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Genesis 33 

RECONCILIATION 
ACCORDING TO GOD 

 
What were Jacob’s motivation and relationship to God when he met Esau? This question rises often in the study of 
this chapter. The answer is not obvious. Some commentators have felt that Jacob completely backslid and returned 
to his former lifestyle of self-reliance and deceit. Most interpreters attribute good motives to Jacob. I believe the truth 
probably lies somewhere between these extremes. Jacob’s experience at Peniel had a life-changing impact on him... 
Nevertheless his former lifestyle had become so ingrained that he easily slipped back into his former habits… In short, 
Jacob seems to have had a genuine experience of coming to grips with himself and yielding his life to God at Peniel. 
Nevertheless from then on, his motives and attitudes vacillated. At times he trusted God as he should have, but at 
others, many others, he failed to trust God.                                                                                                   —Thomas Constable 

 
Genesis 33 is a beautiful chapter of reconciliation. After surrendering 
to God, Jacob is able to find forgiveness and peace with his brother. 
 
1. Be _________________________ toward reconciliation. 

 The beautiful experience of reconciliation (33:4; Luke 15:20). 

 The beautiful virtue of peacemaking (Prov. 16:7; Matt. 5:9).  

 
2. Be ____________________ to bow. 

 Jacob bowed in humility (33:3). 

 Jacob gave in generosity (33:8-11).  

 
3. Be _____________________ in God’s goodness and grace. 

 God has dealt graciously with me (33:11; cf. 32:10; 33:5). 

 I have everything I need (33:11). 

 
4. Be ______________ in maintaining needed boundaries. 

 

 
5. Be ___________________ to God alone! 

Then he erected an altar there and called it El Elohe Israel (33:20). 

He that is not a son of peace is not 
a son of God.       —Richard Baxter 
 
Giving Esau the gifts represented 
for Jacob nothing less than a 
reversal of a life stealing from his 
brother. Jacob was demonstrating 
by his deeds that he was truly 
repentant for what he had done. 

—Ian Dugaid 
 
Please take my blessing (Hebrew, 
berakah), 33:11; cf. 27:35-41. 
 
Esau says he has plenty, Jacob says 
he has everything.  —Robert Alter 
 
Jacob is trying graciously to disen-
gage himself from Esau without 
offending him… Esau probably 
knows that this is Jacob’s polite 
way of declining his proposal. 

       —Bruce K. Waltke 
 

Reconciliation need not result in 
communal living—they can go 
their separate ways in peace. 

—Allen Ross 
 

In calling the altar “El, the God of 
Israel,” Jacob acknowledges that 
the creator God who had changed 
his name to Israel was now his God. 

—Gordon J. Wenham 
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I must see the importance and value 
of forgiveness and seek it. 

 
Forgiveness sets you free. 

Resentment keeps you bound to the 
past. Forgiveness helps you own your 
present and move into your future. 
Resentment harms you emotionally, 

physically, relationally, and spiritually. 
 

Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

as God in Christ forgave you. 
Ephesians 4:32 

 I must understand what forgiveness 
is and what it is not. 

 
Forgiveness is not excusing some- 

one’s behavior, ignoring what they did, 
minimizing the hurt, removing needed 
boundaries, or necessarily reconciling. 

 
Forgiveness is a conscious decision to 

release feelings of resentment or 
revenge toward someone who has 
offended or hurt you in some way. 

 
But I say to you, love your enemies and 

pray for those who persecute you. 
Matthew 5:44 

I must be specific 
about whom and 

what I am forgiving. 
 

Whom do I need to forgive? 

 
What did they do or not do? 

 

I must be honest about how 
their action impacted me. 

 

How did their action impact me… 
 

Physically? 
 
Emotionally? 
 
Mentally? 
 
Relationally? 
 
Financially? 
 
Spiritually? 
 

I must be willing to 
speak the words of 

forgiveness to God, to 
myself, and to them (if 
possible or advisable). 

 
God, I forgive ________ 
for what they have done. 
Even though it hurt me, 
I am choosing to give it 

over to You. Replace my 
hurt with Your peace and 
my anger with Your love. 

I must remind myself 
of God’s grace toward 

me and my choice to forgive. 
 

Forgiveness is a one-time 
decisional act that may take 

time for your mind and 
emotions to catch up with. 

 

I must choose to pray for them, desire their good, and seek reconciliation, if possible. 
 

Praying for them and desiring their good is an exercise of grace that helps heal your heart. 
 

Forgiveness is a one-way decision. Reconciliation is a two-way decision. 
 

You can forgive but not necessarily reconcile if they have not repented or continue to harm you. 
 

If possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 
Romans 12:18 

 

“Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” Jesus said 
to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.” —Matthew 18:21-22 

 


