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Genesis 26:1-33 

DIGGING WELLS 
ACCORDING TO GOD 

 
The salient feature of Isaac’s life is that it has no salient features. He lived out his hundred and eighty years in quiet, 
with little to make history… The world thinks little of such lives, but they are fruitful… Such a quiet spirit, strong in non-
resistance, and ready to yield rather than quarrel was strangely out of place in these wild days and lands. He obeyed 
the Sermon on the Mount millenniums before it was spoken. Whether from temperament or from faith, he is the first 
instance of the Christian type of excellence in the OT. For there ought to be no question that the spirit of meekness, 
which will not meet violence by violence, is the Christian spirit… To fight for my rights is not the Christian ideal, nor is 
it the best way to secure them… It is better to turn enemies into friends than to beat them and have them as enemies 
still. “I’ll knock you down unless you love me” does not sound a very hopeful way of cementing peaceful relations. 
But “when a man’s ways please the Lord, he makes even his enemies to be at peace with him” [Proverbs 16:7]. 

                                                                                          —Alexander MacLaren (1826-1910) 
 

Genesis 26 functions as an interlude in the Jacob narrative. It flashes 
back to a time in Isaac and Rebekah’s life before they have children. 
Thus, this chapter provides further insight into the character of Isaac, 
the nature of Isaac and Rebekah’s relationship, the generational im-
pact of sin, and the faithful promises and abundant blessings of God.  

 
GREAT GRACE LEADS TO GREAT BLESSING (26:1-11) 
 
 Like Abraham, Isaac faces great _____________________. 

 
 

 Like Abraham, Isaac receives great _____________________. 

1. I will be with you (cf. 31:3; Deut. 31:23; Josh. 1:5; Is. 43:2; Rev. 21:3). 
2. I will bless you. 
3. I will give to you and your seed all these lands. 
4. I will perform the oath which I swore to Abraham. 
5. I will make your seed multiply as the stars of heaven. 
6. I will give to your Seed all these lands. 
7. In your Seed, all the nations of the earth shall be blessed. 

 
 Like Abraham, Isaac is called to great _____________________. 
 
 
 Like Abraham, Isaac has great ______________________. 
 
 
 Like Abraham, Isaac experiences great _________________. 

 

For better or worse Isaac is fol-
lowing in his father’s footsteps. 
                   —Kenneth A. Mathews 
 
The life of Abraham, not Moses, is 
used to illustrate that one can ful- 
fill the righteous requirement of 
the law. In choosing Abraham and 
not Moses, the author shows that 
‘keeping the law’ means ‘believing 
in God,’ just as Abraham believed 
God and was counted righteous 
(Gen 15:6). In effect the author of 
the Pentateuch says, ‘Be like 
Abraham. Live a life of faith and it 
can be said that you are keeping 
the law.’             —John Sailhamer 
 
Caressing. Hebrew, tsachaq, “to 
laugh, play, sport, jest.” It can 
have sexual connotations, as in 
Gen. 26:8; 39:14,17; Exod. 32:6. 
 
That one great descendant is here 
primarily under consideration, the 
Seed, the Christ. In the light of 
Gen. 3:15, men like Isaac would 
have interpreted this word as a 
specific reference to One, a fact 
almost universally denied in our 
day, but yet true.   —H.C. Leupold 
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GREAT BLESSING CAN BRING GREAT OPPOSITION (26:12-16) 

 
 Isaac was the recipient of the Lord’s gracious abundance. 

 
 

 Isaac was the object of the Philistines’ jealous antagonism. 
 
 
 
GREAT OPPOSITION CALLS FOR GREAT FAITH (26:17-22) 
 
 Isaac’s conflicts were _____________ and _________________. 

 
 
 
 Isaac’s response was _________________ and _____________. 

 
 

 
 

________________              ________________             ________________        
 
 
Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud; instead, associate with 
the humble. Do not be wise in your own estimation. Do not repay anyone 
evil for evil. Give careful thought to do what is honorable in everyone’s eyes. 
If possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Friends, 
do not avenge yourselves; instead, leave room for God’s wrath, because it 
is written, “Vengeance belongs to me; I will repay,” says the Lord. But 

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him. 
If he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
For in so doing you will be heaping fiery coals on his head.” 

Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good. (Romans 12:17-21) 
 
 
GREAT FAITH BRINGS GREATER BLESSING (26:23-33)  
 
 Peace with ____________. 

 
 Peace within _________________. 

 
 Peace with ________________. 

The envious Philistines were 
afraid that from a sojourner Isaac 
would go on to be a settler, and 
acquire rights of property. They 
accordingly took the most effec-
tual means of making his abiding 
place uncomfortable, when they 
stopped up the wells. 

—Albert Barnes (1798-1870) 

 
Envy. Hebrew, qana, “to become 
very red; to be jealous and angry; 
to burn with zeal.” 
 
No matter where Isaac was forced 
to dig and no matter how often the 
Philistines stopped up his wells, he 
found water in the wilderness—
because God was with him.  

—Allen Ross 
 
Esek. Hebrew, “quarrel, dispute.” 
 
Sitnah. Hebrew, “hostility, accu-
sation, contention.” Related to 
the Hebrew, satan, “to oppose.”   
 
Rehoboth. Hebrew, “wide places, 
open spaces” (cf. Ps. 4:1; 18:36).  
 
Avoiding quarrels brings a person 
honor; for any fool can explode in 
anger.            —Proverbs 20:3, CJB 
 
He that is not a son of peace is 
not a son of God. 

—Richard Baxter (1615-91) 

 
True faith, by a mighty effort of the 
will, fixes its gaze on our Divine 
Helper, and there finds it possible 
and wise to lose its fears. It is mad-
ness to say, "I will not be afraid;" 
it is wisdom and peace to say, "I 
will trust and not be afraid."   

—Alexander MacLaren 
 
To put a wall between you and 
others is to build a wall between 
you and God.                  —Jim Elliff 
 

Esek Sitnah Rehoboth 

Beersheba 


