejoice! and Remember! 
 
Go to blueletterbible.org and type “Ecclesiastes 11” into the “Search the Bible” box. Click on 
Ecclesiastes 11:9 to bring up the verse in the Hebrew. Find the word “rejoice” and click on the 
Strong’s number (H8055) to bring up the Hebrew word, its definition, and its usage in the OT.  
 
What is the Hebrew word for “rejoice”? ______________________ (Use the transliteration.) 
 
How many times is it used in the Old Testament? __________ (See KJV Translation Count.)  
 
What is its definition? (See the Outline of Biblical Usage and Strong’s Definition.)   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Read the following passages that use this Hebrew word. Mark phrases that stand out to you. 
 

And you shall rejoice before the Lord your God, you and your son and your daughter, your male 
servant and your female servant, the Levite who is within your towns, the sojourner, the 
fatherless, and the widow who are among you, at the place that the Lord your God will choose, 
to make His name dwell there. (Deuteronomy 16:11) 
 
When a man takes a bride, he must not go out with the army or be liable for any duty. He is free 
to stay at home for one year, so that he can bring joy to the wife he has married. (Deut. 24:5) 
 
And they offered great sacrifices that day [the day they dedicated the new wall around 
Jerusalem] and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with great joy; the women and children 
also rejoiced. And the joy of Jerusalem was heard far away. (Nehemiah 12:43) 
 
Let all who take refuge in You rejoice;  
Let them shout for joy forever.  
May You shelter them,  
And may those who love Your name boast about You. (Psalm 5:11) 
 
The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 
The commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. (Psalm 19:8) 
 
But may all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; 
May those who love Your salvation say continually, “Great is the Lord!” (Psalm 40:16) 
 
This is the day the Lord has made;  
We will rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24) 

DAY THREE 
Interpretation 
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Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth. (Proverbs 5:18) 
 
I perceived that there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and to do good as long as they 
live. (Ecclesiastes 3:12) 
 
Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice, 
For the Lord has done great things! (Joel 2:21) 
 
The Lord your God in your midst, The Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you with 
gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with singing. (Zephaniah 3:17) 
 

What do you learn about joy and rejoicing from these verses?  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Go to blueletterbible.org and type “Ecclesiastes 12” into the “Search the Bible” box. Click on 
Eccl 12:1 to bring up the verse in the Hebrew. Find the word “remember” and click on the 
Strong’s number (H2142) to bring up the Hebrew word, its definition, and its usage in the OT.  
 
What is the Hebrew word for “remember”? ___________________ (Use the transliteration.) 
 
How many times is it used in the Old Testament? __________ (See KJV Translation Count.)  
 
What is its definition? ___________________________________________________________   

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Our English word “remember” often just conveys the idea of mental recall. But the Hebrew 
word has a richer meaning. It entails more than just a cognitive acknowledgement. The first 
place in the Bible where this word is used is in Genesis 8:1, And God remembered Noah…  
God had never mentally forgotten Noah. Instead, this word indicates God’s central focus on 
Noah resulting in His gracious actions. The same is true when it says that God remembers His 
covenant with Abraham before delivering His people from Egypt (cf. Exodus 2:24, 6:5).  
 
Jewish scholar, Nahum Sarna, put it this way: “In the Bible, ‘remembering,’ particularly on the 
part of God, is not the retention or recollection of a mental image, but a focusing upon the 
object of memory that results in action.”   
 
With this in mind, what do you think it means to “remember your Creator” (12:1, 6)? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the following excerpt from Matthew Henry’s Exposition of the Old 
and New Testaments. Matthew Henry (1662-1714) was a pastor, 
speaker, and author from Chester, England.  

 
Verses 1-6 [Chapter 11] 

Solomon had often, in this book, pressed it 
upon rich people to take the comfort of 
their riches themselves; here he presses it 
upon them to do good to others with them 
and to abound in liberality to the poor, 
which will, another day, abound to their 
account. 

I. How the duty itself is recommended to 
us, v. 1. Cast thy bread upon the waters… 
Give freely to the poor, as that which is cast 
upon the waters. Send it a voyage, send it as 
a venture, as merchants that trade by sea. 
Trust it upon the waters; it shall not sink. 

Give a portion to seven and also to eight, 
that is, be free and liberal in works of 
charity. "Give much if thou hast much to 
give, not a pittance, but a portion, not a bit 
or two, but a mess, a meal; give a large 
dole, not a paltry one; give good measure 
(Lu. 6:38); be generous in giving, as those 
were when, on festival days, they sent 
portions to those for whom nothing was 
prepared (Neh. 8:10). …We must be 
merciful as our heavenly Father is.  

II. The reasons with which it is pressed 
upon us. Consider, 

1. Our reward for well-doing is very 
certain… The husbandman finds his seed 
again in a plentiful harvest and the mer-
chant his venture in a rich return. It is not 
lost, but well laid out, and well laid up; it 
brings in full interest in the present gifts of 
God's providence, and graces and comforts 
of his Spirit; and the principal is sure, laid up 
in heaven, for it is lent to the Lord… Thou 

shalt find it, perhaps not quickly, but after 
many days; the return may be slow, but it is 
sure and will be so much the more plentiful.  

