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Revelation 6-10 

The Tribulation on Earth 
 

In Revelation 1, John records what he saw. In Revelation 2-3, he recorded “the things which 
are,” and, beginning with Revelation 4, he records “the things which will take place after this” 
(1:19). Transported into the very throne of God, John is given a glimpse into the future. He sees 
the redemptive story come to a conclusion with the Lamb taking the scroll and beginning to 
open its seals. The seven seals…containing the seven trumpets and the seven bowls…detail the 
judgments that will fall upon the earth. This is the “Day of the Lord” (Amos 5:18-20), “the time 
of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7), the 70th week of Daniel (9:24-27), and the tribulation (Matt. 24). 
It is a period of time that will last seven years and be filled with darkness, distress, and death. 
 

The heavenly worship service in Revelation 4-5 is centered on the Lamb 
taking the seven-sealed scroll. This scroll is the “title deed to earth.” All 
that was lost in Genesis 3 must be regained. The “god of this world,” 

Satan, must be judged. And all those who have rejected Christ must face the consequences of 
their sin…though they are also given another chance to repent and to come to faith in Christ.  
  
Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read Revelation 6:1-17. 
 
Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I 
heard one of the four living creatures saying with a voice 
like thunder, “Come and see.” 2 And I looked, and 
behold, a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a 
crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and 
to conquer. 

3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second 
living creature saying, “Come and see.” 4 Another horse, 
fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat 
on it to take peace from the earth, and that people should 
kill one another; and there was given to him a great 
sword. 

Write down what takes place with 
the opening of each seal. 
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5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living 
creature say, “Come and see.” So I looked, and behold, a 
black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in 
his hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four 
living creatures saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, 
and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm 
the oil and the wine.” 

7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of 
the fourth living creature saying, “Come and see.” 8 So I 
looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him 
who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. 
And power was given to them over a fourth of the 
earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by 
the beasts of the earth. 

9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the 
souls of those who had been slain for the word of God 
and for the testimony which they held. 10 And they cried 
with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and 
true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who 
dwell on the earth?” 11 Then a white robe was given to 
each of them; and it was said to them that they should 
rest a little while longer, until both the number of their 
fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed 
as they were, was completed. 

12 I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, 
there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black 
as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like 
blood. 13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig 
tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty 
wind. 14 Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled 
up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its 
place. 15 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the 
rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave 
and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in 
the rocks of the mountains, 16 and said to the mountains 
and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him 
who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the 
Lamb! 17 For the great day of His wrath has come, and 
who is able to stand?” (NKJV) 

 
What words would you use to describe this time on earth? _____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Why do you think God’s redemption of earth requires such judgment to fall on it first? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

In the midst of intense tribulation and judgment on earth, there is still 
an opportunity for people to repent. The gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached in all the world (Matthew 24:14).  

 
Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read Revelation 7:1-17. 
 
After these things I saw four angels standing at the 
four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the 
earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, on 
the sea, or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel 
ascending from the east, having the seal of the living 
God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels 
to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the 
sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the 
trees till we have sealed the servants of our God on 
their foreheads.” 4 And I heard the number of those 
who were sealed. One hundred and forty-four 
thousand of all the tribes of the children of 
Israel were sealed: 

5 of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed; 
6 of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed; 
7 of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand were sealed; 
8 of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand were sealed; 
of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed. 

9 After these things I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude which no one could number, of all nations, 
tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out 

Why does God’s judgment pause?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you think it means to be 
“sealed” in this passage? 
 
 
 
 
 
Who are these 144,000? What do 
you think they are commissioned to 
do? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beside each paragraph, write down 
what you learn about this multitude. 
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with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our 
God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 All 
the angels stood around the throne and the elders and 
the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before 
the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: 

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, 
Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, 
Be to our God forever and ever. Amen.” 

13 Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, 
“Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did 
they come from?” 

14 And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” 

So he said to me, “These are the ones who come out 
of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  
15 Therefore they are before the throne of God, and 
serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who 
sits on the throne will dwell among them. 16 They shall 
neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun 
shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17 for the Lamb 
who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them 
and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (NKJV) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What promises are given to this multitude? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Which promise encourages you the most right now? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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After a brief interlude, the seventh seal is opened which contains seven 
more judgments, symbolized by seven trumpets. These judgments fall 
on the earth during the second half of the seven-year tribulation.  

 
Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read Revelation 8:1-13. 
 
When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence 
in heaven for about half an hour. 2 And I saw the 
seven angels who stand before God, and to them 
were given seven trumpets. 3 Then another angel, 
having a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. 
He was given much incense, that he should 
offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the 
golden altar which was before the throne. 4 And the 
smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, 
ascended before God from the angel’s hand. 5 Then 
the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from the 
altar, and threw it to the earth. And there were 
noises, thunderings, lightnings, and an earthquake. 

6 So the seven angels who had the seven trumpets 
prepared themselves to sound. 

7 The first angel sounded: And hail and fire followed, 
mingled with blood, and they were thrown to 
the earth. And a third of the trees were burned up, 
and all green grass was burned up. 

