'* ACCORDING TO GOD

It is beneficial for us to hear of the weaknesses of the saints, for these examples of weakness are more necessary for
us and bring more consolation than the examples of that heroic and very great fortitude and other virtues. Thus the
fact that David killed Goliath, a bear, a lion, etc., does not edify me much. For | cannot imitate such things, since they
surpass my strength and all my thinking... But when examples of weakness, sins, trepidation, and trials are set forth
in the saints—as when | read David’s complaints, sobs, fears, and feelings of despair—they buoy me up in a wonderful
manner and give great consolation. For | see how they, fearful and terrified as they were, did not perish but buoyed
themselves up with the promises they had received; and from this | conclude that there is no need for me to despair
either... Grace and eternal life have been promised and offered to us in a much more glorious way than to them. For
the Son has come, and all the promises have been fulfilled... Day and night the Gospel proclaims to us: “You are holy.
You are holy. Your sins have been forgiven you. You are blessed.” ... They were weak, just as we are, although we
have richer promises than they had. As God’s voice says to Paul: “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made
perfect in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9). For God could not retain and fulfill His promises in us if He did not kill that stupid,
proud, and smug flesh in us. —Martin Luther, Lectures on Genesis 26-30

A Rebekah struggles in childbirth—Jacob named (25:19-34) ( o \
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C Jacob’s conflict with Esau intensified (27:1-28:9) God’s covenant promises is his

own people. What appear to be

D Jacob encounters Yahweh and His angels (28:10-22)
obstacles to its fulfillment, such as

E Jacob’s arrival in Haran—Laban’s deception (29:1-30)

F Jacob’s children are multiplied (30:1-24) barren m{i‘ves and barren land and
G God remembers Rachel—Joseph’s birth (30:25-26) i o isy o{‘other peoples, are
F Jacob’s flocks are multiplied (30:27-43) in reality God’s means of disci-

plining his people to mature their
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faith and make them capable of

D Jacob encounters Yahweh and His angels (32:1-32) ) :
C Jacob’s conflict with Esau reconciled (33:1-20) leadership through godliness.
B Interlude: Danger in a foreign place (34:1-31) —Bruce K. Waltke

A Rachel struggles in childbirth—Jacob renamed (35:1-29)
Every member of Isaac’s family

behaved in a self-centered and

JACOB'’S DEPARTURE (28:1-9) unprincipled manner, yet God
graciously overcame their sins.

Rebekah and Jacob’s plan works. Jacob deceives his father and gets This reminds us that His mercy is

the blessing. But the family as a whole suffers. Rebekah will never see the ultimate ground of salvation.

Jacob again. Esau will sulk in his bitterness and marry another wife. —Thomas Constable

And Isaac, humbled and humiliated, will send his son away to find a

wife in Haran. But in doing so, he finally gives a true blessing to Jacob. According to Jewish sages, Shad-

dai is a contraction of the phrase,
“I said to the world, dai (enough).
In this case, the Name may derive
from the contraction of sha (who)

May El Shaddai bless you (12:2-3; 17:1).
May He make you fruitful (13:16; 15:5; 17:6; 22:17).
May He multiply you into a multitude of peoples (17:4-5, 16; 22:17). and dai (enough) to indicate God’s
May He give you the blessing of Abraham (12:2-3; 26:3-5, 24). complete sufficiency.
May you inherit the land (12:7; 13:15; 15:7, 18-21; 17:8; 24:7; 26:3). \ e, Parsory
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JACOB’S DREAM (28:10-19)

e What Jacob felt:

e What Jacob saw:

e What Jacob heard:

I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac.

1 will give you and your offspring the land on which you are lying.
Your offspring will be like the dust of the earth,

You will spread out toward the west, east, north, and south.

All the peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your seed.

Behold, | am with you and will keep you wherever you go,
I will bring you back to this land.
For I will not leave you until | have done what | have promised you.

e What Jacob said:

e What Jacob did:

JACOB’S DEAL (28:20-22)

If God will be with me and keep me in this way that | am going,
If He provides me with food to eat and clothing to wear,
And if | return safely to my father’s family...

Then the Lord will be my God.

This stone that | have set up as a marker will be God’s house,
And | will give to You a tenth of all that You give me.

The Four Stages of Spiritual Growth:

CHRIST’S DECLARATION (John 1:51)

“Truly, truly, | say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of
God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

Jesus is the only between heaven and earth.

Jesus is the only between God and humanity.

Community Bible Church

’ There! A ladder! Oh, angels! And \
look, the Lord Himself!

—Jan Fokkelman

That the “ladder” reached from
earth to heaven, told of the com-
plete provision which Divine grace
has made for sinners. Right down
to where the fugitive lay, the lad-
der came, and right up to God
Himself the ladder reached!

—A. W. Pink

Whereas in Gen 11:4 the vile rebels
build a tower climbing toward hea-
ven, here the stairway is repre-
sented as stretching from heaven
down to earth. The narrator wishes
to express that the communica-
tion between heaven and earth is
established by an initiative from
on high, on the part of God. The
contact between heaven and
earth exists by the grace of God.
—Bruce K. Waltke

God did not want Jacob’s altar,
nor his tenths: He wanted Jacob.
—Alexander Maclaren

Jacob’s dealings with Yahweh are
“backward” when compared to
Abraham. God tested Abraham,
but Jacob tested God. God told
Abraham to leave his country
before he entered into blessing,
but Jacob imposes conditions on
God before he vows to bless Him.
—John H. Walton

The figure of a ladder well suits the
Mediator, through whom mini-
stering angels, righteousness and
life, with all the graces of the Holy
Spirit, descend to us step by step.
—John Calvin

To live coram Deo is to live one’s
entire life in the presence of God,
under the authority of God, to the

@ory of God. —R.C. Sproy
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