2. Our opportunity for well-doing is very 
uncertain: "Thou know not what evil may 
be upon the earth, which may deprive thee 
of thy estate, and put thee out of a capacity 
to do good, and therefore, while thou hast 
wherewithal, be liberal with it, improve the 
present season, as the husbandman in 
sowing his ground, before the frost comes. 
We have reason to expect evil upon the 
earth, for we are born to trouble; what the 
evil may be we know not, but that we may 
be ready for it, whatever it is, it is our 
wisdom, in the day of prosperity, to be in 
good, to be doing good. Many make use of 
this as an argument against giving to the 
poor, because they know not what hard 
times may come when they may want 
themselves; whereas we should therefore 
the rather be charitable, that, when evil 
days come, we may have the comfort of 
having done good while we were able; we 
would then hope to find mercy both with 
God and man, and therefore should now 
show mercy. If by charity we trust God with 
what we have, we put it into good hands 
against bad times… 

Some will say, "We do not see in which way 
what we expend in charity should ever be 
made up to us; we do not find ourselves 
ever the richer; why should we depend 
upon the general promise of a blessing on 
the charitable, unless we saw which way to 
expect the operation of it?" To this he 
answers, "Thou knowest not the work of 
God, nor is it fit thou should. Thou may be 

DAY FOUR 
Devotion 
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sure he will make good his word of promise, 
though he does not tell thee how, or which 
way, and though he works in a way by 
himself, according to the counsels of his 
unsearchable wisdom. He will work, and 
none shall hinder; but then he will work and 
none shall direct or prescribe to him. The 
blessing shall work insensibly but irresist-
ibly. God's work shall certainly agree with 
his word, whether we see it or no.”  

Our ignorance of the work of God he shows, 
in two instances—  

(1.) We know not what is the way of the 
Spirit, of the wind, we know not whence it 
comes, or whither it goes, or when it will 
turn; yet the seamen lie ready waiting for it, 
till it turns about in favor of them; so we 
must do our duty, in expectation of the 
time appointed for the blessing. 

(2.) We know not how the bones are fash-
ioned in the womb of her that is with child. 
We cannot describe the manner either of 
the formation of the body or of its inform-
ation with a soul; both, we know, are the 
work of God, and we acquiesce in his work, 
but cannot, in either, trace the process of 
the operation. We doubt not of the birth of 
the child that is conceived, though we know 
not how it is formed; nor need we doubt of 
the performance of the promise, though we 
perceive not how things work towards it. 
And we may well trust God to provide for us 
that which is convenient, without our 
anxious disquieting cares, and therein to 
recompense us for our charity, since it was 
without any knowledge or forecast of ours 
that our bodies were curiously wrought in 
secret and our souls found the way into 
them; and so the argument is the same, and 
urged to the same intent, with that of our 
Savior (Matt. 6:25)… 

Verses 7-10 

Here is an admonition both to old people 
and to young people, to think of dying, and 
get ready for it. Having by many excellent 
precepts taught us how to live well, the 
preacher comes now, towards the close of 
his discourse, to teach us how to die well 
and to put us in mind of our latter end. 

I. He applies himself to the aged, writes to 
them as fathers, to awaken them to think of 
death, v. 7, 8. Here is,  

1. A rational concession of the sweetness 
of life, which old people find by experience: 
Truly the light is sweet; the light of the sun 
is so; it is a pleasant thing for the eyes to 
behold it. Light was the first thing made in 
the formation of the great world, as the eye 
is one of the first in the formation of the 
body, the little world… Light is put for life, 
Job 3:20, 23. It cannot be denied that life is 
sweet. It is sweet to bad men because they 
have their portion in this life; it is sweet to 
good men because they have this life as the 
time of their preparation for a better life; it 
is sweet to all men; nature says it is so, and 
there is no disputing against it; nor can 
death be desired for its own sake, but 
dreaded, unless as a period to present evils 
or a passage to future good. Life is sweet… 

2. A caution to think of death, even in the 
midst of life, and of life when it is most 
sweet and we are most apt to forget death: 
If a man live many years, yet let him re-
member the days of darkness are coming…  

A summer's day supposed to be enjoyed—
that life may continue long, even many 
years, and that, by the goodness of God, it 
may be made comfortable and a man 
may rejoice in them all. There are those 
that live many years in this world, escape 



Community Bible Church 124 Summer 2022 

many dangers, receive many mercies, and 
therefore are secure that they shall want no 
good, and that no evil shall befall them, that 
the pitcher which has come so often from 
the well safe and sound shall never come 
home broken. But who are those that live 
many years and rejoice in them all? Alas! 
none; we have but hours of joy for months 
of sorrow. However, some rejoice in their 
years, their many years, more than others; 
if these two things meet, a prosperous state 
and a cheerful spirit, these two indeed may 
do much towards enabling a man to rejoice 
in them all… 

But, a winter's night is to be expected after 
this summer's day: Yet let this hearty old 
man remember the days of darkness, for 
they shall be many. There are days of dark-
ness coming, the days of our lying in the 
grave; there the body will lie in the dark; 
there the eyes see not, the sun shines not. 
The darkness of death is opposed to the 
light of life; the grave is a land of darkness, 
Job 10:21. …It is good for us often to 
remember those days of darkness, that we 
may not be lifted up with pride, nor lulled 
asleep in carnal security, nor even trans-
ported into indecencies by vain mirth… 

