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For some reason, God'’s people are susceptible to spiritual decline when they are satisfied or fulfilled in their spiritual
quests. When the goal is achieved, perhaps a letdown occurs from the struggle; then a complacency sets in, and vows
and commitments are forgotten. During such a relaxation, it is relatively easy to drift from an earlier zealous commit-
ment to God—and this incipient decay soon shows up in disobedience. Genesis 35 seems to be speaking of this very
problem, which believers in all ages have faced... God continually calls each generation of believers to rekindle their

faith, to revitalize it as if they were in the greatest of spiritual struggles—for indeed they are.

’ We must say with tears that it is \

DEATH OF ABRAHAM AND THE GENEALOGY OF ISHMAEL (25:1-18)
A Rebekah struggles in childbirth—Jacob named (25:19-34)
B Interlude: Danger in a foreign place (26:1-35)
C Jacob’s conflict with Esau intensified (27:1-28:9)
D Jacob encounters Yahweh and His angels (28:10-22)
E Jacob’s arrival in Haran—Laban’s deception (29:1-30)
F Jacob’s children are multiplied (29:31-30:24)
G God remembers Rachel—Joseph’s birth (30:25-26)
F Jacob’s flocks are multiplied (30:27-43)
E Jacob’sdeparture from Haran—Laban’s depletion (31:1-55)
D Jacob encounters Yahweh and His angels (32:1-32)
C Jacob’s conflict with Esau reconciled (33:1-20)
B Interlude: Danger in a foreign place (34:1-31)
A Rachel struggles in childbirth—Jacob renamed (35:1-29)
DEATH OF ISAAC AND THE GENEALOGY OF ESAU (35:27-36:43)

Jacob’s life has been a journey of ups and downs. Victories in his life
are often followed by failures and vice-versa. After wrestling with God
and reconciling with Esau, Jacob falls into complacency at Shechem.

GET OUT OF SHECHEM AND GO TO BETHEL! (35:1)

For Jacob, Shechem (Hebrew, “shoulder; back”) was a place of...

e Partial (28:18-22;31:13; 33:18-20).
e Settled (33:17-20; cf. 13:12).

o  Worldly (34:1; cf. Rom. 12:2).

e Painful (34:2-31).

Joshua would later call the nation of Israel to a renewed dedication
to God in the city of Shechem (Joshua 24:1-33; cf. Deut. 11:26-30).
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—Allen Ross

the evangelical accommodation to
the world spirit around us, to the
wisdom of this age, which removes
the evangelical church from stand-
ing against the breakdown of our
culture. —Francis Schaeffer

Only dead fish swim with the tide.
—Malcolm Muggeridge

Compromise always points to

idolatry. It displeases God. He

does not like competitors.
—William Farley

The contradictory themes of law-
lessness and religious [devotion]
dominate the biblical texts des-
cribing Shechem. In the case of
Jacob, we find it appropriate that
the man of moral contradictions
establishes himself at Shechem
upon arriving in Canaan.
—Kenneth A. Mathews

Jacob fails to keep his vow to build
his altar at Bethel and then almost
loses his family. One cannot wor-
ship God as one pleases. Jacob
builds an altar, but in the wrong
place [33:20]. Because he is not in
the place where he is supposed to
be, he brings a sword, not a bless-
ing, upon the nations.

—Bruce K. Waltky
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GET RID OF YOUR FOREIGN GODS! (35:2-4)

e WHAT are “foreign gods”?

e WHO had them?

e WHEN did they get them?

e WHERE did they get them?

e HOW were they to deal with them?

e WHY were they to do this?

What foreign gods (idols) am | holding onto?

GET YOUR EYES BACK ON GOD! (35:5-15)

e God reminds Jacob who

e God reminds Jacob who

e God reminds Jacob of His purpose for him and promises to him.

e Jacob responds in

GET PREPARED FOR SUFFERING (35:8, 16-29)
After Jacob rededicates himself to God, his life does not get easier.

e He deals with great

e He deals with great

e He deals with great

e He deals with great

GET READY FOR YOUR REDEMPTION DRAWS NEAR! (Lk. 21:28)

More pain and sorrow are in store for Jacob in the days ahead, but
within his family is the hope of redemption. His rejected son (Joseph)
will end up being the ruler of Egypt just as his future rejected Seed
will end up being the Savior and King of the nations (Luke 1:30-33)!
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G’le human heart is a perpetual \

idol factory. —John Calvin (1509-64)

The true god of your heart is what
your thoughts effortlessly go to
when nothing else is demanding
your attention. —Tim Keller

If you love anything better than
God you are idolaters; if there is
anything you would not give up
for God it is your idol; if there is
anything that you seek with
greater fervor than you seek the
glory of God, that is your idol.
—Charles H. Spurgeon

In those families where there is a
face of religion and an altar to
God, many times there is much
amiss, and more strange gods
than one would suspect.
—Matthew Henry (1662-1714)

It is possible that the outer gar-

ments and the foreign gods were

part of the spoils of Shechem.
—Gordon Wenham

Removing false gods, becoming
clean, changing garments would
become necessary steps in conse-
cration when approaching the
Lord to worship him. —Allen Ross

Allon Bachuth. “Oak of weeping.”
Ben-Oni. “Son of my sorrow.”

Benjamin. “Son of my right hand.”

Reuben’s shameful act is motivat-
ed more by politics than lust. By
defiling Bilhah, he makes certain
that with Rachel’s death her hand-
maid cannot supplant Leah as
chief wife. Moreover, according to
known ancient Near Eastern cul-
tural forms, by taking his father’s
concubine Reuben is attempting
to seize Jacob’s leadership.

—Bruce K. Waltke }
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