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Genesis 40 

DREAMS 
ACCORDING TO GOD 

 
Trials may be viewed from two standpoints, and it will make all the difference to our spiritual life and peace which of 
these two points of view we take. From the human side Joseph’s suffering was due to injustice on the part of Potiphar, 
and ingratitude on the part of the butler. From the Divine side these years were permitted for the purpose of training 
and preparing Joseph for the great work that lay before him. If we look only at the human side of trial we shall become 
discouraged, and we may be irritated and angered, but as we turn to look at it from the Divine side we shall see God 
in everything and all things working together for our good.                                                               —W. H. Griffith-Thomas 

 
Genesis 40-41 form a narrative unit, detailing Joseph’s transition from 
the lowest point in his life to the highest, from the pit to the palace. 
 
A The brother’s envy and hatred toward Joseph (37:1-28) 
 B Jacob mourns the “death” of Joseph (37:29-36) 
  C Interlude: The birth of Judah’s sons (38:1-30) 
   D Unexpected reversal: the righteous Joseph in prison (39:1-23) 
   E Joseph: the savior of Egypt (40:1-41:57) 
     F Journey of the brothers to Egypt (42:1-43:34) 
     G Joseph tests his brothers (44:1-34) 
      H Joseph reveals his identity (45:1-15) 
     G Joseph provides for his brothers (45:16-28) 
    F Journey of the family to Egypt (46:1-27) 
   E Joseph: the savior of Israel (46:28-47:21) 
   D Unexpected reversal: the younger blessed over older (48:1-22) 
 C Interlude: The blessing of Jacob’s sons (49:1-28) 
 B Joseph mourns the death of Jacob (49:29-50:14) 
A Joseph’s forgiveness and grace toward his brothers (50:15-26) 

 
SEVEN TRUTH PRINCIPLES FROM GENESIS 40: 

1. God may use dreams for His purposes. (40:5-19) 
 
 Dreams are used for __________________ communication 

(20:3; 28:12; 31:24; 1 Kgs 3:5; Matt. 1:20; 2:12; 2:19, 27:19). 
 

 Dreams may be used by God to warn, to guide, or to reveal 
Himself, His will, or the future to someone (Dan. 2:28; 4:18). 
 

 Dreams may be used by false prophets to mislead, deceive, 
or exalt themselves (Deut. 13:1-5; Jer. 23:25-32; Zech. 10:2). 
 

 God’s final, authoritative revelation is His _______________ 
(Jer. 23:28-29; Jude 1:3-4, 8; cf. Heb. 1:1-2; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). 

The cupbearer and baker were 
responsible for Pharaoh’s drink 
and food. Nehemiah occupied a 
similar position in the Persian 
court (Neh. 1:11). Perhaps both 
were in prison because someone 
had tried to poison Pharaoh and 
he could not determine which of 
the two men was responsible. 

—Thomas Constable 
 

The ancient Egyptians were known 
for their bread with ancient docu-
ments listing 38 different kinds of 
cake and 57 varieties of bread. 
 
Serve. Heb., sharath, “to minister 
to,” often used for priestly service. 
 
Dream. Hebrew, chalom (noun) or 
chalam (verb). Used 94x in OT, 48x 
in Genesis, and 27x in Gen. 40-41.  
 
Israel shared with its pagan neigh-
bors a belief in dreams as a medi-
um of divine communication, but 
it never developed, as in Egypt and 
Mesopotamia, a class of profes-
sional interpreters. In the entire 
Bible, only two Israelites engage 
in the interpretation of dreams—
Joseph and Daniel—and signifi-
cantly, each serves a pagan 
monarch, precisely in the lands in 
which oneiromancy flourished. 

—Nahum Sarna 
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2. Compassion is learned in the difficulties of life. (40:6) 
 

 Joseph has been in the “pit” as a slave and prisoner for ____ 
extremely difficult years (37:2; 41:1, 46; cf. Ps. 105:17-19).  
 
 

 Instead of making him bitter, these years softened his heart 
and gave him __________________ for others (2 Cor.1:3-7). 

 
 

 

3. The slave trade (human trafficking) is an abomination to 
God. (40:15; cf. Exodus 21:16; Deuteronomy 24:7) 
 
 
 
 

4. The land of Canaan is the “land of the Hebrews.” (40:15; 
cf. 12:7; 13:15; 15:7, 18-21; 17:8; 24:7; 26:3; 28:4, 13; 35:12; 48:4; 
50:24; Ex. 13:5, 11; 33:1; Deut. 6:18, 23; 34:4; 1 Chr. 16:15-18; 
Psalm 105:8-11; Jer. 11:5; Ezek. 37:12-25; 47:14; Amos 9:14-15) 

 
 
 
 
5. The servant of God must speak the Word of God whether 

it is perceived as positive or negative. (40:16-19; Dan. 4:19) 
 
 
 
 
6. In my greatest time of need, people may forget me. (40:23; 

cf. Job 19:13-14; Psalm 38:11; 69:8; 88:18; Is. 53:3; 2 Tim. 4:16)  
 
 
 
 

7. BUT God will never forget me! (39:2-3, 23; 50:20; Deut. 31:6; 
Ps. 27:10; 139:1-18; Is. 43:2; 49:14-16; Rom. 8:38-39; Heb. 13:5) 

 
 
 

 
Do not fear, for I am with you;  
Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God.  
I will strengthen you, surely I will help you,  
Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand! (Isaiah 41:10) 

Joseph was concerned at the sad-
ness of those who were with him 
in prison. For thus men become 
softened by their own afflictions, 
so that they do not despise others 
who are in misery; and in this way, 
common sufferings generate sym-
pathy.                 —Matthew Henry 

 
Joseph’s choice of the word “dun-
geon” is the same word for the 
“cistern” in which his brothers 
confined him. In effect he was pro-
testing that he had been wrongly 
incarcerated, from dungeon to 
dungeon!       —Kenneth Mathews 
 
Stolen away. Heb, ganab, “to steal.” 
Mostly used for stealing objects 
but also used with “stealing the 
mind,” i.e., to deceive, or “stealing 
a person,” i.e., to kidnap. 
 
Hebrew. From Heb., eber, “region 
beyond, one who crosses over” or 
a descendent of Eber (11:14; 14:13).  
 
The baker’s dire fate would seem 
to be decapitation and then expo-
sure of the body on a high stake. 

                        —Robert Alter 
 
Birthday. Literally, “the day of 
having been caused to be born.” 
 
Feast. Heb., misteh, “a drinking.” 
 
The wrongly accused cupbearer 
should identify with Joseph. His 
insensitivity to Joseph’s plight is 
inexcusable.           —Bruce Waltke 
 
The wise and creative Lord, like a 
fine craftsman, knew how long the 
gold should be kept in the fire and 
when it ought to be taken out. He 
allowed forgetfulness to affect 
the chief cupbearer for a period of 
two years so that the moment of 
Pharaoh’s dreams should arrive. 

—John Chrysostom (347-407) 

 