II. He applies himself to the young, and 
writes to them as children, to awaken them 
to think of death (v. 9, 10)... 
 
Let young people look to themselves and 
manage well both their souls and their 
bodies, their heart and their flesh. Let them 
take care that their minds be not lifted up 
with pride, nor disturbed with anger, or any 
sinful passion: Remove sorrow, or anger, 
from thy heart; the word signifies any 
disorder or perturbation of the mind. Young 
people are apt to be impatient of check and 
control, to vex and fret at anything that is 

humbling and mortifying to them, and their 
proud hearts rise against everything that 
crosses and contradicts them. They are so 
set upon that which is pleasing to sense 
that they cannot bear anything that is 
displeasing, but it goes with sorrow to their 
heart. Their pride often disquiets them, and 
makes them uneasy…  

Let them take care that their bodies be not 
defiled by intemperance, uncleanness, or 
any fleshly lusts: "Put away evil from the 
flesh, and let not the members of thy body 
be instruments of unrighteousness. The evil 
of sin will be the evil of punishment, and 
that which thou art fond of, as good for the 
flesh, because it gratifies the appetites, will 
prove evil, and hurtful to it, and therefore 
put it far from thee, the further the better."  

III. The preacher, to enforce his admonition 
both to old and young, urges, as an effect-
ual argument, that which is the great argu-
ment of his discourse, the vanity of all pre-
sent things, their uncertainty and insuffici-
ency. He reminds old people of this (v. 8): 
All that comes is vanity; yea, though a man 
live many years and rejoice in them all, All 
that has come already, and all that is yet to 
come, how much soever men promise 
themselves from the concluding scenes, it is 
all vanity… He reminds young people of 
this: Childhood and youth are vanity. The 
dispositions and actions of childhood and 
youth have in them a great deal of imperti-
nence and iniquity, sinful vanity, which 
young people have need to watch against 
and get cured. The pleasures and advan-
tages of childhood and youth have in them 
no certainty, satisfaction, nor continuance. 
They are passing away; these flowers will 
soon wither, and these blossoms fall; let 
them therefore be knit into good fruit, 
which will abound to a good account… 
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Chapter 12:1-7 

The wise and penitent preacher is here 
closing his sermon; and he closes it, not 
only like a good orator, but like a good 
preacher, with that which was likely to 
make the best impressions and which he 
wished might be powerful and lasting upon 
his hearers. 

I. A call to young people to think of God, 
and mind their duty to him, when they are 
young: Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth… Not only to remember 
that God is our Creator, that he made us 
and not we ourselves, and is therefore our 
rightful Lord and owner, but we must 
engage ourselves to him with the consider-
ations which his being our Creator lay us 
under, and pay him the honor and duty 
which we owe him as our Creator… In the 
days of thy youth. Begin in the beginning of 
your days to remember him from whom 
you have your being, and go on according 
to that good beginning. Call him to mind 
when you are young, and keep him in mind 
throughout all the days of your youth and 
never forget him. Guard against the tempt-
ations of youth and thus improve the 
advantages of it. 

II. A reason to enforce this command: 
While the evil days come not... Do it quickly 
before sickness and death come. Do it while 
thou live, for it will be too late to do it when 
death has removed thee from this state of 
trial and probation to that of recompense 
and retribution… Before old age comes, 
which, if death prevent not, will come, and 
they will be years of which we shall say, We 
have no pleasure in them— when we shall 
be loaded with bodily infirmities, old and 
blind, or old and lame—when our 
strength shall be labor and sorrow… 

How many are the calamities of old age, 
and that if we should live to be old, our 
days will be such as we shall have no plea-
sure in, which is a good reason why we 
should return to God, and make our peace 
with him, in the days of our youth, and not 
put it off till we come to be old; for it will be 
no thanks to us to leave the pleasures of sin 
when they have left us, nor to return to God 
when need forces us. It is the greatest 
absurdity and ingratitude to give the cream 
and flower of our days to the devil, and re-
serve the bran, refuse, and dregs of them 
for God… It is the greatest folly imaginable 
to put off that needful work till then, which 
requires the best of our strength, when our 
faculties are in their prime, and especially 
to make the work more difficult by a longer 
continuance in sin, and, laying up treasures 
of guilt in the conscience, to add to the 
burdens of age and make them much 
heavier… How can we expect God should 
help us when we are old, if we will not 
serve him when we are young? 

The decays and infirmities of old age are 
here elegantly described in figurative 
expressions, which have some difficulty in 
them to us now, who are not acquainted 
with the common phrases and metaphors 
used in Solomon's age; but the general 
scope is plain—to show how uncomfort-
able, generally, the days of old age are.  

First, the sun and the light of it, the moon 
and the stars, and the light which they 
borrow from it, will be darkened. They look 
dim to old people, in consequence of the 
decay of their sight; their countenance is 
clouded, and the beauty and luster of it are 
eclipsed; their intellectual powers and 
faculties, which are as lights in the soul, are 
weakened. Their memory fails them. Their 
apprehension is not so quick…  
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Secondly, the clouds return after the rain; 
as, when the weather is disposed to wet, no 
sooner has one cloud blown over than 
another succeeds it, so it is with old people, 
when they have got free from one pain or 
ailment, they are seized with another, so 
that their distempers are like a continual 
dropping in a very rainy day…  

Thirdly, the keepers of the house tremble. 
The head, which is as the watch-tower, 
shakes, and the arms and hands, which are 
ready for the preservation of the body, 
shake too, and grow feeble, upon every 
sudden approach and attack of danger...  