8 Then the second angel sounded: And something 
like a great mountain burning with fire was thrown 
into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. 
9 And a third of the living creatures in the sea died, 
and a third of the ships were destroyed. 

10 Then the third angel sounded: And a great star fell 
from heaven, burning like a torch, and it fell on a 
third of the rivers and on the springs of water. 11 The 
name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters 
became wormwood, and many men died from the 
water, because it was made bitter. 

12 Then the fourth angel sounded: And a third of the 
sun was struck, a third of the moon, and a third of 
the stars, so that a third of them were darkened. A 
third of the day did not shine, and likewise the night. 

What takes place before the seven 
trumpets are sounded? What do you 
think is the significance of this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write down what happens with the 
sounding of each trumpet. 
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13 And I looked, and I heard an angel flying through 
the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice, “Woe, 
woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of 
the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three 
angels who are about to sound!” (NKJV) 

 
What thoughts or emotions come over you as you read this chapter? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Spend time in prayer, praying for our nation and our world to repent and seek after God. 

This chapter contains the fifth and sixth trumpets. These two judgments 
are perhaps the hardest to interpret in Revelation. One commentator 
has noted that the words “as” and “like” are used more times in this 

chapter than anywhere else in Revelation, indicating that John was having an exceptionally hard 
time describing what he was seeing. If John struggled, then it is not surprising that we struggle 
to understand them as well! Whether they are actually seen in the earthly realm is hard to tell, 
but they are demonic in nature. This is the unleashing of the full fury of the demonic world.     
 
Pray and ask God to give you wisdom to understand as you read Revelation 9:1-21. 
 
Then the fifth angel sounded: And I saw a star fallen 
from heaven to the earth. To him was given the key 
to the bottomless pit. 2 And he opened the bottomless 
pit, and smoke arose out of the pit like the smoke of 
a great furnace. So the sun and the air were darkened 
because of the smoke of the pit. 3 Then out of the 
smoke locusts came upon the earth. And to them was 
given power, as the scorpions of the earth have 
power. 4 They were commanded not to harm the 
grass of the earth, or any green thing, or any tree, but 
only those men who do not have the seal of God on 
their foreheads. 5 And they were not given authority 
to kill them, but to torment them for five months. 
Their torment was like the torment of a scorpion 
when it strikes a man. 6 In those days men will seek 
death and will not find it; they will desire to die, and 
death will flee from them. 

Write down what you learn about 
these locusts. 
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7 The shape of the locusts was like horses prepared 
for battle. On their heads were crowns of something 
like gold, and their faces were like the faces of 
men. 8 They had hair like women’s hair, and their 
teeth were like lions’ teeth. 9 And they had 
breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the sound 
of their wings was like the sound of chariots with 
many horses running into battle. 10 They had tails 
like scorpions, and there were stings in their tails. 
Their power was to hurt men five months. 11 And 
they had as king over them the angel of the 
bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, 
but in Greek he has the name Apollyon. 

12 One woe is past. Behold, still two more woes are 
coming after these things. 

13 Then the sixth angel sounded: And I heard a voice 
from the four horns of the golden altar which is 
before God, 14 saying to the sixth angel who had the 
trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at 
the great river Euphrates.” 15 So the four angels, who 
had been prepared for the hour and day and month 
and year, were released to kill a third of mankind. 
16 Now the number of the army of the horseman was 
two hundred million; I heard the number of 
them. 17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision: 
those who sat on them had breastplates of fiery red, 
hyacinth blue, and sulfur yellow; and the heads of 
the horses were like the heads of lions; and out of 
their mouths came fire, smoke, and brimstone. 18 By 
these three plagues a third of mankind was killed—
by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which 
came out of their mouths. 19 For their power is in 
their mouth and in their tails; for their tails are like 
serpents, having heads; and with them they do harm. 

20 But the rest of mankind, who were not killed by 
these plagues, did not repent of the works of their 
hands, that they should not worship demons, and 
idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which 
can neither see nor hear nor walk. 21 And they did 
not repent of their murders or their sorceries or their 
sexual immorality or their thefts.  (NKJV) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write what you learn about this vast 
army. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the response to these 
devastating, demonic judgments? 
What does this tell you? 
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What sins are people during the tribulation unwilling to repent of? How do you see these 
same sins today? [For extra insight, look up Revelation 9:21 at blueletterbible.org. Click on the 
verse to bring up the Greek text. Click on the Strong’s #5331 next to “sorceries” to bring up the 
Greek word and its definition. Click on Vine’s Expository Dictionary for additional information.]  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Why do you think human nature fights repentance so much? Why do you struggle to repent? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Revelation 10-15 act as an interlude before the seventh trumpet is 
sounded and seven more bowl judgments fall on the earth. Chapter 10 
sets up the final judgment and gives John (and us) a symbolic picture of 

how we should respond to these judgments.    
 
Pray and ask God to speak to your heart as you read Revelation 10:1-11. 
 
