Genesis 39

SIS\ IES CONVICTION
ACCORDING TO GOD

This story about Joseph reverses a well-known plot in the patriarchal narratives. Whereas before it was the beautiful
wife of the patriarch who was sought by the foreign ruler, now it was Joseph, the handsome patriarch himself who
was sought by the wife of the foreign ruler. Whereas in the earlier narratives it was either the Lord (12:17; 20:3) or
the moral purity of the foreign ruler (26:10) that rescued the wife rather than the patriarch, here it was Joseph’s own
moral courage that saved the day... The Joseph narratives are intended then to give balance to the narratives of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Together the two sections show both God’s faithfulness in spite of human failure as well
as the necessity of an obedient and faithful response. —John H. Sailhamer

In contrast to Judah’s failure (38), Joseph remains faithful to the Lord.
“The Lord was with Joseph” en- \

A The brother’s envy and hatred toward Joseph (37:1-28) capsulates the message of the

B Jacob mourns the “death” of Joseph (37:29-36) Joseph story as m./hole, _b'_"t e
C Interlude: The birth of Judah’s sons (38:1-30) harr atf)r m ake.s Hilsexplicitobs
D Unexpected reversal: the righteous Joseph in prison (39:1-23) servation in this chapter alone.
E Joseph: the savior of Egypt (40:1-41:57) —Kenneth A. Mathews
F Journey of the brothers to Egypt (42:1-43:34)
G Joseph tests his brothers (44:1-34) God df)es geleele {osep.hfro.m
H Joseph reveals his identity (45:1-15) ?“ffe””q but H? remains with him
G Joseph provides for his brothers (45:16-28) in the midst of it. —Bruce Waltke
F Journey of the family to Egypt (46:1-27)

E Joseph: the savior of Israel (46:28-47:21) The thematic key words, repeated
D Unexpected reversal: the younger blessed over older (48:1-22) in phrase after phr.ase, are: “all,
C Interlude: The blessing of Jacob’s sons (49:1-28) hand, house, b/essmg,. succeed”—
B Joseph mourns the death of Jacob (49:29-50:14) the last two terms being the

manifestation of the reiterated
“the Lord was with Joseph.”
—Robert Alter

A Joseph’s forgiveness and grace toward his brothers (50:15-26)

Genesis 39 has its own chiastic structure.

Success. Hebrew, tsalach, “to ad-

A The Lord is with Joseph (39:1-2) vance, prosper, succeed, be profit-

B The master’s complete trust in Joseph (39:3-6) able.” Used when the Spirit of the
C The continual temptations of Potipher’s wife (39:7) Lord comes upon a person (cf.
D Joseph’s commitment to faithfulness (39:8-9) Judges 14:6, 19; 15:14; 1 Sam.

C The false accusations of Potipher’s wife (39:10-20) 10:10; 11:6; 16:13). It is also used

B The prison warden’s complete trust in Joseph (39:21-22)
A The Lord is with Joseph (39:23)

to describe a life that fulfills God’s
purpose (Joshua 1:8; Nehemiah
1:11; Psalm 1:3; Isaiah 53:10).
THE LORD IS WITH US! (39:1-6)

Serve. Heb., sharath, “to minister
e The Lord is with us even in circumstances. to,” often used for priestly service.

Good men are the blessings of the
places where they live.
—Matthew Henry (1662-1714) J

e The Lord is with us to about His purpose.

e The Lord is with us to others through us.
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THE TEMPTATIONS ARE AROUND US (39:7, 10-12)

e Temptation us in an area of vulnerability.
e Temptation us with promises of pleasure.
e Temptation us over and over again to give in.

THE CHOICE IS WITHIN US (39:8-9)

Before facing this temptation, Joseph was convinced of three things:

1. Sin hurts

2. Sin hurts

3. Sin hurts the heart of

So Joseph flees the temptation of sin! (cf. 1 Cor. 6:18; 2 Tim. 2:22)

THE WORLD IS AGAINST US (39:13-20)

e He is hatefully

e He s falsely

e Heiswrongly

THE LORD IS WITH US! (39:21-23)

Even when | feel all alone, the Lord is with me.

Even when | am wrongly treated, the Lord is with me.

Even when life is unfair, the Lord is with me.

Even when | am in the worst of circumstances, the Lord is with me.

Even when | feel like the Lord has forgotten me, the Lord is with me.

Even when | want to give up, the Lord is with me.
Even when | face death, the Lord is with me.
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f Beautiful in form and appearance \

(i.e., “well-built and handsome”).
Only two people in the Bible are
given this double physical descrip-
tion—Rachel (29:17) and Joseph.

Joseph must have been endowed
with extraordinary power of the
Spirit, seeing that he stood invin-
cible to the last, against all the al-
lurements of the impious woman.
—John Calvin (1509-64)

There is no point in praying for
victory over temptation if we are
not willing to make a commitment
to say no to it. —Jerry Bridges

It is better to lose a good coat
than a good conscience.
—Matthew Henry (1662-1714)

The story of the spurned woman
who takes her revenge on the
upright male is a universal one,
because such situations recur in
every generation in every society.
Genesis is remarkably evenhanded
in describing the failings and the
virtues of both sexes.

—Gordon J. Wenham

“Hebrew” may well have had pe-
jorative associations for Egyptians.
...She is suggesting that the very
supremacy of this foreigner in the
household is an insult to them all.
—Robert Alter

Showed. Heb, nata, “to stretch out,
extend, incline, bend toward, turn
aside to, pitch (your tent with).”

His gracious presence is ever with
us. No sea is so broad as to divide
us from His grace. Wherever we
are, the wings of his blessed pro-
vidence are stretched over us. Let
my soul be sure of this, though
the whole world be traitors to me.

\ —Thomas Adams (1583-1652) }
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