Fourthly, the strong men shall bow them-
selves; the legs and thighs, which used to 
support the body, and bear its weight, 
bend, and cannot serve for travelling as 
they have done, but are soon tired. Old 
men that have been in their time strong 
men become weak and stoop for age… 

Fifthly, the grinders cease because they are 
few; the teeth, with which we grind our 
meat cease to do their part, because they 
are few. They are rotted and broken, and 
perhaps have been drawn because they 
ached. Some old people have lost all their 
teeth, others have but few… 

Sixthly, those that look out of the windows, 
are darkened; the eyes wax dim…  

Seventhly, the doors are shut in the streets. 
Old people keep within doors, and care not 
for going abroad to entertainments. The 
lips, the doors of the mouth, are shut in 
eating, because the teeth are gone and the 
sound of the grinding with them is low, so 
that they have not that command of their 
meat in their mouths which they used to 
have; they cannot digest their meat, and 
therefore little grist is brought to the mill.  

Eightly, old people rise up at the voice of the 
bird. They have no sound sleep as young 
people have but a little thing disturbs them, 
even the chirping of a bird; they cannot rest 
for coughing, and therefore rise up at cock-
crowing, as soon as anybody is stirring… 

Ninthly, with them all the daughters of 
music are brought low. They have neither 
voice nor ear, can neither sing themselves 
nor take any pleasure, as Solomon had 
done in the days of his youth (2:8). Old 
people grow hard of hearing, and unapt to 
distinguish sounds and voices.  

Tenthly, they are afraid of that which is 
high, afraid to go to the top of any high 
place, either because, for want of breath, 
they cannot reach it, or, their heads being 
giddy or their legs failing them, they dare 
not venture to it… They can neither ride nor 
walk with their former boldness, but are 
afraid of everything that lies in their way, 
lest it throw them down.  

Eleventhly, the almond-tree flourishes. The 
old man's hair has grown white, so that his 
head looks like an almond-tree in the 
blossom. The almond-tree blossoms before 
any other tree, and therefore fitly shows 
what haste old age makes in seizing upon 
men; it prevents their expectations and 
comes faster upon them than they thought 
of. Gray hairs are here and there upon 
them, and they perceive it not.  

Twelfthly, the grasshopper is a burden and 
desire fails. Old men can bear nothing; the 
lightest thing sits heavily upon them, both 
on their bodies and on their minds… Desire 
fails, he has no appetite to his meat, neither 
shall he regard the desire of woman. Old 
men become mindless and listless, and the 
pleasures of sense are to them tasteless 
and sapless… 
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It is probable that Solomon wrote this when 
he was himself old, and could speak 
feelingly of the infirmities of age, which 
perhaps grew the faster upon him for the 
indulgence he had given himself in sensual 
pleasures. Some old people bear up better 
than others under the decays of age, but, 
more or less, the days of old age are and 
will be evil days and of little pleasure… 

Death will dissolve the frame of nature and 
take down the earthly house of this taber-
nacle, which is elegantly described. Then 
shall the silver cord, by which soul and body 
were wonderfully fastened together, be 
loosed, that sacred knot untied, and those 
old friends be forced to part; then shall the 
golden bowl, which held the waters of life 
for us, be broken; then shall the pitcher with 
which we used to fetch up water, for the 
constant support of life and the repair of its 
decays, be broken, even at the fountain, so 
that it can fetch up no more; and the 
wheel (all those organs that serve for the 
collecting and distributing of nourishment) 
shall be broken, and disabled to do their 
office any more. The body shall become like 
a watch when the spring is broken, the 
motion of all the wheels is stopped and 
they all stand still; the machine is taken to 
pieces; the heart beats no more…  

Man is a strange sort of creature, a ray of 
heaven united to a clod of earth; at death 
these are separated, and each goes to the 
place whence it came. The body, that clod 

of clay, returns to its own earth. It is made 
of the earth; Adam's body was so, and we 
are of the same mold; it is a house of clay. 
At death it is laid in the earth, and in a little 
time will be resolved into earth, not to be 
distinguished from common earth, 
according to the sentence (Gen. 3:19), Dust 
thou art and therefore to dust thou shalt 
return. Let us not therefore indulge the 
appetites of the body, nor pamper it (it will 
be worms' meat shortly), nor let sin reign in 
our mortal bodies, for they are mortal…  

The soul, that beam of light, returns to that 
God who, when he made man of the dust of 
the ground, breathed into him the breath of 
life, to make him a living soul (Gen. 2:7), 
and forms the spirit of every man within 
him. When the fire consumes the wood the 
flame ascends, and the ashes return to the 
earth out of which the wood grew. The soul 
does not die with the body; it is redeemed 
from the power of the grave (Ps. 49:15); it 
can subsist without it and will in a state of 
separation from it, as the candle burns, and 
burns brighter, when it is taken out of the 
dark lantern. It removes to the world of 
spirits, to which it is allied. It goes to God as 
a Judge, to give account of, according to 
what was done in the body. This makes 
death terrible to the wicked, whose souls go 
to God as an avenger, and comfortable to 
the godly, whose souls go to God as a 
Father, into whose hands they cheerfully 
commit them, through a Mediator…  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord!

 
What thought from Matthew Henry’s words stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Re-read Ecclesiastes 11:1-12:7 and consider the truths that you have 
learned from this passage this week. Seek to apply the message of 
Ecclesiastes 11:1-12:7 to your daily life. 