I saw still another mighty angel coming down from 
heaven, clothed with a cloud. And a rainbow was 
on his head, his face was like the sun, and his feet 
like pillars of fire. 2 He had a little book open in his 
hand. And he set his right foot on the sea on his left 
foot on the land, 3 and cried with a loud voice, 
as when a lion roars. When he cried out, seven 
thunders uttered their voices. 4 Now when the 
seven thunders uttered their voices, I was about to 
write; but I heard a voice from heaven saying to 
me, “Seal up the things which the seven thunders 
uttered, and do not write them.” 
 
5 The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on 
the land raised up his hand to heaven 6 and swore 
by Him who lives forever and ever, who created 
heaven and the things that are in it, the earth and 
the things that are in it, and the sea and the things 
that are in it, that there should be delay no 

How is this angel described? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What will happen when the seventh 
trumpet is sounded? 
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longer, 7 but in the days of the sounding of the 
seventh angel, when he is about to sound, the 
mystery of God would be finished, as He declared 
to His servants the prophets. 
 
8 Then the voice which I heard from heaven spoke 
to me again and said, “Go, take the little book 
which is open in the hand of the angel who stands 
on the sea and on the earth.” 
 
9 So I went to the angel and said to him, “Give me 
the little book.” 
 
And he said to me, “Take and eat it; and it will 
make your stomach bitter, but it will be as sweet as 
honey in your mouth.” 
 
10 Then I took the little book out of the angel’s 
hand and ate it, and it was as sweet as honey in my 
mouth. But when I had eaten it, my stomach 
became bitter. 11 And he said to me, “You must 
prophesy again about many peoples, nations, 
tongues, and kings.” (NKJV) 

 
 
 
 
What do you think is the significance of 
the eating of this book? What do you 
think we are supposed to learn from this? 
 
 

 
Studying biblical prophecy is a lot like eating that little book. It is “sweet” to think of Christ 
returning, of the earth being restored to paradise, of death being defeated, of sin finally being 
removed from God’s creation. But there is a bitterness to judgment that should almost make us 
sick to our stomachs. If we are not bothered by Revelation 6-9…troubled in our soul… 
overwhelmed with the great destruction and death…broken by the devastation of sin…then we 
have missed something. What thoughts have gone through your mind this week as you have 
read these difficult chapters? Why do you think God reveals these judgments to us? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Community Bible Church 10 Summer 2020 
 

Read the following excerpt from J. Vernon McGee on Revelation 10:8-11. 

John becomes a participant in the great drama which is unfolding before us. He is required to do 
a very strange thing, one that has a very typical meaning. He eats the little book at the 
instructions of the angel, and the results are bittersweet. Eating the little book means to receive 
the Word of God with faith. 

The part of the Word of God taken by John was judgment. It was sweet because the future is 
sweet. In Genesis 18:17 we read, “And the Lord said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing 
which I do…?” It is sweet to know what God is going to do, but when you find out that judgment 
is coming, it is bitter. John eagerly received the Word of God, but when he saw that more 
judgment was to follow, it brought travail of soul and sorrow of heart. It was sweet in his mouth 
and bitter in his digestive system. If you and I can take delight in reading this section of the 
Word of God and the judgments that are to fall upon the earth, then we need to do a great deal of 
praying to get the mind of God. It is sweet to know the Book of Revelation and what God intends 
to do, but when we find out that judgment is coming to the Christ-rejecting world around us, we 
cannot rejoice in that. The prophecy becomes bitter. 
 
There is another very real application of this. Many folk begin the study of prophecy with 
enthusiasm, but when they find that it is applicable to their life and that it makes demands on 
them personally, they lose interest, and it becomes a bitter thing. Many people say, “I don’t want 
to hear about the Book of Revelation. I don’t like prophecy. It frightens me!” May I say to you 
that it is supposed to do that, but it should be in your mouth sweet as honey. Unfortunately, there 
are a lot of people who like to study prophecy because of the natural curiosity to know the future, 
but they will discover that there is nothing in the Word of God that ministers more to a holy life 
than the thoughtful study of prophecy. “And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth 
himself…” (1 John 3:3). To be a student of prophecy and live a dirty life will only lead to 
abnormality. The reason we hear so much abnormality in the interpretation of prophecy in our 
day is that the Word of God is not having its way in the hearts and lives of the folk who study it. 
It is unfortunate that people will get interested in prophecy but not in Christian living. 

You can be sure of one thing, that John was properly integrated. He believed that all nations, all 
peoples, all tongues, and all colors ought to hear the Word of God. They need to hear it because 
they need to be warned that judgment is coming. If they go through the Great Tribulation, they 
will soon recognize that it is not the Millennium — in fact, they will feel as if they have entered 
hell itself. This is the part that made John sad. This is the reason this little book became bitter to 
John: He must prophesy against many before Christ comes to His Kingdom. 

My friend, the study of prophecy will have a definite effect upon your life: It will either bring 
you closer to Christ, or it will take you farther from Him. 

From Edited Messages on Revelation by J. Vernon McGee 

 