 
What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Ecclesiastes 11-12? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Ecclesiastes 11:1-6 remind us that life is unpredictable. This fact can either paralyze us or make 
us wise in our approach to life. Financially, it is wise to diversify your assets. Spiritually, it is wise 
to give generously in order to store up treasures in heaven (Matt. 6:19-21). Practically, it is wise 
to make the most of every opportunity that the Lord provides. Sow your seed in the morning… 
do what God has called you to do… and then leave the results in God’s hands.  
 
What has God called you to do? What is an opportunity that He has placed before you? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you pursuing His calling? If not, what is holding you back? __________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Teacher reminds us throughout Ecclesiastes to “seize the day.” In fact, there are seven 
carpe diem passages that call us again and again to see life as a gift and to make the most of it.  
 
Read these seven passages in Ecclesiastes. Beside each one, write down what it teaches you. 
 

There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink   
and find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God,  
for apart from Him who can eat or who can have enjoyment? (2:24-25) 
 
 

 

I perceived that there is nothing better for them than to be joyful and 
to do good as long as they live; also that everyone should eat and drink 
and take pleasure in all his toil—this is God's gift to man. (3:12-13) 
 
 

 

So I saw that there is nothing better for a person than to enjoy their work, 
because that is their lot. For who can bring them to see what will happen 
after them? (3:22) 

 

DAY FIVE 
Application 
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This is what I have observed to be good: that it is appropriate for a person 
to eat, to drink and to find satisfaction in their toilsome labor under the 
sun during the few days of life God has given them—for this is their lot. 
Moreover, when God gives someone wealth and possessions, and the 
ability to enjoy them, to accept their lot and be happy in their toil—this is 
a gift of God. They seldom reflect on the days of their life, because God 
keeps them occupied with gladness of heart. (5:18-20) 
 

 

So I commend the enjoyment of life, because there is nothing better for a 
person under the sun than to eat and drink and be glad. Then joy will 
accompany them in their toil all the days of the life God has given them 
under the sun. (8:15) 
 

 

Go, eat your bread with pleasure, and drink your wine with a cheerful 
heart, for God has already accepted your works. Let your clothes be white 
all the time, and never let oil be lacking on your head. Enjoy life with the 
wife you love all the days of your fleeting life, which has been given to you 
under the sun, all your fleeting days. For that is your portion in life and in 
your struggle under the sun. Whatever your hands find to do, do with all 
your strength, because there is no work, planning, knowledge, or 
wisdom in the grave where you are going. (9:7-10) 
 

 

Rejoice, young person, while you are young, and let your heart be glad in 
the days of your youth. And walk in the ways of your heart and in the 
desire of your eyes; but know that for all of these things God will bring you 
to judgment. Remove sorrow from your heart, and put away pain from 
your flesh, because youth and the prime of life are fleeting. (11:9-10) 

 

 
What stands out to you the most after reading these passages? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Teacher encourages us to see every day as a gift and every blessing as a reason to rejoice!  
 

Rejoice always,  
pray without ceasing,  
in everything give thanks;  
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! (Philippians 4:4) 
 

On the following page, write down something that you are thankful for, beginning with every 
letter of the alphabet. Then read your list to someone else and choose to give thanks! 
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MY A-Z THANKSGIVING LIST 
 
What things are you thankful for? Think of an attribute/name of God or a gift/blessing from 
God for each letter of the alphabet and thank God for each one. 

A____________________________________________________________________________ 

B____________________________________________________________________________ 

C____________________________________________________________________________ 

D____________________________________________________________________________ 

E____________________________________________________________________________ 

F____________________________________________________________________________ 

G____________________________________________________________________________ 

H____________________________________________________________________________ 

I_____________________________________________________________________________ 

J____________________________________________________________________________ 

K____________________________________________________________________________ 

L____________________________________________________________________________ 

M____________________________________________________________________________ 

N____________________________________________________________________________ 

O____________________________________________________________________________ 

P____________________________________________________________________________ 

Q____________________________________________________________________________ 

R____________________________________________________________________________ 

S____________________________________________________________________________ 

T____________________________________________________________________________ 

U____________________________________________________________________________ 

V____________________________________________________________________________ 

W____________________________________________________________________________ 

X____________________________________________________________________________ 

Y____________________________________________________________________________ 

Z____________________________________________________________________________ 
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 
The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the truth of 
Ecclesiastes 11-12. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned. 
 
 What has been one of the most unexpected things that you have encountered with getting 

older? What has been one of the most difficult things with getting older? (For those who 
are younger, what is one of things you fear with getting older?)  

 
 The Teacher tells us that life is unpredictable. We can never be certain about what is going 

to happen in the future. How could the unpredictability of life impact the way that we live? 
How does the Teacher encourage us to live? 

 Do you agree with the Teacher’s exhortation to young people? If not, why not?    

 If you could go back and tell your younger self some truths about life or give some advice, 
what would you tell your younger self? 

 What does it mean to remember your Creator? How can we do this practically each day? 

 What were your impressions with the Teacher’s poetic description of aging? 

 Did you discover anything new, interesting, or meaningful in your study of this passage this 
week? Or in your reading of Matthew Henry? If so, what? 

 What is God calling you to do? What opportunity is before you? How can you seize the day? 

 Share your thanksgiving lists with each other. Pray and thank God for the gift of life!    

 

 

 
Old age is the harvest of all the years that have gone before. It is the barn into which all the sheaves are 

gathered. It is the sea into which all the rills and rivers of life flow from their springs in the hills and 
valleys of youth and manhood. We are each, in all our earlier years, building the house in which we shall 

live when we grow old. And we may make it a prison or a palace.  
 

David Gibson 
 
 

When granted many years of life, growing old in age is natural, but growing old with grace is a choice. 
Growing older with grace is possible for all who will set their hearts and minds on the Giver of grace,  

the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Billy Graham                 
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ECCLESIASTES 12:8-14 
Fear God and Keep His Commandments 

 
In Ecclesiastes 12:8-14, the Teacher concludes his class and assigns 
homework. He cautions his students to avoid vain pursuits and endless 
studying. After testing both in his own life and finding them to be 

worthless, the Teacher instructs us to fear God and keep His commandments.  
 
Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read this passage. Mark words or phrases that 
stand out to you. Write down the main message or thought next to each paragraph. 
 

“Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher; “all is vanity.” 

9 Besides being wise, the Preacher also taught the people knowledge, 
weighing and studying and arranging many proverbs with great care. 
10 The Preacher sought to find words of delight, and uprightly he 
wrote words of truth. 

11 The words of the wise are like goads, and like nails firmly fixed 
are the collected sayings; they are given by one Shepherd. 12 My son, 
beware of anything beyond these. Of making many books there is no 
end, and much study is a weariness of the flesh. 

13 The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his 
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God will 
bring every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether 
good or evil. (ESV) 

 

How are the words of the Teacher described in 12:9-11? _______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Complete the following sentence:  

Of making many books there is no end and much study is a ____________________ of the flesh (12:12). 

What are the Teacher’s final instructions? 

12:13_________________________________________________________________________ 

What are his reasons? 

12:13 For ______________________________________________________________________ 

12:14 For______________________________________________________________________ 

DAY ONE 
Observation 
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Quiet your heart and allow God to speak through His Word. Slowly read 
Ecclesiastes 12:11-14 several times. Reflect on each word. Meditate on 
them over and over until you memorize them.  

 
The words of wise men are like goads,  
 and masters of these collections are like well-driven nails;  
 they are given by one Shepherd.  
But beyond this, my son, be warned:  
 the writing of many books is endless,  
 and excessive devotion to books is wearying to the body. 
The conclusion, when all has been heard, is:  
 fear God and keep His commandments,  
 because this applies to every person.  
 For God will bring every act to judgment,  
 everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil. (NASB) 
 
Write down the observations that you can make from this passage, sketch out any images or 
thoughts that you have, or simply rewrite the passage below giving emphasis to key words. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Offer your thoughts on this passage back to God in the form of a personalized prayer.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY TWO 
Meditation 
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In interpretation, you are digging deeper into the passage in order to 
better understand its meaning. A word study on a key term and/or 
looking up parallel passages can help you grow in your understanding.   

 
Go to blueletterbible.org and type “Ecclesiastes 12” into the “Search the Bible” box. Click on 
Ecclesiastes 12:13 to bring up the verse in the Hebrew. Find the word “fear” and click on the 
Strong’s number (H3372) to bring up the Hebrew word, its definition, and its usage in the OT.  
 
What is the Hebrew word for “fear”? ______________________ (Use the transliteration.) 
 
How many times is it used in the Old Testament? __________ (See KJV Translation Count.)  
 
What is its definition? Note especially I.A.ii under the Outline of Biblical Usage.   

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
We typically frame our relationship with God in terms of love, faith, and grace—all of which are 
true. Yet here the Teacher instructs us to fear and obey. Ecclesiastes reminds us of God’s power 
and sovereignty. Read the following passages for insight into the Hebrew usage of “fear.”   
 

Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance 
the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. …And when 
the Israelites saw the mighty hand of the Lord displayed against the Egyptians, the people 
feared the Lord and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant. (Exodus 14:13, 31) 
 
And the Lord commanded us to observe all these statutes, to fear the Lord our God, for our good 
always, that He might preserve us alive, as it is this day. (Deuteronomy 6:24) 
 
For the Lord your God dried up the Jordan before you until you had crossed over. The Lord your 
God did to the Jordan what he had done to the Red Sea when he dried it up before us until we 
had crossed over. He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the 
Lord is powerful and so that you might always fear the Lord your God.  (Joshua 4:23-24) 
 
In God I have put my trust; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me? (Psalm 56:11) 
 
Awesome is God from His sanctuary; the God of Israel— 
He is the one who gives power and strength to His people. 
Blessed be God!  (Psalm 68:35) 

 
What does it mean to fear the Lord? _______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Why should we fear Him? ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

What should we not fear?  _______________________________________________________ 

DAY THREE 
Interpretation 
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Read the following excerpt from Matthew Henry’s Exposition of the Old 
and New Testaments. Matthew Henry (1662-1714) was a pastor, 
speaker, and author from Chester, England.  

 
The Words of the Wise (12:8-12) 

Solomon is here drawing towards a close, 
and is slow to part till he has gained his 
point, and prevailed with his hearers, with 
his readers, to seek for that satisfaction in 
God only and in their duty to him which 
they can never find in the creature. 

I. He repeats his text (v. 8).  

1. As that which he had fully demonstrated 
the truth of, and so made good his 
undertaking in this sermon, wherein he had 
kept closely to his text, and both his reasons 
and his application were to the purpose.  

2. As that which he desired to inculcate 
both upon others and upon himself, to 
have it ready, and to make use of it upon all 
occasions. We see it daily proved; let it 
therefore be daily improved: Vanity of 
vanities, all is vanity. 

II. He recommends what he had written 
upon this subject by divine direction and 
inspiration to our serious consideration. The 
words of this book are faithful, and well 
worthy our acceptance, for, 

1. They are the words of one that was a 
convert, a penitent, that could speak by 
dear-bought experience of the vanity of the 
world and the folly of expecting great things 
from it.  

2. They are the words of one that was 
wise, wiser than any, endued with extra-
ordinary measures of wisdom, famous for it 
among his neighbors, who all sought unto 
him to hear his wisdom, and therefore a 

competent judge of this matter, not only 
wise as a prince, but wise as a preacher—
and preachers have need of wisdom to win 
souls. 

3. He was one that made it his business to 
do good, and to use wisdom rightly. 
Because he was himself wise, but knew he 
had not his wisdom for himself, any more 
than he had it from himself, he still taught 
the people that knowledge which he had 
found useful to himself, and hoped might 
be so to them too.  

4. He took a great deal of pains and care to 
do good, designing to teach the people 
knowledge. He did not put them off with 
any thing that came next to hand, because 
they were inferior people, and he a very 
wise man, but considering the worth of the 
souls he preached to and the weight of the 
subject he preached on…, he gave good 
heed to what he spoke and wrote himself, 
and was choice and exact in it; all he did 
was elaborate.  

He chose the most profitable way of 
preaching, by proverbs or short sentences, 
which would be more easily apprehended 
and remembered than long and labored 
sentences… He did not only give them such 
observations as were obvious and trite, but 
he sought out such as were surprising and 
uncommon; he dug into the mines of 
knowledge, and did not merely pick up 
what lay on the surface. He did not deliver 
his heads and observations at random, as 
they came to mind, but methodized them, 
and set them in order that they might 
appear in more strength and luster. 

DAY FOUR 
Devotion 
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5. He put what he had to say in such a 
dress as he thought would be most 
pleasing: He sought to find out acceptable 
words, words of delight (v. 10); he took care 
that good matter might not be spoiled by a 
bad style, and by the ungratefulness and 
incongruity of the expression. Ministers 
should study, not for the big words, nor the 
fine words, but acceptable words, such as 
are likely to please men for their good, to 
edification, 1 Co. 10:33. Those that would 
win souls must contrive how to win upon 
them with words fitly spoken. 

6. That which he and other holy men wrote 
will be of great use and advantage to us, 
especially being inculcated upon us by the 
exposition of it, v. 11. Here observe,  

(1.) A double benefit accruing to us from 
divine truths if duly applied and improved; 
they are profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, and instruction in righteous-
ness. They are of use, to excite us to our 
duty. They are as goads to the ox that draws 
the plow, putting him forward when he is 
dull and quickening him, to amend his pace. 
The truths of God prick men to the heart 
(Acts 2:37). To engage us to persevere in 
our duty. They are as nails to those that are 
wavering and inconstant, to fix them to that 
which is good.  

(2.) A double way of communicating divine 
truths, in order to those benefits:  

By the Scriptures, as the standing rule, the 
words of the wise, that is, of the prophets, 
who are called wise men, Mt. 23:34. These 
we have in black and white, and may have 
recourse to them at any time, and make use 
of them as goads and as nails.  

By the ministry. To make the words of the 
wise more profitable to us, it is appointed 

that they should be impressed and fastened 
by the masters of assemblies. Their 
business is to fasten the words of the wise, 
and drive them as nails to the head. 

7. That which is written, and thus 
recommended to us, is of divine origin. 
Though it comes to us through various 
hands (many wise men, and many masters 
of assemblies), yet it is given by one and the 
same shepherd, the great shepherd of 
Israel, that leads Joseph like a flock, Ps. 
80:1. God is that one Shepherd, whose 
good Spirit inspired the scriptures, and 
assists the masters of the assemblies in 
opening and applying the scriptures.  

8. The sacred inspired writings, if we will 
but make use of them, are sufficient to 
guide us in the way of true happiness, and 
we need not, in the pursuit of that, to 
fatigue ourselves with the search of other 
writings (v. 12). It will give a man indeed the 
best entertainment and the best 
accomplishment this world can afford him; 
but if we be not by these admonished of 
the vanity of the world, and human 
learning, among other things, and its 
insufficiency to make us happy without true 
piety, alas! there is no end of it, nor real 
benefit by it; it will weary the body, but 
never give the soul any true satisfaction.  

Fear God and Keep His Commandments 
(12:13-14) 

The great enquiry which Solomon prose-
cutes in this book is, What is that good 
which the sons of men should do? ch. 2:3. 
What is the true way to true happiness, the 
certain means to attain our great end? He 
had in vain sought it among those things 
which most men are eager in pursuit of, but 
here, at length, he has found it, by the help 
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of that discovery which God anciently made 
to man (Job 28:28), that serious godliness is 
the only way to true happiness. 

I. The summary of religion. Setting aside all 
matters of doubtful disputation, to be 
religious is to fear God and keep his 
commandments.  

1. The root of religion is fear of God reigning 
in the heart, and a reverence of his majesty, 
a deference to his authority, and a dread of 
his wrath. Fear God, that is, worship God, 
give him the honor due to his name, in all 
the instances of true devotion, inward and 
outward. Our fear towards God must be 
taught by his commandments (Isa. 29:13), 
and those we must keep and carefully 
observe. Wherever the fear of God is 
uppermost in the heart, there will be a 
respect to all his commandments and care 
to keep them. In vain do we pretend to fear 
God if we do not make conscience of our 
duty to him. 

II. The vast importance of it: This is the 
whole of man; it is all his business and all 
his blessedness; our whole duty is summed 
up in this and our whole comfort is bound 
up in this. It is the concern of every man, 
and ought to be his chief and continual 
care; it is the common concern of all men, 
of their whole time. It is nothing to a man 
whether he be rich or poor, high or low, but 
it is the main matter, it is all in all to a man, 
to fear God and do as he bids him.  

III. A powerful inducement to this, v. 14. 
We shall see of what vast consequence it is 
to us that we be religious if we consider the 
account we must every one of us shortly 
give of himself to God; God shall bring every 
work into judgment. Note,  

1. There is a judgment to come, in which 
every man's eternal state will be finally 
determined.  

2. God himself will be the Judge, the God-
man [Jesus] will, not only because he has a 
right to judge, but because he is perfectly fit 
for it, infinitely wise and just.  

3. Every work will then be brought into 
judgment, will be enquired into and called 
over again. It will be a day to bring to 
remembrance everything done in the body.  

4. The great thing to be then judged of 
concerning every work is whether it be 
good or evil, conformable to the will of God 
or a violation of it.  

5. Even secret things, both good and evil, 
will be brought to light, and brought to 
account, in the judgment of the great day.  

6. In consideration of the judgment to 
come, and the strictness of that judgment, 
it highly concerns us now to be very strict in 
our walking with God, that we may give up 
our account with joy.

 
What thought from Matthew Henry’s words stands out to you the most? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Re-read Ecclesiastes 12:8-14 and consider the truths that you have 
learned from this passage this week. Seek to apply the message of 
Ecclesiastes 12:8-14 to your daily life. 

 
What thought or truth impacted you this week from your study of Ecclesiastes 12:8-14? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
At the end of the book, Solomon again repeats his thesis: Vanity of vanities, all is vanity!         

How has the Teacher proven this statement? Go back through the earlier chapters of 
Ecclesiastes and list three reasons which stand out to you.  

1. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you living wisely in light of the realities of this world? 

 Do you have wise counsel in your life? Do you make an effort to be wise counsel to others? 

 Have you added anything extra to the Bible in your faith? Are you more interested in 
finding something new than studying what is already written? 

 Do you “fear God and keep his commandments”? What worldly vanities are keeping you 
from the joy of the Lord? 

Who is someone who models a life of wisdom to you? ________________________________ 

Thank them and let them know how much you appreciate them.  

Who is someone whom you can encourage to walk wisely? ____________________________ 

Pray for them, love them, and be an example of godliness and integrity in your own life. 

Here is the final exam question: Do you stand in awe of God and seek to follow His Word?  
Write out a short prayer to God and express your heart and your praise and worship to Him!  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

DAY FIVE 
Application 
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SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR GROUP OR FAMILY DISCUSSION: 
The goal is not to get through all the questions but to spark discussion around the truth of 
Ecclesiastes 12:8-14. Use the questions below to interact together with what you learned. 
 
 Looking back, what was something that seemed imminently important at the time but you 

now realize was actually vanity? 
 
 Do you feel like the words of Ecclesiastes have been a delight, a goad, or a weariness to 

you? Why? 
 

 How can a person pursue diligent study without burning out? How can we both learn from 
books and at the same time not get overwhelmed with too much information? 

 Do you wonder what is God’s will and purpose for your life? What does Ecclesiastes 12:13, 
Micah 6:8, and 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 say about this? 

 What has been the most challenging section in Ecclesiastes for you?  

 What has been the most encouraging section in Ecclesiastes for you? 

 Did you discover anything new, interesting, or meaningful in your study of this passage this 
week? Or in your reading of Matthew Henry? If so, what? 

 Who is someone who models a life of wisdom to you? Who is someone in your life whom 
you could model a life of wisdom to?  

 Has Solomon proven to you that all is vanity? What are you clinging to under the sun? How 
can you better enjoy the gifts God has given you? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You may consider yourself autonomous, but you are incapable of knowing what should be done, 
incapable of knowing what wisdom is. You are a creature… All the evils, and I choose my words carefully, 

all the evils of the world stem from our taking ourselves to be the Creator. 
 

Jacques Ellul 
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CLASS NOTES FROM REALITY 101 
 

Things that I have learned during this study of Ecclesiastes: 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Ecclesiastes is a blunt reminder of the reality of sin in our world. Our world is broken. We are 
broken. And no one “under the sun” has the power to fix it. We desperately need a Savior! We 
need someone who is both stronger than sin and stronger than death. We need someone who 
is powerful enough to redeem us and this earth and someone who is loving enough to do so. 
That person is Jesus Christ. He died on the cross for our sins. He rose again to conquer death. 
 
Have you placed your faith in Him? 
 
If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and 
it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.                          —Romans 10:9-10 
 
 

This study guide was written by Pastor Steve Foster (with help from Noah Foster) for use with the 
Ecclesiastes sermon series at Community Bible Church, Baton Rouge, LA. You are welcome to reproduce 

any part of it for your own personal study. For any other use, please contact pastor@516church.org.  
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